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PREFACE. 


The introduction and notes, in which the reasons for re-editing 
the Cotton MS. of Mandeville \vith hardly any emendations will 
be fully stated, are reserved for a later volume. For the present, 
it may he stated that the editor’s choice lay between two principal 
manuscripts, the Cotton MS., first edited in 1725 and since then 
frequently reprinted from that edition, and the Egerton MS., 
edited with full commentary for the Koxburghe Club by Sir 
George Warner (1889). Imperfect as the Cotton version is, 
it adheres very closely to the French original, as represented in 
Sir George Warner’s Anglo-French text, and in two Brussels MSS. 
copied by the present editor. Its mistakes are to a great extent 
due to the anonymous English translator. They exemplify the 
way in which the growth of literary Middle English was influenced 
by French phraseology, and they are traceable to three main 
causes : (1) the original French book, and a fortiori its Englisher, 
is quite inaccurate in its geography; (2) the Englisher followed a 
faulty manuscript ; (3) he was very imperfectly acquainted with 
its language, and very slipshod in his grammar. On the whole, 
his method was that of a schoolboy, who follows his author 
literally, without much attention to sense or idiom. 

For these reasons, the task of distinguishing between original 
mistakes, which an editor has no right to remove, and the copyist’s 
scribal blunders has been found a delicate one, and no attempt has 
been made to produce a correct or faked text. The punctuation is 
the editor’s. An account of the origin of Mandeville is to be 


found in I In 1 < >iic(r/<r/t/ A '>ci<n\ April, I'.* I 



1’. H. 


I 
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1 1^1 OR als moche aa the lond bejonde the see pat is to 
seye the holy lond pat men callen the lond of pro- 
myssioun or of beheste passynge aH o pure londes it is the 
4 most worthi lond most excellent and lady t souereyn of aH 
opere londes t is blessed t lialewed of the precyous body 
t blood of oure lord jhom crist; jn the wliiche land it 
ly.kede hi?n to take flcs'ch t blood of the virgyne Marie to 
8 envyrone pat holy lond with his hlesscde feet; And pare 

4 

he wolde of his blessedness enoumbre him in the seyd 
blessed t gloriouse virgine Marie t become man t worche 
many myracles and preche and teche the feyth t the 
12 lawe of crystene men vnto his children. And pare it 
lykede him to suflrc many repmiynges and scornes for 
vs And he pat was kyng of heuene of eyr of crthe 
of see t of aH thinges pat ben contayned in hem wolde 
16 aH only be cleped kyng of pat lond whan he seyde: 
Rex sum Iudeor um : pat is to seyne: I am kyng of Jewes. 
And pat lond he chees before aH o]>er londes as the beste 
t most worthi lond t the most vertuouse lond of aH the 
20 world. For it is the herte and the myddes of all the 
world, Wytnessynge the philosophere pat seyth thus: 
Virtus rerum in medio CONSI8T1T that is to seye: the 
vertue of thinges is in the myddes. And in pat lond he 
24 wolde lede his lyf t suffre passiou?4 t detli of jewes for vs 
for to bye t to delyuere vs from peynes of belle And 
from deth wttAouten ende, the wliiche was ordeynd for vs 
for 1 the synne of oure formere fader Adam t for oure 
28 owne synnes also. For as for himself he liadde non 
euyH desei'ued for he thoughto neuere euyH nc did euyH. 

MANDEVILLE. 


Prologue. 

[i fol. 2 a] 

Palestine 
is the best of 
countries; 


there our 
Ijord lived 
and died. 


He called 
Himself 
King of the 
Jews. 


It is the 
centre of the 
world: 


our redemp¬ 
tion was 
achieved 
there. 

[1 fol. 26] 


B 
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It was tliiis 
honoure<l 
above all 
lau<l8 
l>ecnuse it 
lb*s in the 
middle of 
the earth. 


The dearest 
price was 
oltered there 
for redeem¬ 
ing 

mankind. 


How Ho 
loved i s 
sinners 1 

Therefore 
we may well 
love und 
praise the 
Holy band, 
which was 
given to os 
as an 

inheritance. 


[l fol. 3 a] 


Let us strive 
to conquer 
It from the 
unlielievers. 


But the 
lords are too 
covetous 


And he pat was kyng of glorie t of ioye myghte best in 
that place suffre deth because he dies in pat lond ratliere 
pan in ony othere pere to suflre his passioun t his deth. 

For he pat.wil pupplische ony thing to make it openly 4 
knowen he wil make it to hen cryed t pronounced in the 
myddel place of a town so pat the thing pat is proclamed 
t pronounced may euenly streeche to aH parties. Right 
so he pat was formyour of aH the world wolde suffre 8 
for vs at ierusalem pat is the myddes of the world to 
pat ende t entent pat his passioun t his deth pat was 
pupplischt pere myghte hen knowen euenly to aH the 
parlies of the world. See now how dere he boughte man 12 
pat he made alter his owne ymnge t how dere he a^en- 
hoglit vs for the grete loue pat he hadde to vs t we neuere 
dcseiued it to him. For more jrrecyows cateH ne grett er 
raunsoun ne myghte he put for vs pan his hlessede body 16 
his precious blood t his holy lyf pat he thralled for vs t 
aH lie oll'red for vs pat neuere did synne. Dere god, what 
loue hadde he to vs his subiettes whan he pat neuere 
trcspaced wolde for trespassours suffre deth ! Right wel 20 
aughte vs for to loue t worscipe to drede t seme such a 

I 

lord and to worschipe t preyse such an holy lond pat 
brought forth such fruyt porgh the whiche euery man is 
saued but it lie his owne defaute. Wel may pat lond be 24 
called *dclytable \ a fructuouse lond pat was bebledd t 
moysted wit A the precyouse blode of oure lord jhesu crist, 
the whiche is the same lond pat oure lord behighte vs in 
heritage. And in pat lond he wolde dye as seised for to 28 
leve it to vs his children. Wherfore euery gode cristene 
man pat is of powere t hath whereof scholde peynen him 
■with aH his strengthe for to conquere oure right heritage 
t ehacen out aH the mysbeleeuynge men. For wee ben 32 
clept cristene men after crist oure fader And $if wee be 
right children of crist we oughte for to chaleuge the 
heritage pat oure fader lafte vs t do it out of hethehe 
mennes hondes. But now pryde couetyse t envye han so 36 
enflawmed the hertes of lordes of the world pat pei are 
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more besy for to disherite here neyghbores more fan for 
to chalenge or to.conquere here right heritage before seyd. 
And the comoun peple fat wolde putte here bodyes t here 
4 cateH for to conquero oure heritage fei may not don it 
witAouten the lordes. For a semblee of peple witAouten 
a cheuenteyn or a chief lord is as a flok of scheep wttAouten 
a schepperde the which departeth t desparpleth t wyten 
® neuer whider to go. But wolde god fat the temporel 
lordes t aH worldly lordes were at gode acord t with the 
comoun peple wolden taken this holy viage ouer the see 
fanne I trowe wel fat wttAin a lityl tyme oure right 
12 heritage before seyd scholde be reconsyled t put in the 
hondes of the right lieires of jhesu crist. And for als 
moche as it is longo tyme passed fat per was no goneraH 
passage ne vyage ouer the see t many men desiren for to 
16 hero 1 speke of the holy lond t ban fere of gret solace t 
comforte, I John Maumlevylle knyght aH be it I bo not 
worthi fat was born in Englond, in the town of scynt 
Albones t passed the sec in the $eer of oure lord jhesu 
20 crist .Mitt ccc t xxij. in the day of seyntMicheH t hiderto 
haue l)on longe tyme ouer the see t haue seyn t gon 
forgh manye dyuerse londes t many prouynces t kyng- 
domes t jles And haue passed forghout Turkye Erinonye 
24 the litytt t the grete forgh Tartiirye Percye Surrye Arabye 
Egypt the high t the lowe thorgh lybye Caldee t a gret 
partie of Ethiope forgh Amazoyne Iude the lasse t the 
more a gret partie t thorgh out many othere jles fat ben 
28 aboaten Inde where dwellen many dyuerse folk t of dyuerse 
maneres t lawes and of dyuerse schappes of men Of 
wliiche londes t jles I scliatt speke more pleynly here after 
And I schaH devise 30 U sum partie of thinges fat fere ben 
32 whan tyme schaH ben after it may best come to my mynde. 
And specyally for hem fat wiH t are in purpos for to 
visite the holy citeo of lerwsalem t the holy places fat are 
fereaboute. And I schaH tett the weye pat fei schutt 
36 holden thider For I haue often tymes passed t ryden fat 
way with gode companye of many lordes, god be thonked. 


and envious, 
and the 
commoners 
want 
leaders. 


If all would 
only agree, 
we should 
soon regain 
our 

inheritance. 


As it is 
some time 
since the last 
Crusade, l f 
John Maun- 
devylle, who 
have 

travelled far 
and wide, 
will tell you 
of some of 
the things 
that I have 
seen. 

[1 fol. 3 b) 


To intending 
pilgrims 1 
will tell the 
way. 
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I have trans¬ 
lated this 
book for the 
benefit of 
gentlemen 
unacquaint¬ 
ed with the 
Latin 
tongue. 


For any 
mistakes in 
it I ssk 
forgiveness. 

[i fol. 4 a] 


And $ee schuH vndirstondo fat I haue put this boke out 
of latyn in to frensch t translated it ajen out of frensch 
in to Englyssch fat euery man of my nacioun may vnder- 
stonde it. But lordes t knyghtes t othere noble t worthi 4 
men fat conno not latyn but lityft t han ben bejonde the 
see knowen t vnderstonden v* i seye trouthe or non. 
And }if I J err in deuisyngo for for^etynge or ett fat fei 
mowc redresse it t amende it. For thinges passed out of 8 
longe tyme from a mannes mynde or from his syght 
turnen sone in to for^etynge because J>at mynde of man ne 
may not ben comprehended ne with holden for the freeltee 
of mankynde. 12 


Ch. i. 


Many ways * 
lead to 
Jerusalem. 


One road 
leads 
from the 
West 

through the 
states of the 
Ring of 
Hungary, 
who is lord 
over 

Sclavonia, 
Curaania, 
Bulgaria 
and part of 
Russia. 


TO TECHE 30U THE WEYE OUT OF ENGLOND 
TO COSTANTYNOBLE. 

I N the name of god glorious t aHmyghty he fat wil 
passe oucr the see t come to londe after the contree 
fat he cometh fro manye of hem comen to on ende. But 
troweth not fat I wil teH 30 U aH the townes t cytees t 16 
castelles fat men schuH go by for J>an scholde I make 
to longe a tale But att only summe con trees t most prin- 
cypaH stedes fat men schuH gone forgh to gon the righte 
way. First ^if a man come from the west syde of the 20 
world as Engelond Irelond Wales Skotlond or Norweye 
he may $if fat he wole go forgh Almayne t forgh the 
kyngdom of hungarye fat marcheth to the lond of 
Polayne t to the lond of Pannonye t so to Slesie. And 24 
the kyng of hungarie is a gret lord and a myghty t 
holdeth grete lordschippes t meche lond in his hond. 
For he holdeth the kyndom of hungarie Solauonye t of 
Comanye a gret part t of Bulgarie fat men clepen the 28 
lond of Bougiers t of the reme of Roussye a gret partie 
where of he hath made a Duchec bat lasteth vnto the 

f 

lond of Niflan \ marcheth to Pruysse. And men gon 
forgh the lond of this lord forgh a cytee fat is clept 32 
Cypron \ by the casteH of Neiseburgh t be the euyH 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 



[CH. I. THE WAY TO CONSTANTINOPLE.] 


town fat sytt toward the end of hungaryo And fe[ro] 
passe men the ryuer of Danubeo. This ryuere of Danubee 
is *a full gret ryuer t it goth in to Almayne vnder the 
4 hilles of lombardye and it receyueth in to him .xl. opera 
ryueres And it renneth forgh hungarie t forgh Grece t 
forgh Trachie t it entreth in to the see (*) toward the Est 
so rudely t so scharply fat the water of the see is fressch t 
8 holdeth his swetness .xx. myle wit Ain the see. And after 
gon men to Bolgraue t entren into the lond of Bourgres t 
fere passe men a briggo of ston fat is vpon the ryuer of 
Marrok t men passen forgh the lond of Pyncemarcz t 
12 comen to Grece to the cyteo of Nye and to the cytee of 
fynepape t after to the cytee of Dandrenoble t after to 
Constantynoble fat was wont to be clept Bezanzon. And 
fere dwelleth comounly the emperour of Grece. And 
16 fere is the most fayr chirche t the most noble of all the 
world t it is of seynt Sophie. And' before fat chirche 
is the ymago of Justynyan the emperour couered witA 
gold. And he sytt vpon an hors ycrowned t and he was 
20 wont to holden a round appeH of gold in his hond but it 
is fallen out fereof. And men seyn fere fat it is a tokcne 
fat the Emperour hath ylost a gret partie of his londee 
t of his lordschipes. For he was wont to ben emperour 
24 of Romanic t of Grece of all Asye the lesse t of the 
lond of Surrye of the lond of Judee, in the wliiche is 
ierusalem t of the lond of Egypt of Percye of Arabye. 
But he hath lost alt but Grece t fat lond he holt aH 
28 only. And men wolden many tymes put the appuit into 
the ymages hond a$en but it wil not holde it. This 
appuH betokeneth the lordschipe fat he hadde ouer all 
the 2 world fat is round. And the tother hond he lifteth 
32 vp a^enBt the Est in tokene to manace the mysdoeres. 
This ymage stont vpon a pylere of marble at Costantynoble. 

(*) so C. 


At Male- 
ville, the 
Danube is 
crossed, 
which runs 
through 
Greece and 
Thrace into 
the sea. 

[l fol. 4 b] 


At Belgrade, 
the land of 
the Bulgars 
is entered, 
then com os 
that of the 
Pinccnati , 
Nish, Philip, 
popoli, 
Adrian ople, 
and finally 
Constant!, 
nople or 
Byzantium. 


Before St. 
Sophia 
stands an 
equestrian 
statue of 
Justinian, 
from whose 
hand tho 
apple has 
dropped. 


The Eastern 
Empire is 
now shorn 
of all its 
dominions, 
except 
Greece. 


[2 fol. 5 a) 
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[CH. n. THE CROSS AND CROWN.] 


Ch. II 


The True 
Cross, the 
Tunica, the 
sponge and 
reed, and 
one of the 
nails are 
there. 


The cross in 
Cyprus is 
that of the 
good thief. 


The True 
Cross was 
made of 
four kinds 
of wood : 
cypress for 
the vertical 
piece, palm 
for the 
horizontal, 
cedar for the 
foundation, 
olive for the 
Inscription 
over the 
head. 


[fol.5 6] 

Cedar is in* 
corruptible. 


Cypress is 
aromatic. 


Palm means 
victory. 


OF THE CROSS AND 
LORD JH ESU CRIST. 


CROUNE OF OURE 


A T Costantynoblo is the cros of oure lord Jhesu crist and 
his cote withonten semes pat is clept Tunica inoon- 
BUTiLis t the spounge t the reed of the whicho the Jewes 
$aue oure lord eysett t galle in the cros. And J>ere is on of 4 
the nayles pat crist was naylled with on the cros. And sum 
men trowen pat half the cros J>at crist was don on be in 
Cipres in an abbey of monkes pat men callen tho hill of the 
holy cros but it is not so. For )>at cros pat is in Cypre is 8 
the cros in the whiche Dysmas the gode theef was honged 
onne. But aH men knowen not pat t )>at is euyli ydon. 

For for profyte of the offrynge J>ei seye pat it is the cros 
of oure lord Jhesu cryst. And $ce schuH vnderstonde 12 
J>at the cros of oure lord was made of .iiij. manere of trees 
as it is conteyned in this vers: In cruce fit palma 
oedrub CYPRE88U8 olyua. For that pece pat wente 
vpright fro the erthe to the heuecl was of cypresse t the 16 
pece pat wente ouerthwart to the whicho his hondes 
weren nayled to was of palme. And the stok that stode 
wit/dn the erthe in the whiche was made the morteys 
was of cedre And the table abouen his lieued )>at was 20 
a fote t an half long on the whiche the tytle was writen 
in Ebreu greu t latyn pat was of Olyue. And the Jewes 
maden the cros of theise .iiij. manere of trees for pei 
trowed pat oure lord Jhesu crist scholde han honged on the 24 
cros als longe as the cros myghto laste t J>erfore made pei 
the foot of the cros of Cedre. For Cedre may not in erthe 
ne in water rote t perfore pei wolde pat it scholde haue 
lasted longe. For pei trowed pat the hotly of crist scholde 28 
haue stonken J>ei made pat pece pat went from the erthe 
vpward of Cypres for it is wel smellyngo so )>at the smeH 
of his body scholde not greue men pat wente forby. And 
the ouerthwart pece was of palme for in the olde testa- 32 
ment it was ordeyned pat whan on was ouercomen he 
scholde be crowned with palme. And for pei trowed pat 
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thei hadden the victorye of crist Jhesws J>erfore made J>ei 
the ouerthwarfc pece of palme. And the table of the tytle 
)>ei maden of olyue For olyue betokeneth pes, As the 
4 storye of Noe witnesseth whan pat the culuer broughte 
the braunche of Olyue pat betokend pes made betwene god 
t man. And so trowed the Jewes for to haue pes whan 
crist was ded. For )>ei seydo J>at he made discord t strif 
8 amonges hem. And 3 ee schull vndirstonde pat oure lord 
was ynaylied on the cros lyggynge t perfore he suffred 
the more peyne. And the cristenemen pat dwellen be¬ 
yond the see in Grece seyn pat the tree of the cros pat 
12 wee callen cypress was of pat tree pat Adam ete the 
appuR of t pat fynde J»ei writen. And J>ei seyn also pat 
here scripture seyth pat Adam was seek and seyde to his 
sone Seth pat he scholdo go to the aungeH J>at kepte 
16 paradys pat he wolde senden hym oyle of mercy for to 
anoynte with his membres pat he myghte haue hele. 
And Seth wente but the aungeH wolde not late him 1 come 
in but seyde to him pal he myght not haue of the oyle of 
20 mercy, but he toke him .iij. greynes of the same tree 
J>at his fader eet the appeH offe t bad him als sone as his 
fader was ded pat he scholde putte Jjeise .iij. greynes 
vnder his tonge t graue him so t so he dide. And of 
24 J>cise .iij. greynes sprong a tree as the aungel seyde pat 
it scholde [growe] t here a fruyt )>orgh the whiche fruyt 
Adam scholde be saued. And whan Seth cam a$en he 
fonde his fader nere ded and whan he was ded he did 
28 with the greynes as the aungeH bad him of the whiche 
sprongew .iij. trees of the whiche the cros was made J'at 
bare gode fruyt t blessed, oure lord Ihesu crist Jjorgh whom 
Adam t all pat comen of him scholde be saued t delyuered 
32 from drede of deth wit/iouten ende, but it be here owne 
defaute. This holy cros had the Jewes hydd in the ertlie 
vnder a roche of the mownt of Caluarie t it lay J?ere .cc. 
jeer t more into the tyme [of] ( x ) seynt Elyne pat was 
36 moder to Constantyn the Emperonr of Rome. And sche 

0) Jwt, C. 


Olive is a 
symbol of 
peace. 


The Eastern 
Christians 
say that the 
Cross was 
made of the 
wood of the 
Tree of 
Knowledge! 

When Adam 
felt death 
near, he 
sent Seth to 
Paradise for 
oil of Mercy, 


[i fol. 6 a] 


but he was 
only allowed 
thr^e seeds 
of the Tree. 

He was 
buried with 
those seeds 
under his 
tongue; 


from the-, 
sprang the 
three trees 
that went to 
the making 
of the Cross. 


For two 
hundred 
years the 
True Cross 
was hidden. 
St. Helena, 
King Coel’s 
daughter. 
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[CH. II. THE CROSS AND CROWN.] 


Part of the 
Crown of 
Thorns is in 
the Sainte 
Chapelle, in 
Paris. 

[i foL 6 b] 


This Crown 
is mule of 
rushes of the 
* Bea, 


The other 
jiart is in 
Constant! 
nople. 


Many thorns 
are broken 
oir. 


When our 
Lord was 
first taken, 
He was 
crowned 
with while 
thorns. 


Therefore 
white thorn 
is a pro¬ 
tection 
against 
thunder and 
ghosts. 


was doughter of kyng Cool born ill Colchestre )>at was 
kyng of Engelond pat was clept panne Brytayne the more 
the whiche tho Emperour Constance wedded to his wif 

4 

for her bewteo t gat vpon hire Constantyn pat was after 4 
Emperonr of Rome t kyng of Englond. And $ee scbull 
vndirstonde pat tho cros of oure lord was .viij. cubytes 
long And the ouerthwart piece was of lengthe .iij. 
cubytes t an half And .o. partio of the crowne of oure 8 
lord wherwit/t he was crowned t on of the nayles t the 
spereheed t many oper relikes hen in Fraunce 1 in tho 
kynges Chapelt And the crowne lyth in a vesseH of 
cristall ricliely dyglit. Eor a kyng of Fraunce boughto 12 
peise relikes somtyme of tho Jewes to whom the Emperowr 

I 

had leyde hem to wedde for a grot sumrae of syluer. And 
3 if alt it bo so pat men seyn pat this croune is of thornes, 

^ee schuli vnderstonde pat it was of jonkes of the see pat 16 
is to sey russhes of the see pat prykken als scbarpely as 
thornes. For I liaue seen t beholden many tyines pat of 
parys t pat of Costantynoble for pei were botlie on made 
of russches of the see. But men ban departed hem in 20 
.ij. parties of the whiche .o. part is at Parys t the oper 
part is at Costantynoble. And I liaue on of tho precyouse 
thornes pat semeth liche a white thorn And pat was 
3ouen to me for gret specyaltee. For pere are many of 24 
hem broken t fallen in to the vesseH pat the croune lytli 
in. For pei breken for dryeness Avhan men meven hem to 
schewen hem to grote lordes pat comen thider. And 3 eo 
schuH vnderstond pat oure lord Ihesu in pat nyght pat 28 
he was taken he was ylad in to a gardyn t pere he was 
first examyned right scharply t pere tho Jewes scorned him 
t maden him a crowne of the braunchos of Albespyne pat 
is white thorn pat grew in pat same gardyn t setten it on 32 
his heued so faste t so sore pat the blood ran down be 
many places of his visage t of his necke t of his schuldres. 
And perfore hath the white thorn many vertues. For 
he pat bereth A braunclie on him pereoffe no thonder ne 36 
no maner of tempest may. dere him ne in the hows pat it 
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is jnne may non euyH gost entre no cowo vnto the place 
pat it is jnne. And 1 in fat same gardyn seynt Peter denyed 
oure lord thryes. Afterward was oure lord lad forth 
4 before the Bisschoppes t the maystres of the lawe in to 
anoper gardyn of Anne And pere also he was examyned 
repreued t scorned and crounod eft with a swete thorn pat 
men clepeth Barbarynes pat grew in pat gardyn t pat 
8 hath also manye' vertues. And afterward he was lad 
into a gardyn of Cayphas t pere he was crouned wit/i 
Eglentier And after he was lad into the chambre of 
Pylate t pere he was examynd t crouned. And the 
12 Jewes setten him in a chayere t cladde him in a mantell 
t pere made pei the croune of jonkes of the see And pere 
pei kneled to him t skornede him seyenge : Aue Rex 
JUDEORj/Af, pat is to seye: heyl kyng o^f Jewes. And of 
16 this croune half is at Parys and the other half at Costan- 
tynoble. And this croune had crist on his heued whan he 
was don vpon the cros t per fore oughte men to worschipe 
it t holde it more wortlii pan ony of the othere. And the 
20 spere schaft hath the Emperowr of Almayne but the 
heued is at Parys. And nathelos the Emperonr of 
Costantynoble seytli pat he hath the spere heed t I haue 

ft 

often tyme seen it but it is grettore pan pat at Parys. 


[l foL 7 a] 

In Annah’s 
garden He 
was crowned 
with sweet 
thorn. 


He was 
twice 
crowned 
afterwards. 


This is the 
Crown now 
divided 
between 
Paris and 
Constanti¬ 
nople, and 
worn on the 
Cross. 

There is one 
spearhead 
in Paris and 
another in 
Constanti¬ 
nople. 


OF THE CYTEE OF COSTANTYNOBLE t OF 
THE FE1TH OF GREK AS. 


24 A T Costantynoblo lyetli seynto Anne oure ladyes moder 
J7Y- whom seynte Elyne leet brynge fro Ierasalem. And 
pere lyeth also the body of John Crisostom pat was Erche- 
bisschopp of Costantynoble. And pere lyth also seynt 
28 hike the Euuangelist for his bones weren brought from 
Bethanye whero 2 ho was beryed t many opere relikes ben 
pere. And pere is the vessett of ston as it were of marbel 
pat men clepen Enydros pat eueremore droppeth water t 
32 filleth himself euerich $eer til pat it go ouer aboue with- 
outen pat that men take fro witAjnne. Costantynoble is 


Ch. III. 


The shrines 
of 8t. Anne, 
8t. John 
Clirysostom, 
and St. Luke 
are in Con¬ 
stantinople. 


[* fol. 7 b] 

There is also 
a marble 
vessel for 
ever drop¬ 
ping water 
and filling 
itself. 
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Constanti¬ 
nople i a 
triangular 
and lies 
on the 
Hellespont 


The ruins of 
Troy are on 
the sea-side. 


The Isles of 
Greece. 


In Lemnos 
is Mount 
.Athos. 


At Stagira 
Aristotle 
was born, 
and there 
annual cele¬ 
brations 
take place 
near his 
tomb. 


[i fol. 8 a] 

Mount 
Olympus 
stands 
between 
Macedonia 
and Thrace. 
The shallow 
of Mount 
Athos 
reaches 
Lemnos; 
the air on 
its summit 
is clear 
and dry. 


Philoso¬ 
phers have 
found that 
the dust on 
the summit 
was undis¬ 
turbed after 
a year, 
showing 


a full fair cytee t a godo t a wel walled t it is .iij.cornered. 
And J>ere is an arm of the see hellespont and sum men 
callen it the mouth of Costantynohle And sum men 
cailent it the brace of seynt George. And pot arm closeth 4 
the .ij. partes of the cytee. And vpward to the see vpon 
pot water was wont to be the grete cytee of Troye in a 
full fayr playn but pat cytee was destroyed by hem of 
Grece i lytyll appereth hereof because it is so longe sith 8 
it was destroyed. Abouten Grece pere ben many lies 
As Calistre Calcas Critige Tesbria Mynea Flaxon Melo 
Carpate t Lempne. And in this jle is the Mount Athos 
pat passeth the cloudes. And )>ere ben manye dyuerse 12 
langages t many contreys pot ben obedyent to the 
Emperour, pat is to seyne Turcople Pyncynard Comange 
t manye othere as Tragye t Macedoigne of the whiche 
Alisandre was kyng. In pat contree was Aristotle bom 16 
in a cytee pot men clepen Strogers a lytil fro the cytee of 
Trachye. And at Stragers lyth Aristotle t pere is an 
awtier vpon his toumbe And pere maken men grete festes 
of hym euery $eer as pougfi he were a seynt. And at his 20 
awtier pei holden here grete conseilles t here assembleez 

And thei hopen pot porgh inspiracioun of god t of him 

0 

pei schuH haue the better conseiH. In this contree ben 
right hyghe 1 hilles toward the ende of Macedonye 24 

And pere is a gret hill pot men clepen Olympus pot 

# 

deporteth Macedonye t Trachie And it is so high pot it 
passeth the cloudes. And pere is anoper hill pot is clept 
Athos pot is so high pot the schadewe of hym reclieth to 28 
Lempne pot is an lie and it is .lxxvj. myle betwene. And 
abouen at the cop of pot hill is the eyr so cleer pot men 
may fynde no wynd pere And perfore may no best lyue 
pere so is the eyr drye. // And men seye in this contrees 32 
pat Philosophres some tyme wenten vpon theise hilles t 
helden to here nose a spounge moysted witA water for to 
haue eyr for the eyr aboue was so drye. And abouen in the 
dust t in the powder of po hilles pei wroot lettres t figures 36 
with hire fyngres t at the $eres ende pei comen a$en t founden 
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the same lettres t figures the whiche bei hadde writen the that no 

° 9 clouds 


reached so 
high. 


The amphi¬ 
theatre at 


3 oer before witAouten ony defaute. And )>erfore it someth 
wel pat theiso hilles passen the clowdes t ioyncn to the 
4 pure eyr. At Coatantynoble is the palaya of the Em per our 
right fair t wel dyghfc And pere in is a fair place for 
justynges or for oper pleyes t desportes. And it is made 
witA stages t hath degrees abouto |>at euery man may wel 
8 se t non groue oper. And vnder peise stages ben stables 
wel yvowted for the eniperours hors t all the pileres ben 
of marbeti. And witAin the chirche of seynt Sophie wag 
An Emperour somtyme wolde haue biryed the body of j^ve or' 6 

Hermo- 
eenes, who 
believed in 
Christ two 
thousand 
years be¬ 
fore the 
Nativity. 


t it was hermogene the wise man. And «f The Greek 

7 Church, its 
faith and 
independ¬ 
ence of the 
Pope. 


12 his fader whan he was ded t as pei maden the graue pei 
founden a body in the erthe t vpon the body lay a fyn 
plate of gold And )>ere on was writen in Ebru / greu / t 
latyn lettres pat soyden pus: Ihesus cr/stus nasce 1 tub 
16 de virgine Maria t ego credo in bum. J)at is to 
seyno: Jhesu crist schatt be born of the virgyne Marie 
t I trowe in hyra. And the date whan it was leyd in the 
erthe was .ij.Mit. jeer before oure lord was bom And j[it] 
20 is the plate of gold in the thresorye of the chirche. And 
men seyn \ 

all it so be pat men of Grece ben cristene jit pei varien 
from oure feith For pei seyn pat the holy gost may not 
24 come of the sone but all only of the fadir. And pei are 
not obedyent to the chirche of Rome ne to the pope And 
pei seyn pat here Patriark hath as meche power ouer the 
see as the Pope hath on this syde the see. And perfore 
28 Pope John the .xxij. sende leWres to hew how cristene feith 
scholde l>en all on \ pat pei scholde ben obedyent to the 
Pope pat is goddes (*) [vicarie] on erthe to whom god jaf his 
pleyn powere for to bynde t to assoille t perfore pei scholde 
32 ben obedyent to him. And pei scnten ajen dyuerse answeres 
t amonges othere pei seyden pus : Potenciam tuam SUM- 

MAM CIRCA TUOS SUBIECTOS FIRM IT Eli C REDIM 175 SUPESBIAM 
TUAM SUMMAM TOLER ARE NON POSSUM US AUARICIAM TUAM 
36 8UMMAM SACIARE NON INTENDIMUS. DoM/NUS TECUM QUIA 

vacne. C. 


[l fol. 8 i>] 


Pope 

John XXII 
bade the 
Greeks 
submit 
to liiin. 


They defied 
and insulted 
him. 
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How the 
Greeks pre¬ 
pare the 
oread for 
the 

EuchnriBt. 
[1 fol. 9 a] 


What 
mictions 
they use. 

They deny 
purgatory, 


condone 
carnal sin, 

forbid 

second 

marriages. 


Simony 
prevails in 
the East 
as in the 
West. 


Their rules 
for Lent 
and for the 
weekly 
fasts. 

They forbid 
the Latins 
to use their 
altars. 


They deny 
that Jesus 
used food 
for his body. 
They con¬ 
demn the 
practice of 
shaving, 
and that of 
eating the 
flesh of 
animals 
forbidden 
in the Old 
Testament. 

[2 foi. 9 b ] 


domin i/s nobiscum EST. Jjat is to seye: Wee trowe wel 
pat fchi power is gret vpon thi subgettes. Wee may not 
suffre thin high pryde Wee hen not in purpos to fulfille 
thi gret couetyse. lord be with J)e for oure lord is with vs. 4 
fare welt And oper answere myghte he not liaue of hew. 
And also )>ei make here sacrement of the awteer of therf 
bred for oure lord made it of such bred whan he made his 
mawndee. And on the scherethorsday make 1 foi here therf 8 
bred in tokene of the mawndee t dryen it at the sonne 
t kepen it all the ^eer t 3 euen it to seke men in stede of 
goddes body. And )>ei make but ou vnxioun whan J>ei 
cristene children And J>ei anoynte not the seke men. 12 
And thei seye pat J>ere nys no purgatorie t pat soules 
schuS not haue nouper ioyo ne peyne till the day of 
doom. And J>ei seye pat Fornicacioun is no synne dedly 
but a thing )>at is kyndely And J>at men t wowmen scholde 16 
not wedde but ones And whoso weddetli oftere J>an ones 
here children hen bastardes t geten in synne And here 
prestes also ben wedded. And J>ei sey also pat vsure is 
no dedly synne. And )>ei sellen benefices of holy chirche 20 
t so don men in ojjere places, god amende it whan his 
wille is, And pat is gret sclaundro. For now is Simonye 
kyng crouned in holy chirche, god amende it for Ills 
mercy. And J>ei seyn pat in lentone men scliaH not faste 24 
ne synge masse but on the saterday t on the sonday. 
And )>ei faste not on the saterday no tyme of the $eer but 
it be cristemass euen or Ester euen. And J»oi suffre not 
the latynes to syngen at here aw teres t $if thei don he ony 28 
aventure anon J>ei wasschen the awteer with holy water. 
And j>ei seyn pat J>ere scholde be hut .o. masse seyd at on 
awtier vpon .o. day. And J>ei seye also pat oure lord ne 
eet neuere mete but he made tokene of etyng. And also 32 
J»ei seye pat wee synne dedly in schauynge oure berdes. 

For the herd is tokene of a man t ^ifte of oure lord. 

And J>ei seye pat wee synne dedly in etynge of beste* 
pat weren forboden in the olde testement t of the 36 
olde lawe as swyn hares t o]>ere hestes 2 J>at chewen not 
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[CH. III. CONSTANTINOPLE AND THE GREEK FAITH.] 13 


here code. And J)ei seyn fat wee synnon whan wee eten 
flessch on the dayes before A ssch Wednesday i of fat 
fat wee eten flessch the Wednesday t egges t chese vpon 
4 the frydayes And fei acursen all fo fat abstynen hem 
to eten flesch the saterday. Also the Emperour of Cos- 
tantynoble maketh the Patriark tlie Erchebysschoppes t 
the Bisshoppes t ^eueth the dignytees t the benefices 
8 of chirches t dopryueth hem fat ben worthy whan he 
fyndeth ony cause And so is he lord bothe temporett t 
spmVueH in his contree. And ^if }ee wil wite of here 
.A.B.C. what lettres fei ben here }ee may seen hem 
12 with the names fat fei clepen hem fere amonges hem : 


Other 
variation! 
between the 
Churches. 


The Greek 
Enmeror is 
the head 
of their 
Church. 


The Greek 
alphabet 


[Only photographs can do justice to the various alphabets 
contained in Mandeville.] 


OF SEYNT JOHN THE EUUAYGELIST t OF ch.iv. 
YPOCRAS DOUGHTER TRANSFORMED FROJ/ 

A WOifMAN TO A DRAGOUY. 


A ND aH be it fat feise thinges touchen not to .o. way 
neuertheles fei touchen to fat fat I haue hight jou 
to schewe 30 U a partie of custumes t maneres t dyuersitees 
16 of contrees. And for this is the firste contree fat is dis¬ 
cordant in feyth t in beleeue t varieth from oure feyth 
on this half the see, ferefore I haue sett it here, fat $ee 
may knowe the dyuersitee fat is betwene oure feyth t 
20 theires. For many men han grot likyng to here speke 

a 

of straunge thinges of dyuerse contreyes. 1 Now *etnrne I 
a^en for to teche 30 U the way from Constantynoble to 
Ierasalem. He fat wol forgh Turkye he goth toward 
24 the cytee of Nike t passeth forgh the }ate of Chieuetout 
t all weys men seen before hem the hill of Chieuetout 
fat is right high t it is a mylo t an half from Nike. 
And whoso wil go he watre ho the brace of seynt George 
28 t by the see where seynt Nicholas lyeth * toward many 
ofer places First men goth to an jle fat is clept Sylo. 
In fat lie groweth Mastyk on smale trees t out of hem 
cometh gomme as it were of plombtrees or of cherietrees. 


These 
variations 
of Church 
rnles, 
though no 

f art of an 
tinerary, 
are yet 
curious to 
notice. 


[i fol. 10 a] 


The land 
road. 


The sea 
voyage. 
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[CH. IV. THE LADY OF LANGO.] 


Pathrno*. 


St. John 
lived a 
hundred 
y ears. 


He died and 
was buried 
in Ephesus. 


His grave 
contains 
inarinnh, for 
his body Is 
In Paradise. 

The Turks 
hold Asia 
Minor. 

St. John lay 
down in Ids 
grave alive. 
Some l>e- 
lieve he is 
not dead. 


The soil of 
his grave 
moves as if 
a live tiling 
stirred 
below. 

Patera, the 
birthplace of 
St, Nicholas. 

[1 fol. 10 6] 


Crete has 
been 

granted to 
the Genoese. 


Hippo¬ 
crates' 
daughter 
has been 
transformed 
into a 
dragon by 
Diana. 


And after gon men porgh the lie of Pathmos t pere wrot 
seynt John the Euuangelist the apocalips. And $ee 
schuH vnderstonde pat seynt John was of age .xxxij. $eer 
whan oure lord suffred his passioun And after his passioun 4 
he lyuede .lxvij. $eer And in the .c. 3 eer of his age he 
dyede. From Pathmos men gon vnto Ephesim a faire 
citee t nygh to the see And pere dyede seynte John t 
was buryed behynde the high awtiere in a touinbe. And 8 
pere is a fair chirclie For cristene men weren wont to 
liolden pat place alweys. And in the tombe of seynt John 
is nought but Manna pat is clept Aungeles mete for his 
body was translated in to paradys. And Turkes liolden 12 
now aH pat place t the citee t the chirche And aH Asie 
the lease is ycleped Turkye. And $ee schuH vnderstonde 
pal seynt John leet make his grauc pere in his lyf t leyd 
himself perejnne aH quyk And perfore somme men seyn 16 
pat he dyed nought, but pat he resteth pere til the day 
of doom. And forsothe pere is a gret merueyle for men 
may see pere the erthe of the tombe 1 apertly many tymes 
ateren t meuen as pere weren quykke thinges vnder. And 20 
from Ephesim men gon porgh many lies in the see vnto 
the cytee of Paterane where seynt Nicholas was born t 
so to martba where he was chosen to ben Bisschopp t 
pere groweth right g[o]de wyn t strong And pat men 24 
callen wyn of martha. And from thens gon men to the 
He of Crete pat the Emperonr $af soratyme to Janeweys 
And parnie passen men porgh the lies of Colcos i of 
lango of the whiche Ile8 ypocras was lord offe. And 28 
somme men seyn pat in the lie of lango is $it the doughter 
of ypocras in forme t lykness of a gret dragoun pat is an 
hundred fadme of lengthe as men seyn, for I haue not seen 
hire. And pei of the lies callen hire lady of the lond 32 
And ache lyeth in an olde castell in a cave t scheweth 
twyes or thryes in the $eer and sche doth non harm to 
no man but pf men don hire harm. And sche was thus 
chaunged t transformed from a fair damysele in to lyk- 36 
ness of a dragoun be a Goddess pat was clept Deane. And 
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[CH. IV. THE LADY OP LANGO.] 


A bold 
knight of 


[fol. 11 a] 


but he fled 
in terror 
and she < 
him into 
the sea. 


Another 
young limn 
caine upon 
the damsel 
in her fair 
natural 
all ape, and 
asked for ' 
her love. 


men seyn pot sclie schal so endure in pat forme of a *^ecan 
dragoun vnto tyme pat a knyght come pat is so hardy pat ™^“ verted 
dar come to hire t kisse hire on pe mouth and pan schidl 
4 sclie tnme a$en to hire owne kynde t ben a womraan a$en ki “ her - 
but after pat sclie schaH not lyuen longe. And it is not 
longe sithen pat a knyght of the [hospital of] Rodes pat 
was hardy t doughty in armes seyde pat he wolde kyssen 
8 hire. And whan he was vpon his couraere t wente to 4 u^ e adven ' 
the casteti t entred in to the cave the dragoun lift© vp 
hire lied a$enst hint And whan the knyght saugh hire in 
pat forme so hidous t so horrible he fleygh awey -I the 
12 dragoun bare the knyght vpon a roche niawgree his hede “ k ^ n CA8t 
And from pat roche sche caste him in to the see t so was 
lost bothe hors t man. And also a $onge man pat wiste 
not of the dragoun wente out of a schipp t wente porgh 
16 the lie til pat lie come to the castell t cam in to the 
cave and wente so longe til pat he fond a chambre t pere 
he saugh a damysele pat kembed hire hede t lokede in 
a myrour. And sche liadde ineche tresoure abouten hire 
20 t he trowede pat sche hadde ben a comoun womraan pat 
dwelled J>ere to resceyue men to folye. And he abode tiH 
the damysele saugh [t]he schadewe of him in the myroitr. 

And sche turned hire toward him t asked hym what he 
24 wolde And he seyde he wolde ben hire lemman or para- She replied 

that he 

monr and sche asked him jif bat he were a knyght t he must be 

knighted 
first and he 
might then 

hire lemman But sche bad him gon aien vnto his felowes ? aiI \ hen ** ,f > 

° ? her treasure 

28 t [let] make him knyght t come a^en vpon the morwe ® g n 1 ^ n , J 1 er 
t sche scholde come out of the cave before him t panne 
come and kysse hire on the mowth. t haue no drede, for 
I schatl do pe no maner harm all be it pat pou see me 
32 in lykeness of a dragoun For pough pou se me hidouse 
t horrible to loken onne I do pe to wytene pat it is 
made be enchanntement. For witAouten doute I am non 
oper pan pou seest now, a womman, 1 And perfore drede [i f 0 ). n 6] 
36 pe nought. And ^if pou kisse me pou schalt haue aH 
this tresoure t be my lord t lord also of all pat lie. And 


seyde nay. And pan sche seyde pat he myghte not ben 


But he muat 
not be afraid 
of her 
dragon* s 
shape. 
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[CH. IV. THE LADY OF LANGO.] 


When he 
had been 
knighted, he 
came back, 
but tied in 
terror at her 
sight. 


She cried 
with sorrow, 
and he soon 
died. Since 
then, no 
knigiit can 
see her and 
live. 

She may yet 
be freed by 
a kiss. 


Rhodes 
belongs to 
the Hospi¬ 
talers. 

The C0I08- 
sians of 
Paul's 
epistle were 
the people 
of Rhodes. 


Ch. V. 


The wines 
of Cyprus. 


In Satalia 
was a lover 
who dese¬ 
crated the 
grave of a 
dead lady. 

[i fol. 12 a] 


he deported fro hire t wente to his felowes to scliippe t 
leet make him knyght t cam a^en vpon the morwe for 
to kysso this damysele. And whan he saugh hire comen 
out of the cave in forme of a dragoun so hidouse t so 4 
horrible he liadde so gret drede fat he fleygh a$en to the 
schipp t ache folewed him. And whan sche sawgh fat he 
turned not a$en sche began to crye as a thing fat hadde 
meclie sorwe And fannc sche turned a 3 en in to hire cave 8 
And anon the knyght dyede t sithen hiderwardes myghte 
no knyght se hire but fat ho dyede anon. But whan a 
knyght cometh fat is so hardy to kisse hire he schall not 
dye, but he schall tumo the damysele in to hire right 12 
forme t kyndely scliapp t he schal be lord of all the 
contreyes t lies al>oueseyd. And from fens men comen 
to the He of Bodes the whiclie lie hospitaleres holden t 
gouernen And pat token fei sumtyme from the Emperonr 16 
And it was wont to be clept Collos t so calle it the Turkes 
$it And seynt Poul in his epistles writeth to hem of pat 
lie Ad Collocenses. This lie is nygh .viij c . myle long 
from Constantynoble. 20 


[OF DIVERSITIES IN CYPRUS; OF THE ROAD 
FROM CYPRUS TO JERUSALEM, AND OF THE 
MARVELS OF THE FOSS FULL OF SAND.] 


A ND from this He of liodcs men gon to Cipre where 
beth many [wynes] ( 1 ) fat first ben rede t after . 0 . 
^ere fei becomen white And p eiso wynes fat ben most white 
ben ( 2 ) most clere t best of smeH. And men passen be fat 24 
way be a place fat was wont to ben a gret cytee t a gret 
lond t the cytee was clept Cathaillye, the whiche cytee 
1 1 lond was lost forgh folye of a $onge man. For ho had 
a fayr damysele fat he loued wel to his paramowr t sche 28 
dyed sodeynly t was don in a tombe of marble t for the 
grete lust fat he had to hire he wente in the nyght vnto 
hire tombe t opened it t went in t lay be hire t wente 
(*) vynes, C. (*) repeated in C. 


* 
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[CH. V. CYPRUS AND ACRE.] 


IT 


his wey. Ami whan it cam to tho cnde of .ix. monethes 
fere com a voys to him t seydo: Go to the tombe of fat 
womman t open it t behold what Jxm hast begoten on 
4 hire t ^if fou lette to go fou schalt haue a gret harm. 
And he ^ede t opened the tombe t fere fleygh out an 
Eddere right hidous to see, the wliiche als swythe fleigh 
aboute the cytee t tho contree t sone after the cytee sank 
8 down t fere ben manye perilouso passages with outen 
fayle. From Rodes to Cypre ben .v. myle t more, But 
men may gon to Cypre t come not at Rodes. Cypre is 
right a gode He and a fair t a gret and it hath .iiij. 
12 princypaB cy tees witAin him And )>ero is an Erchebysshopp 
at Nichosie t .iiij. othere bysschoppes in fat lond. And 
at Famagost is on of the princypall haueues of tl^e see, 
fat is in the world And fere arryuen cristene men t 
16 sarazynes t men of aB nacyons. In Cipre is the hiB of 
the holy cros t fere is an abbeye of monkes blake And 
)>ere is the cros of Dismas the gode theef as I haue seyd 
before, And summe men trowen fat fere is half the cross 
20 of oure lord but it is not so and fei don euyB J)ot make 
men to beleeue so. In Cipre lyth seynt zenomyne of 
whom men of fat contree maken gret solempnytee. And 
in the casteB of amoure lyth the body of seynt Hyllarie 
24 t men kepen it right 1 worschipfully. And besyde Famagost 
was seynt Barnabee the Apostle born. In Cipre men 
hnnten witA Papyouns fat ben lyche lyberdes t fei 
taken wylde bestos right well and fei ben somdeB more 
28 fan lyouns t fei taken more scharpelych the bestes t 

more delyuerly fan don houndes. In Cipre is the manere 

• . 

of lordes t all ofero men aB to eten on the erthe, for fei 
make dyches in the erthe aB aboute in the halle depe to 
32 the knee t fei do paue hem And whan fei wil ete fei 
gon fere in t sytten fere. And the skyB is for fei may 
be the more fressch for fat lond is meche more hottere 
fan it is here. And at grete festes t for straungeres fei 
36 setten formes t tables as men don in this contree, but fei 
had leuer sytten in tho erthe. From Cypre men gon to 

MANDEVILLE. 


An adder 
rose from 
the grave, 
and tho citj 
sank down. 


In Cyprus 
is the busy 
harltour of 
Famagosta. 


In Cyprus 
are the cross 
of the good 
thief, 


and the 
shrines of 
8 t. Zeno- 
myne and 
St. Hilary. 

[i fol. 12 b] 


Hunting 
leopards are 
used there. 


Meals are 
taken in 
sunk ditches 
in which it 
is cool. 
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Tyre is the 
first port on 
the passage 
to Jeru¬ 
salem. 


Scriptural 
associations 
of Tyre. 


[* fol. 13 a) 


Sarphen 
or Sarepta. 


Sydon, the 
home of 
Dido. 


Beyrouth. 


Jaffa. 


[CH. V. CYPRUS AND ACRE.] 

the lond of Jerusalem be the see and in a day t in a 
nyght he fat hath gode wynd may come to the hauene 
of Thire fat now is clept Surrye. There was somtyme a 
gret cytee t a gode of crystenemen but sarazins ban 4 
destroyed it a gret partye And fei kepe fat haue right 
weH for drede of cristene men. Men myghte go more 
right to fat hauene t come not in Cypre But fei gon 
gladly to Cipre to reste hew on the lond or eH to byggen 8 
thinges pat fei haue nede to here lyuynge. On the see 
syde men may fynde many rubyes. And fere is the welle 
of the whiche holy writt speketh offe t seyth: Fons 
ORTOR^Ar t puteus AQUARt/Af viUENCiUAf, fat is to seye : 12 
the welle of gardyns t the dych of lyuynge watres. In 
this cytee of Thire seyde the wowman to oure lord: 

BeaTUS VENT ER QUI TE PORTAUIT t YBERA QUB 8UCOI8TF, 

fat is to seye: Blessed be the body fat fe baar t the 16 
pappes fat fou sowkedest. And fere oure lord for^af 1 the 
wowman of Chananee hire synnes And before Tyre was 
wont to bo the ston on the whiche oure lord sat t 
prechede \ on fat ston was founded the chirche of seynt 20 
sauyour. And .viij. myle from Tyre toward the Est vpon 
the see is the cytee of Sarphen in sarept of sydonyens 
And fere was wont for to dwelle helye the prophete t 
fere reysed he Jona 9 the wydwes sone frow deth to lyf. 24 
And .v. myle fro sarphen is the cytee of Sydon of the 
whiche citee Dydo was lady fat was Eneas wif after the 
destruction of Troye t fat founded the cytee of Cartage 
in Affrik t now is cleped Sydon Sayete. And in the 28 
cytee of Tyre regned Agenore the fader of Dydo. And 
.xvj. myles frow Sydon is Beruth And fro Berutli to 
Sardenare is .iij. iourneyes And frow Sardenar is .v. myle 
to Damask. And whoso wil go longe[r] tyme on the see 32 
t come nerre to Jerusalem ho sclial go fro Cipre be see to 
the port Jaff For fat is the nexte hauene to Jerusalem. 
And the town is called Jaff for on of the sones of Noe 
fat highto Japhet founded it t now it is clept Joppe. 36 
And 300 sclniH vndcrstondc fat it is on of the oldest 
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8 


townes of the world For it was founded before Noeis 
flode And }it J>ere scheweth in the roche per as the Irene 
cheynes were festned pat Andromade a gret Geaunt was 
^ bounden wit A t put in prisoun before Noees flode of the 
whiche geant is a ryb of his syde pat is .xl. fote longe. 
And whoso wil arryuo at the firste port of Thire or of 
Surre J>at I liaue spoken of before may go be londe }if he 
wil to Jerusalem. And men goth fro Surre vnto the 
citee of Dacoun 1 in a day And it was clept somtyme 
Tholomayda And it was somtyme a cytee of cristenemen 

fuH fair but it is now destroyed t it stont ypon the see. 

12 . * * » 

And fro venyse to Akoun be see is .mm t iiij. myles of 

lombardye And fro Calabre or fro Cecylo to Akoun be see 
* 

is a .mccc. myles of lombardye And the He of Crete is 
right in the myd weye. And besyde the cytee of Akoun 

1A * xi 

1 to ward the see vj. furlonges on the right syde toward the 
south is the hill of Carmelyn where helyas the prophete 
dwelled t )>ere was first the ordre of frere carmes founded. 
This hiH is not right gret ne fuH high And at the fote of 
this hiH was somtyme a gode cytee of cristenemen pat 
men cleped Cayphas for Cayphas first founded it but it 
is now aH wasted. And on the lift syde of the hill 
Carmelyn is a town pat men clepen Saffre * pat is sett 
^ on ano)>er hiH pere seynt James t seynt Johu were born 
And in the worschipe of hem pere is a fair chirche. And 
fro Tholomayda pat men clepen now akoun vnto a gret 
hiH Jxit is clept [Scala Tyriorum is a .c. furlongas. And 
)>ere besyde renneth a lytil ryuer J>at is clept] Belon. And 
pere nygh is the Foss of Mennon pat is aH round t it is 
an hundred cubytes of largeness t it is aH fuH of graueH 
schynynge brighte of the whiche men maken faire verres 


20 


28 


32 


36 


t clere. And men comen fro fer by watre in schippes 
t be londe witA cartes for to fetten of pat graueH And 
J>ough pere be neuere so meche taken awey pere of on 
the day at morwe it is as fuH a$en as euere it was 2 And 
J>at is a gret meruaille. And pere is eueremore gret wynd 
in pat Foss pat stereth eueremore the graueH t maketli it 


Andromade 
the giant. 


Prom Tyre 
to Jernaa* 
lera by land. 


Acre or 
Ptolemais. 

[1 fol. 18 b ] 


Distances 
from Acre. 


Carmel. 


Haifa. 


Sepphoris. 


The pit 
from which 
sand is ob¬ 
tained for 
making 
glass. 


pfol. 14 a] 
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Gins* ihtde 
from metft] 


Gaza. 


Samson 
Delilah, and 
the Philis¬ 
tines. 


Land 

journey to 
Jerusalem. 


To reach 
Cairo and 
obtain the 
sultan’s 
licence for a 


pil^rimAge 
to Sinai, one 
should pass 
the desert 


[1 fol. 14 6] 


Egypt. 


[CH. V. CYPRUS AND ACRE.] 

trouble And $if ony man do pere jnne ony raaner metaH 
it turneth anon to glass. And the glass J>at is made of 
pat graueH pf it be don a$en in to the graueH it turneth 
anon in to graueH as it was first And perfore somnie men 4 
seyn pat it is a swelogh of the grauely see. Also from 
Akoim aboue seyd gon men forth .iiij. ioumees to the citee 
of Palostyne pat was of the Philistyenes pat now is clept 
Gaza pat is a gay cytee t a riche t it is right fayr t fuH g 
of folk t it is a lytill fro the see. And from this cyteo 
brought Sampson the stronge the ^ates vpon an high lond 
whan he was taken in pat cyteo And J>ero he slowgh in a 
paleys the kyng t liymself t grot nombro of the boste of j 2 
the Philistienos the whiche had put out his eyen t 
schauen his bed t enprisound him be tresoun of Dalida 
bis paramour, And pereforo he made falle vpon hem a 
gret halle whan poi were at mete. And frapi pens gon 
men to the cytee of Cesairo i so to the casteH of 
Pylgrymes t so to Ascolonge t pan to Jaff t so to 
Jerusalem. And whoso wiH go be londe porgh the lond 
of Babyloyne whore the sowdan dwelleth comonly he 20 
moste geto grace of him t leue to go more sikerly porgh 
po londes t contrees And for to go to tho mount of synay 
before pat men gon to Jerusalem t panne turne a$en to 
Jerusalem he scha go fro Gaza to the casteH of Daire. 24 
And after pat men comen out of Surrye t entren in to 
wylderriess t pere the weye is fuH 1 sondy. And pat 
wylderness t desert lasteth .viij. iourneyes but aH weys 
men fyriden gode jnnes t aH pat hem nedeth of vytaylle, 2 g 
And men clepen pat wylderness Achellek. And whan a 
man cometh out of J>at desert he entreth in to Egypt pat 
me clepen Egipt Canopat And after oper langage men 
clepen it Morsyn. And pere first men fynden a gode 32 
toun pat is clept Beleth t it is at the ende of the 
kyngdom of Halappee t from pens men gon to Babyloyne 
t to Cavre 

to 
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OF MANYE NAMES OF SOUDANS, t OF THE 
TOILS OF BABILOYNA. 

A T Babyloyne fere is a faire chirche of oure lady 

where she dwelled .vij. $eer wliau sche fleygli out 

% 

of the lond of Judee for drede of kyng heroud. And fere 
4 lyth the body of seynt Barbie the virgine t martyr And fero 
duelled Joseph whan ho was sold of his bretheren. And 
fere made Nabugodonozor the kyng putte .iij. children in 
to the fomeys of fuyr for fei weren in the right troutho 
8 of beleeue The whiche children men eloped Ananya 
Azaria MizaeH as the psalm of Benedicite seith But 
Nabugodonozor cleped hem oferwise Sydrak Misak t 
Abdenago fat is to soye god glarious, god victorious t 
12 god ouer all thinges t remes and fat was for the myraele 
fat ho Baugh goddes sono go with the children forgh 
the fuyre, as he seyde. peie duelleth the Soudan in 
his Calahelyk for fere is comownly his see in a fayr 
16 casteR strong t gret t wel sett vpon a roche. In fat 
casteR dueHe aH wey to kope it t for to serue the sowdan 

nil 

mo fan ,vj. persones fat 1 taken aH here necessaries of 
the sowdanes court. I ought© right wel to knowen it for 
20 I duelled with him as soudyour in his werres a gret 
while, a^en the Bedoynes And he wolde liaue maryed me 
fuH highly to a gret Princes* doughter $if I wolde han 
forsaken my lawe t my beleue. But I thanke god I had 
24 no wiH to don it for nothing fat ho beliiglite me. And 
$ee 8chuH vnderstonde fat the soudan is lord of .v. 
kyngdomes fat he hath conquered t apropred to him bo 
strength© And feise ben the names : The kyngdoni of 
28 Canapak fat is Egipt t the kyngdoni of Jerusalem whore 
fat Dauid t Salomon ivere kynges And the kyngdoni of 
Surrye of the whiche the cytoe of Damasc was chief 
And tho kyngdoni of Alappec in the lond of Math t the 
32 kyngdoni of Arabyo fat was to on of tho .iij. kynges fat 
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Caliph. 


List of 16 
soudans of 
Egypt. 

1 


2. Sal ad in 
fights 
Richard 
Occur de 
Lion; 


3, 4. 

[I fol. 15 b] 


5. 


fights 81 
Louis of 
France. 


6 . 


T. 


8 . 


Edward I, 
when Prince 
of Wales. 


9. 

10 . 


made offryng to oure lord wlian he was born. And 
many ofero londes he holdoth in his hond. And fere 
witA all he lioldeth Calyffes, fat is a futt gret tiling in 
here langage And’ it is als meche to seye as kyng. 4 
And fere were wont to ben .v. soudans but now fere is 
nomo but he of Egypt. And the firste soudan was Zarocon 
fat was of Mede t was fader to Sahaladyn fat toke the 
Califfee of Egipt t slough him t was made soudan bo 8 
strengthe. After fat was soudan Sahaladyn in whoos 
tyme the kyng of Engloiul Richard the firste [was fore] 
with rnanvo ofere fat kepten the passage fat Sahaladyn 
lie myghte not passen. After Sahaladyn regned his sone 12 
Boradyn And after him his neve we. After fat the 
Comaynz 1 fat wcren in seruage in Egipt felton liemse[l]f fat 
fei wercn of gret power j)ei chesen hem a Soudan amonges 
hem the wliiche made him to ben cleped Meleehsalau. 16 
And in his tyme entred into the contree of the kynges of 
France seynt Lowyjs t faught with him t [he] toke him 
t euprisound him. And this was slayn of his owno 
seruantes And after fei chosen an other to be soudan 20 
fat fei cleped Tympieman And he let delyueren seynt 
lowys out of prisoun for certeyn raunsoun. And after on 
of theise Comaynz regned fat highte Cachas t slough 
Turqueman for to be soudan t made him ben cleped 24 
Melechemes. And after anofer fat hadde to name 
Bendochdare fat slough Melechemes for to be Soudam t 
cleped him self Melechdare. In his tyme entred the gode 
kyng Edward of Englond in Syrye t dide gret harm to 28 
the Sarrazines. And after was this soudan enpoysound 
at Damasce And his sone thoughte to regnen after him 
be heritage t made him to ben clept Meleschsach. But 
another fat had to name Elphy chaced him out of the 32 
contree t made him soudan. This man toke the cytee of 
Tripollee t destroyede manyo of the cristene men the 
jeer of grace .Milt cc iiij score t ix. And after was he 
enprisound of another fat wolde be Soudan bqt he was 36 

1. 14, sef. C. 
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anon slayn. After fat was the sone of Elphy chosen to 
ben Soudan t cleped him Mellethasseraf t he tok the 
citee of Akoun t chaced out the cristene men t this was 
4 also enpoysond. And fan was his brother ymade Soudan 
t was cleped Melechnasser And after on fat Was clept 
Guytoga toke him t put him in prisoun in the castett of 
1 Mountryuatt t made him Soudan be strengthe i cleped 
8 him Melechcadeft t he was [a] (*) Tartaryne. But the 
Comaynz chaced him out of fe contree t diden hym 
meclie sorwe And maden on of hem self soudan pat 
hadde to name lachyn t he made him to ben clept 
12 Melechmanser the whiche on a day pleyed at the chess 
t his swerd lay besyde him t so befett fat on wratthed 
him i with his owno propre swerd he was slayn. And 
after pat )>ei weren at gret discord for to make a soudan 
16 And fynally fei accordeden to Melechnasser pat Guytoga 
had put in prisoun at MountrivaH And this regnede 
longe t gouerned wisely so pat his eldest sone was chosen 
after him Melechmader the whiche his brother leet sle 
20 pn’uyly for to haue the lordschipe t made him to ben 
clept Melechmadabron t he was Soudan whan I deported 
fro fo contrees. And wyte 3 ee wel pat the Soudan may 
lede out of Egipt mo fan ,xx Mitt, men of armes And out 
24 of Surrye t out of Turkye t out of o per contrees fat he 
holt he may arrere mo fan .1. Mitt, and att fo ben at his 
wages And fei ben att weys at him witAouten the folk of 
his contree fat is witfaniten nombre. And euerych of hem 
28 hath be 3 ere the mountance of .vj score, floreynes But it 
behoueth fat euery of hem holde .iij. hors t a cameylle. 
And be the cytees t be townes ben amyralles fat han 
the gouernance of the peple, On hath to gouerne .iiij. 
32 t anofer hath to gouerne .v. anofer mo t anofer wel 
mo And als many taketh the Amyratt be him allone as 
att the ofer 2 souldyours han vnder hym And ferfore 
whan the Soudan witt avance ony worthi knyght he 
36 maketh him a armratt, And whan it is ony derthe the 

0) MS. of. 
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knyglites ben right pore t panne J>ei sellen bothe here 
hors t here barneys. And the Soudan hath .iiij. wyfes on 
cristene t .iij. sarazines of the whicho on dwelletli at Jeru¬ 
salem t anoper at Damasce t anoper at Ascolon And 4 
whan hem lyst pei remewen to oper cytees And whan 
the Soudane wiH lie may, go to visite hem whan him list. 
And he hath as many paramours as him lyketh. For he 
maketh to come before him the fairest t the nobleste of 8 
birthe t the gentylleste damyseles of his contree And lie 
maketh hem to ben kept t serued full lionourabely And 
whan he wolo liaue on to lye with him he maketh hem aH 
to eomo before him And ho beholdeth in aH which of 12 
hem is most to his plcsancc t to hire anon he sendeth 
or casteth a ryng fro his fynger And panne anon sche 
scluifi ben bathed t richely atyred t anoynted wit A delicat 
thinges of swete smeH t pan lad to the Soudanes chambre, 16 
and pus he doth als often as him list whan he will liaue 
onye of hem. And before the soudan cometli no strangior 
but $if he be clothed in cloth of gold or of tartarie or of 
camaka in the Sarazines guyse t as the sarazins' vsen. And 20 
it behoueth pat anon at the firste sight pat men see the 
Soudan be it in windowe or in what place elles 1 pat men 
knele to him t kysse the ertho For pat is the manere to 
do reuerenco to the soudaun of hem pat spoken with him. 24 
And whan pat messangcres of straunge contrees comen 
before him the meynee of the Soudan, Whan the 
strangeres speken to hym, pei ben aboute the souldan 
with swerdes drawen t gysarmez t axes, here armes lift 28 
vp in high with po weponos for to smyte vpon hem $if 
pei seyo ony woonl pat is displesance to the soudan. 
And also no straungere cometli before him but pat he 
maketh him sum promys t graunt of pat the sowdan 32 
asketh resonabely beso it bo not a^onst his lawe. And 
so don opere Prynces be 3 onden For pei seyn pat noman 
schaH come before no Prynce but pat the souldan is bettre 
And schaH be more gladdere in departynge from his 36 
presence panne he was at the cornyngo before hym. And 
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8 


vnderstondetli j>ot that Babyloyne pat I liaue spoken offe 
where pat the Soudan duelleth is not fiat gret Babyloyne 
where the dyuersitee of langages was first made for 
vengeance by the myracle of god whan the grete tour of 
Babel was begonnen to ben made of the whiche the walles 
weren .lxiiij. furlonges of heighte. J)at is in the grete 
desertes of Arabye vpon the weye as men gon toward the 
kyngdom of Caldee. But it is fuH longe sith pat ony 
man durste neyghe to the tour for it is aH desert t fuH of 
dragouns t grete serpentes t fuH of dyuerse venymouse 
bestes all abouten. pat tour with the cytee was of ,xxv. 
12 myle in cyrcuyt of the walles As J»ei of the contree seyn 1 
i as men may demen by estimacioun after pat men tellen 
of the contree. And J)ough it be clept the tour of Babi- 
loyne }it natheles per*s were ordeyned witAjnne many 
16 mansiouns and many gret dwellynge places in lengths t 
bredo And ])at tour conteyned grot contree in circuyt, for 
the tour allouo conteyned .x. myle sqware. pat tour 
founded kyng Nembroth pat was kyng of J>at contree i 
20 he was the firste kyng of the world And he leet make an 
ymage in the lykness of his fader t constreyned aH his 
subgettee for to worschipe it. And anon begonnen othere 
lordee to do the same And so begonnen the ydoles t the 
24 symulacres first. The town t the cytee weren fuH wel 
sett in a fair contree t a playn pat men clepen the contree 
of Samar of the whiche the walles of the cytee weren .cc. 
cubytes in heighte t .1. cubytes of depnes. And the 
28 Ryuere of Eufrate ran porgh out the cytee t aboute the 
tour also. But Cirus the kyng of Perse toke from hem 
the ryuere t destroyed aH the cytee and the tour also. 
For he deported pat Ryuere in .cce. t .lx. smale ryueres 
32 be cause pat he had sworn pat he scholde putto the ryuere 
in such poynt J»ot a womman myghte wel passe Jjere with 
outen castynge of of hire clothes for als moclio as ho hadde 
lost many worthi men pat troweden to passen pat ryuere 
36 be swymmynge. And from Babyloyne where the soudan 
dwelleth to go right betvyepe the Oryent t tho Septem- 
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Babylon _tiie tryon toward the grete Babyloyiie is xl. ioumeyes to 

ft^m'Baby P a88en desert. But it is not the grete Babiloyne in 

luu the Less, the lond t in the powere of the seyd Soudan but it is in 

[i foi. is «] the power and the lordschipe of Persye. 1 But he holdeth 4 


Power and 
greatness 
of the 

Gieat Chan. 


it of the grete Chane pot is the gretteste Emperour t the 
most souereyn lord of aH the parties be^ondo t lie is lord 
of the iles of Cathay t of manye opero iles t of a gret 


partie of Inde And his lond niarcheth vnto Prestre 8 


Johnes lond And he holt so moche lond that he 


Mahomet's 
shrine is in 
Methon in 
Arabia. 


The desert 
is barren 
from lack of 
water only. 


Extent of 
Arabia. 

[2 fol. 18 61 


Carthage, 
Dido and 
Eneas. 


Har&n. 


knoweth not the ende And ho is more myghty t gretter 
lord wit^outen comixirsoun pan is the Soudan. Of his 
ryaH estate t of his myght I schaH speke more plenerly 12 
when I schall speke of tho lond t of the contree of ynde. 
Also the cytee of Methon where Machomet lyth is also 
of the grete desertes of Arabye. And pere lith the body 
of hym fuH honourabely in here temple pot the Sarazines 16 
clepen Musketh. And it is fro Babyloyne the lesse 
where the Soudan dwelleth vnto Methon aboueseyd in 
to a .xxxij. ioumeyes. And wyteth wel pot the rewme 
of Arabye is a full gret contree, but pere in is ouer moche 20 
desert And noman may dweH pere in pot desert for 
defaute of water. For pot lond is aH grauelly t fuH 
of sond And it is drye t no thing fructuous be cause 
pot it hath no moysture t perfore is pere so meche desert. 24 
And $if it hadde Ryueres t welles t the lond also were 
as it is in oper portyes it scholde ben als fuH of peple 
i als fuH enhabyted with folk as in other places. For 
pere is fuH gret multitude of peple where as tho lond 28 
is enhabyted. Arabye dureth fro the endes of the reme 
of Caldee vnto the laste ende of 2 Affryk t marcheth to 
tho lond of ydumee toward the ende of Botron. And 
in Caldee the chief cytee is Baidak And of Affryk the 32 
chief cytee is Cartage pot Dydo pat was Eneas wif 
founded The whiche Eneas was of the cytee of Troye t 
after was kyng of Itaylle. Mesopotamye streccheth also 
vnto the desertes of Arabye t it is a gret contree. In 36 
this contree is the cytee of Daraym where abrahames 
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fader duelled t from whens Abraham departed be 
commandement of the Aungelt And of )>at cytee was 
Effraym pat was a gret clerk t a gret doctour And 
4 Theophilus was of pat cytee also pat oure lady sauede 
from oure enemye. . And Mesopotayme duretk fro the 
ryuere of Eufrates vnto the ryuere of Tygris. For it 
is betwene Jjo .ij. ryueres. And be^onde the ryuere of 
8 Tygre is Caldee pat is a fuH gret kyngdoin. In pat 
rewme, at Baidak aboueseyd was wont to duello the 
Calyffez pat was wont to ben bothe as Emperour t Pope 
of the Arabyenez so pat he was lord spm£ueH t temporeH 
12 And he was successour to Machomete t of his generactoun. 
)?at cytee of Baidak was wont to ben cleped Sutis t 
Nabugodonozor founded it And perc duelled the holy 
prophete Daniel t pere ho saugh visiounes of heuene 
16 t pere he made the exposicioun of dremes. And in old 
tyme pere were wont to be .iij. Calyffeez : He of Arabye, 
he of Caldeez And pei 1 dwelleden in the cytee of Baidak 
aboueseyd. And at Cayre besides Babyloyne duelled the 
20 Calyffee of Egypt t at Marrok vpon the west see duelte 
the Calyffee of Barbaryenes t of Affrycaues. And now 
is pere non of the Calyffeez ne nought han ben sithe the 
tyme of the Sowdan Sahaladyn For from pat tyme hider 
24 the Sowdann clepeth him self Calyffee And so han the 
Calyffeez ylost here name. Also wyteth wel pat Babyloyne 
pe lesse where the Soudan duelleth t (*) the cytee of 
Cayr pat is nygh besyde it ben grete huge cytees manye 
28 t fayre and pat on sitt nygh pat other. Babyloyne sytt 
upon the ryuere of Gy son somtyme clept Nyle pat cometh 
out of Paradys terrestre. Jjat ryuere of Nyle all the $eer 
whan the sonne entreth in to the signe of Cancer it 
32 begynneth to wexe And it wexeth aHweys als longe as the 
sonne is in Cancro t in the signe of the lyoun). And 
it wexeth in such manere pat it is somtyme so gret pat 
it is .xx. cubytes or more of depness And panne it doth 
36 gret barm to the godes pat ben vpon the lond For panne 

(*) at, MS. 
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Times of 
dearth from 
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floods. 


[1 fol. 19 6] 


The Nile 
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ground from 
India to 
Ethiopia. 


The ibis is 
like a stork, 


may woman trauaylle to ere the londes for the grete 
moystnese Ami ferforo ia fere dere tyme in fat contree. 
And also whan it wexeth lytytt it ia dere tyme in pat 
contree for defaute of moysture. And whan the sonne 4 
ia in the signe of Virgo fanne begynneth the ryuere for 
to 1 wane t to decrece lytyl t lytyH So fat whan the sonne 
is ( x ) entred in to the igne of libra fanne fei entren 
betwene theise ryueres. This ryuere cometh rennynge ® 
from Paradys terrestre betwene the desertes of ynde t 
after it smytt vn to londe t renneth longe tyme many 
grete contrees vnder ertho And after it goth out vnder 
an high liill fat men clepen Aloth fat is betwene ynde 12 
t Ethiope the mountance of .v. monethes iourneyes fro the 
entree of Ethiope And after it ouvyrouneth aH Ethiope 
t Morekane t goth aH along fro the loud of Egipte vnto 
the cytee of Alisandre to the endo of Egipte and fere it 1® 
falleth in to the see. Aboute this ryuere ben manye 
briddes i foules As Sikonyes fat fei clepen Ibes. 


# 


» 


ci.- vn. OF THE CONTREE OF EGIPT; OF THE BRID 
FENIX; OF ARABYE; OF THE CYTEE OF 
CAYRi?; OF THE COjYNYNGE TO KNOWEN 
BAWME AND TO PtftfUEN IT, AND OF THE 
GERNERES OF JOSEPH. . 
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p fol. 20 a] 


E GYPT is a long contree but it is streyt fat is to seye 

narow for fei may not eulargen it toward the desert 20 
for defaute of water And the contree is sett along vpon 
the ryuere of Nylo be als moche as fat ryuere may serue 
be flodes or oferwise fat whanne it floweth it may spredon 
abrood f orgh the contree, so is the contree large of lengthe. 24 

For fere it reyneth not but lityll in fat contree t for fat 

% 

cause fei haue no water, but $if it 2 be of fat flood of fat 
ryuere. And for als moche as it ne reyneth not in 
fat contree but the cyr is alwey pure t doer, ferfore in 28 

( J ) is repeated in MS. 
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fat contree ben the gode astronomyores, for fei fynde 
fere no cloudes to letten hem. Also the cytee of Cayre 
is right gret t more huge fan fat of Babyloyne the lesse 
4 And it sytt abouen toward the desert of Syrye a lytill 
abouen the ryuere aboueseyd. In Egipt fere ben .ij. 
parties, The heghte fat is toward Ethiope t the lowenoss 
fat is towardes Arabyo. In Egypt is the lond of 
8 Rama9so8 t the lond of Gossen. Egipt is a strong 
contree for it hath many schrewedo hauenes be cause 
of the grete Roches fat ben stronge and daungorouse 
to passe by. And at Egipt toward the Est is the rede 
12 see fat dureth vnto the cytee of Coston t toward the 
west is the cytee of lybye fat is a fuH drye lond t litytt 
of fruyt, for it is ouer mocho plentee of heto And fat 
lond is clept Fusth. And toward the partie meridional! 
16 is Ethiope t toward the north is the desert fat dureth 
vnto Syrye t so is the contree strong on att sydes. And 
it is wol a .xv. iourneyes of lengthe t more fan two 
so mocho of desert -t it is but .ij. iournees of largeness. 
20 And betwene Egipt t Nubye it hath wel a .xij. iournees 
of desert And men of Nubye ben cristen but fei ben 
blake as the Mowres for gret hete of the sonne. 1 In 
Egipt fere ben .v. prouynces, fat on hight Sahyth fat 
24 other hight Demeseer another Resich, fat is an lie in 
Nyle, Another Alisandre t another the lond of Damyete. 
Jjat citee was wont to be right strong but it was twyes 
wonnen of the cristene men And ferfore after fat the 
28 sarazines beten down the walles And witA the walles t 
the toures ferof the sarazaines maden another cytee more 
fer from the see t clepeden it the newe Damyete, So fat 
now no man duelleth at the rathere toun of Damyete. 
32 At fat cytee of Damyete is on of the hauenes of Egypt 
t at Alisandre is fat other fat is a futt strong cytee, But 
fere is no water to drynke, but $if it come be condyt from 
Nyle fat entreth in to here cisteme9, And who so stopped 
36 fat water from hem, fei myghte not endure fere. In 
Egypt fere ben but fewe Forcelettes or castelles be cause 
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St. Anthony 
the Great 
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P fol. 21 a] 
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[2 fol. 21 b ]. 
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is a symbol 
of Christ. 


pat the con tree is so strong of himself. Nota of a 
mjt/tueyle. At the desertes of Egypte was a worthi man 
pat was an holy heremyte t pare mette witA him a Monstre 
pat is to seyne a monstre is a J)ing difformed a^en kyndo 4 
bothe of man or of best or of ony ping elles t pat is cleped 
a Monstre. And this monstre pat mette witA this holy 
heremyte was as it hadde ben a man pat hadde .ij. homes 
trenchant on his forhede t ho hadde a body lyk a man ® 
vnto pe navele 1 And benethe he hadde the body lych a 
goot t the heremyte asked him what he was. And the 
monstre answerde him t seyde he was a dedly creature 
such as god hadde formed t duelled in po desertes in 12 
purchacyngo his sustynance, t besoughte the heremyte 
pat he wolde preye god for him the whiche pat cam from 
heuene for to sauen all mankynde t was born of a mayden 
t suffred passioun \ deth as wee wel knowen, be whom 16 
wee lyuen t bon. And $it is the hede witA the .ij. homes 
of pat monstre at Alisandre for a merueyle. In Egipt 
is the citee of Elyople pat is to seyne the cytee of the sonne. 

In pat cytee pere is a temple made round after the scliapp 20 
of the temple of Ierusalem. The prestes of pat temple han 
all here wrytynges vnder the date of the foul pat is clept 
Fenix t pere is non but on in aH the world And he cometh 
to brenne himself vpon the awtere of pat temple at the ende 24 
of .v. hundred $eer for so longe he lyueth. And at the 
.vc. ^eres ende the prestes arrayen here awtere honestly 
and putten pere vpon spices t sulphur vif t o per thinges 
pat wolen brennen lightly And pan the brid Fenix 28 
cometh t brenneth himself to askes. And the first day 
next after men fynden in the askes a worm And the 
seconde day next after men fynden a brid quyk t parfyt 
And the thridde day next after he fleeth his wey And 32 
so pere is no mo briddes of pat 2 kynde in aH the world 
but it allone t treuly pat is a gret myracle of god. And 
men may wel lykne pat bryd vnto god be cause pat pare 
nys no god but on And also pat oure lord aroos from 36 
deth to lyue the thridde day. This bryd men seen often 
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tyme flecn in fo contrees And lie is not mecheles more 
fan an Egle And he hath a crest of fedres vpon his hed 
more gret fan the poocok hath t his nekke is $alow after 
4 colour of an OrieH fat is a ston wel schynynge. And 
his bak is coloured blew as ynde And his wenges ben 
of purpre colour And the tayll is jelow * red, castynge 
his tayH a$en in travers. And he is a fuH fair brid to 
8 loken vpon a^enst the sonne, for he schyneth full glori¬ 
ously t nobely* Also in Egipt ben gardynes fat han 
trees t herbes fe whiche beren frutes .vij. tyraes in the 
$eer And in fat lond men fynden manye fayre Emeraudes 
12 i ynowe And ferfore fei ben fere grettere cheep. Also 
whan it reyneth ones in the somer in the lond of Egipt 
fanne is aH the contree fuH of grete myzs. Also at Cayre 
fat I spak of before sellen men comounly botfre men t 
16 wommen of other lawe as we don here bestes in the markat . 
And fere is a comoun hows in fat cytee fat is aH fuH of 
Bmale fumeys t thider bryngen wommen of the toun here 
eyren of hennes of gees t of dokes for to ben put into 
20 fo forneyses And fei fat kepen fat hows couereu hem 
wttA hcto of hors dong Withouten henno goos or doke 
or ony ofer foul. And at the ende 1 of .iij. wokes or of a 
moneth fei comen a^en t taken here chikenes t norisschen 
24 hem t bryngen hem forth so fat aH the contree is fuH of 
hem And so men don fere bothe winter t somer. Also 
in fat contree t in ofere also men fynden longe Apples to 
selle in hire cesoun t men clepen hem Apples of Paradys 
28 t fei ben right swete t of gode sauour And fogli $oe 
kutte hem in neuer so many gobettes or parties ouer- 
thvvart or endlonges eueremore $oe schull fynden in the 
myddes the figure of the holy cros of oure lord Ihesu 
32 But fei wil roten within .viij. dayes And for fat cause 
men may not carye of fo apples to no fer contrees. Of 
hem men fynden the mountance of an hundred in a 
bascat to selle t fei han grete leues of a fote t an half 
36 of lengthe t fei ben couenably large. And men fynden 
fere also the appuH tree of Adam fat ban a byte at on 
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of the sydes And fere ben also Figc trees fat beren no 
leves but fyges vpon the smale braunches t men clepen 
hew Figes of Pharoon. Also besydo Cayre wit/iouten 
fat cytee is the fold where Bawme groweth And it 4 
comcth out on smale trees fat ben non hycre fan to a 
manne8 breek girdiH t fei semen as wode fat is of the 
wyldo vync. And in fat fold ben .vij. wellos fat oure 
lord Ihesu crist made with on of his feet whan he wente 8 
to pleyen with ofer children, fiat fold* is not so wel 
closed but fat men may entren at here owno list, But 
in fat ce8onn fat the 1 bawme is growynge men put 
fere to godo kepynge fat no man( 1 ) dar ben hardy to 12 
entre. This bawme groweth in no place but only fere 
And fough fat men bryngen of fo plauntes for to planten 
in ofer controes fei growen wel t fayre but fei bryngen 
forth no fructuous thing, t the leves of bawme no fatte 16 
nought. And men kutten the braunches with a scharp 
flyntston or with a scharp bon whanne men wil go to 
kutto hew, For who so kutte hew with jren it wolde 
destroyo his vertuo t his nature. And the sarazines 20 
clepen the wode EnOchbalse, And the fruyt the whiche 
fat is as quybybes fei clepen Abebissam And the lycour 
fat droppeth fro tho braunches fei clepen Guybalse. 
And men maken aH weys fat bawme to Ixm tyled of the 24 
cristen men or elles it wolde not fructyfyo As the Sara- 
zins seyn liewself for it hath ben oftentyme preued. 
Men seyn also fat the bawme groweth in ynde the more 
in fat desert where Alysaundre spak to the trees of the 28 
sonne t of tho mone But I haue not seen it For I haue 
not ben so fer abouen vpward because fat fere ben to 
many oerilouse passages. And wyte ^eo wel fat a man 
oughte to take godo kope for to bye bawmo but $if he 32 
cone knowe it right wel, for ho may right lyghtly ben 
disceyued For men sellen a gowmo fat men clepen 
Turbentyno in stede of bawme And fo» putten fereto a 
lititt bawme for to ^euen godo odour And suwme putten 36 

(*) entre, MS. 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 



[CH. VII. EUYPT, BALM, THE PYRAMIDS.] 


33 


wax in oyle of the 1 wode of tho fruyt of bawme t seyn 
pat it is bawme And summe dostyllen olowes of gylofro 
t of spykenard of Spayne t of opere spices pat lxm 
4 wel smellynge t the lykour pat goth out perof pei 
clepe it bawmo And pus ben many grete lordes t opere 
disceyued And pei we new pat pei ban bawme t pei haue non. 
For the Sarazines countrefeten it be sotyltee of craft for to 
8 disoeyuow the cristeno men as I haue seen fuH many a 
tyine. And after hem the marchauntes t the Apotecaries 
cowntrofeten it eftsones t panne it is lasse wortli t a gret 
del worse. But 3 if it lyko 30U I scliall schewe how 300 
12 8 cliull knowe t preue to the ende pat 3 ee schull not ben 
disceyued. First 3 ee schuH wel knowe pat the nature!! 
bawme is full cleer t of cytryne eolour t strongly 
smellynge. And 3 d it be thikke or reed or blak it is 
16 Sophisticate pat is to seyne contrefeted t made lyke it 
for disceyt. And vnderstondeth pat 3 d 3 ee wil putte a 
lityll bawme in the paw me of 3 oure bond a 3 cn the sonne, 
3 if it bo fyn t gode 300 ne schul! not sutfre 3 oure liand 
20 a 3 enst the heto of the sonne. Also taketh a lytill bawme 
with the poynt of a knyf t touche it to the fuyr t 3 d it 
brenne it is a gode signe. After take also a drope of 
bawme t put it into a disscli or in a cuppe with mylk of 
24 a goot And 3 d it be nature!! bawme ano?t it wole take t 
beclippe the mylk. Or put a drope of bawme in clere 
water in a cuppe of syluer or in a clere bacyn t store it 
wel with tho clere water And 3 d pat tho -bawme be 
28 fyn t of his owne kynde the water sch«H neuere trouble, 
And. 3 if the bawme be sophisticat pat is to seyne 
countrefeted the water scliall beco[m]e anon trouble. 
And also 3 if the bawme be fyn it seliall falle to the 
32 botme of the vessel! as pough it were quyk syluer, For 
the fyn bawme is more lieuy twyes pan is the bawme pat 
is sophisticat t countrefeted. Now I haue spoken of 
bawme t now also I scliall speke of another thing pat is 
36 be 3 onde Babyloyne aboue the Flode of Nile toward the 
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sepulchral 

monuments, 

t 1 fol. 21 a] 
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[fob 24 h] 
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desert betwene Affrik t Egypt pat is to seyne of the 
Gerneres of Joseph pat he leet make for to kepe the 
greynes for the perile of the dere 3 eres. And j>ei ben 
made of ston full wel made of Masounes craft Of the whiche 4 
.ij. ben merueylouse grete t hye And the to)>ere ne ben 
not so grete. And euery Gemer hath a $ate for to entre 
witAjnne A lytitt hygh from the erthe For the lond is 
wasted t fallen sithe the Gerneres were made. And 8 
wttAjnne ]>ei ben all full of serpentes And abouen the 
Gerneres wit^outen ben many scriptures of dyuerse 
langages. And summen seyn pat )>ei ben sepultures of 
grete lordes pat weren somtyme but pat is not trewe For 12 
all the comown rymour t speche is of all the peple 1 )>ere 
bothe fer \ nere pat J»ei ben the Garneres of Joseph And 
so fynden J?ei in here scriptures t in here cronycles. On 
Pat o per partie, }if )>ei weren sepultures pei scholden not 16 
ben voyd witAjnne Ne J>ei scholde haue no ^ates for to 
entre witAjnne. For }ee may wel knowe pat tombes t 
sepultures ne ben not made of such gretness ne of suche 
highness, Wherfore it is not to beleue pat pei ben tombes 20 
or sepultures. In Egypt also Jjere ben dyuerse langages 
t dyuerse leWres t of o per manere condiciown )>an )>ere 
ben in o per partes As I schall deuyse 30 U suche as |>ei 
ben And the names how thei clepen hem, To such entent 24 
pat }ee mowe knowe the difference of hem t of othere. 

[Another alphabet.] 


OF THE YLE OF CECYLE; OF' THE WEYE FKO 
BABYLOYNE TO THE MOWNT SYNAY; OF 
THE CHIRCHE OF SEYNTE KATERYNE, AND 
OF AXLE THE MERUAYLLES )>ERE. 


N OW wil I retourne a^en or I procede ony ferthere for 
to declare 30U the othere weyes pat drawen towardes 
Babiloyne where the Soudan himself duelleth pat is at 28 
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the entree of Egypt, for als moche as many folk gon 
J>ider first t after pat to the mownt Synay t after re- 
tournen to Iernsalem, As I liaue seyd jou here beforn. 
4 For J>oi fulfillen first the more longe pilgrymage t after 
retournew ajen be the nexte weyes because pat the more 
ny weye is the more worthi t Jjat is Ierusalein, For non 
other pilgrymage is not lyk in comporsouw to it. But 
8 for to fuHfille here pilgrymages more esily t more sykerly 
men gon first the longer weye rathere j>an the nerere 
weye. But whoso wil go to Babyloyne be another weye 
more schort from J»e contrees of the west )>at I haue 
12 reherced before or from oper contrees next fro hem, J»an 
men gon by Fraunce be Burgoyne t be Lombardye. It 
nedeth not to telle jou the names of the cytees ne of 
the townes J)at ben in J>at weye For the weye is comoun 
16 t it is knowen of many nacyouns. And pere ben manye 
havenes [where] pat men taken the see. Summe men taken 
the see at 1 Gene, Somme at Venyse t passen be the see 
Adryatyk jnit is clept the Goulf of Venyse, pat departeth 
20 ytayllc t Grece on pat syde. And somme gon to Naples 
sow me to Home t from Rome to Brandys t pere )»ei 
taken the see t in many othere places where pot hauenes 
ben. And men gon be Tussye be Chajnpayne be Calabre 
24 be Appuille t be the hilles of ytaylle be Cliorisqe bo 
Sardyne 4 be Cycile pat is a gret lie 4 a gode. In pat 
lie of Cycile per is a maner of a gardyn in the wliiche 
ben many dyuerse frutes And the gardyn is alweys 
28 grene 4 florisshing, all the cesouns of the jeer als wel 
in winter as in somer. at lie holt iu compas aboute 
.ccc 4 1. frensche myles And betwene Cycile 4 Itaylle 
pere is not but a lytill arm of the see ]>at men clepen 
32 the Farde of Mescyne And Cycile is betwene the see 
Adryatyk t the see of lombardye, And fro Cycile in 
to Calabre is but .viij. myles of lombardye. And in 
Cycile pere is a manero of serpentes be the whiche men 
36 assayen t preuon whej>er here children ben bastarde« or 
none or of lawefull mariage, For jif ])ei ben bom in right 
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Etna and 
the vol¬ 
canoes. 

P fol. 25 6] 


Pisa^ 


Corfti. 


Valona, 

Durazzo. 


Alexandria, 
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8 t. Cath¬ 
erine’s and 
of 8t. Mark’s 
martyrdom. 

[2 fol. 26 a] 

Pictures 
white¬ 
washed by 
Saracens. 


manage the serpentes gon aboute hem t ilon hem non 
harm And }if fei ben bom in avowtrie the serpentes 
byten hem t envenyme hem t thus manye wedded men 
preuen 3 if the children ben here owne. Also in fat He 1 
is the Mount Ethna fat men clepen Mount GybeH 1 1 the 
wlcanes fat ben eueremore brennynge. And fere ben 
.vij. places fat brennen t fat casten out dyuerse flawmes 
and dyuerse colour And be the chaungynge of fo flawmes 8 
men of fat con tree k no wen whanne it schaH be derthe or 
gode tyme or cold or hoot or moyst or'dfye or in aH 
othere maUere how the tyme schall be gouerned. And 
from Itaille vnto the wlcanes nys but .xxv. myle And 12 
men seyn fat the wlcanes ben wey.es of helle. Also 
whoso goth be Pyse 3 if fat men list to go fat weye fere 
is an arm of the see where fat men gon to ofere hauenes 

in fo marches And fan men passen be the lie of Greef 16 

% 

fat is at Gene And after arryueth men in Grbce at the 
hauene of the cytee of Myrok or at the liauene of Valone 
or at the cytee of Duras, t fere is a Duk at Duras, or at 
ofere hauenes in fo marches t so men gon to Costanty- 20 
noble. And after gon men be watre to the lie of Crete t 
to the lie of Rodes t so to Cypre t so to Venyse t fro 
fens to Costanty noble, to holde the more right weye be 

* ” .. xx 04 

see it is wel a .m viij t iiij. score myle of lombardj r e. 24 
And after from Cipre men gon be see t leven Ierasalem t 
aH fat contre on the left hond vnto Egypt t arryuen at 
the cytee of Damyete fat was wont to ben fuH strong t 
it sytt at the entree of Egypt. And fro Damyete gon 28 
men to the Cytee of Alizandre fat sytt also vpon the see. 

In fat cytee was seynte kateryne beheded And fere was 
seynt 2 Mark the Euuangelist martyred t buryed, But the 
Emperour Leoun made his bones to ben brought to 32 
Venyse. And 3 R fere is at Alizandre a faire chirche 
aH white witAouten peynture and so ben all the othere 
chirches fat weren of the cristene men aH white witA- 
jnne, For the Paynemes t the Sarrazynes niaden hem 36 
white for to fordon the ymages of seyntes fat weren 
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peynted on the walles. \)at cytee of Alizandre is wel 

ti 

.xxx. furlonges in lengthe but it is but .x. on largeness 
And it is a full noble cytee t a fayr. At pat cytee 
4 entreth the ryuei« of Nyle in to the see as I to 30U haue 
seyd before. In J>at ryuere men fynden many precyouse 
stones t meche also of lignum aloes And it is a manere 
of wode J>ot cometh out of paradys terrestre the whiche 
8 is good for manyo dyuerse medicynes And it [is] right 
dereworth. And from Alizandre men gon to Babyloyne 
where the Soudan dwelleth pat sytt also vpon the ryuere 
of Nyle, And this weye is most schort for to go streyght 
12 vnto Babiloyne. 


OF THE WEYE THAT GOTH FROM BABI¬ 
LOYNE, VNTO THE MOWNT SYNAY", t OF 
THE M22RUEYLES ftERE. 


N OW schall I seye 30 U also the weye pat goth fro 
Babiloyne to the Mount of Synay where seynte 
kateryne lyth. He moste passe be the desertes of Arabye 
16 Be the whiche desertes Moyses ladde the peple of Israel 
And J>anne passe men be the welle pat Moyses made with 
his hond in )>o desertes wlian the peple grucched for pei 
fownden noRhing to drynke. And )>an passe men be 
20 the welle of Marach of the whiche the water was first 
bytter But the children of Israel putten perejnne a tree 
t anon the water was swete t gode for to drynke. And 
J)anne gon men be desert vnto the vale of Elyn In the 
24 whiche vale ben .xij. welles And pere ben .lxxij. trees 
of palme pat beren the dates The whiche Moyses fond 
witA the children of Israel, And fro pat valeye is. but a 
gode iourneye to the Mount of Synay. And whoso wil 
28 go be another weye fro Babiloyne j>an me goth be the 
Rede see pat is an arm of the see Occean. And )>ere 
passed Moyses witA the children of Israel ouerthwart 
the see all drye, Whan Pharao the kyng of Egypt chaced 
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hem, And pat see is wel a .vj. myle of largeness in lengthe. 
And in pat see was Pharao drowned t all his boost pat he 
ladde. bat see is not more reed pan another; see but in 
s[o]me place pereof is the graueH reed ^Lnd perfore men 
clepen it the rede see. Jjat see rennoth to the endes of 
Arabye t of Palestyne, pat see lasteth more pan .iiij. 
ioumeyes And pan gon men be desert vnto the vale 
of Elyn And fro pens to the mount of Synay. And 
$ee may wel vndirstonde pat be this desert no man may 
go on horsbak because pat pere nys noil per mete for hors 
ne water to drynke And for pat cause men passen pat 
desert with CameH, For the Camaylle fynt allwey mete on 12 
trees t on busshes pat he fedeth him witA And he may 
wel faste fro drynk, ij. 1 dayes or .iij. And pat may non 
hors don. And wyte well pat from Babyloyne to the 


8 


Mount Synay is well a .xij. gode iourneyes And sum men 16 
maken hem more And sum men hasten hem t peynen 
hem t perefore pei maken hem lesse, And all weys fynden 
men latymeres to go witA hem in the contrees t ferthere 
be 3 ondo into tyme pat men conne the langage. And it 20 
behoueth men to bere vitaiH with hem pat schall duren 
hem in po desertes t oper necessaries for to lyue by. And 
the Mount of Synay is clept the desert of Syne pat is for 
to soyne the busscli brennynge Because pat Moyses snwgh 24 
oure lord god many tymes in forme of fuyr brennynge 
vpon pat hiH And also in a bussoh brennynge t spak to 
him And pat was at the foot of the hill. There is an 
Abbeye of Monkes wel bylded t wel closed witA ^ates of 28 
Iren for drede of the wylde bestes. And the monkes 
ben Arrabyenes or men of Grece t pere [is] a gret coueut 
And all pei *ben as heremytes -t pei driuken no wyn but 
pf it be on principal! festes And pei ben fuH deuoute 32 
men t lyuen porely t sympely witA joutes t with dates 
And pei don gret abstynence t penaunce. jjere is the 
chirche of seynte kateryne in tbe whiche ben manye 
lampes brennynge For pci han of oyle of Olyue ynow 36 
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bothe for to brewne in here lampes t to ete also And fat 
plentee haue )>ei be the myracle of god For the ravenea 
t the orowes t the choughes t o per foules 1 of the contree P foL 27 6] 
4 assemblen hew pere euery jeer ones t fleen f ider as in 
.pilgrymage And euerycli of hew bryngeth a braunche of Tbe bird* 

the Bayes or of Olyue in here bekes in stede of offryng t tree* for ** 
leuen hew fere, of the whiche the monkes maken gret makln & oil - 
8 plentee of oyle t this is a gTet meruaylle. And sith fat 
foules fat haw no kyndely wytt ne resouw gon thider to 
seche fat gloriouse virgyne wel more oughten men fan to 
seche hire t to worschipen hire. Also behynde the awtier 
12 of fat chirche is the place where Moyses saugh oure lord ^ spat 
god in a brennynge bussch And whawne the monkes 
entren in to fat place fei don of bothe hosen t schoon »PP«ared. 
or botes alweys, Be cause fat oure lord seyde to Moyses: 

16 do of thin hosen t thi schon for the place fat fou stondest 
on is lond holy t blessed. And the monkee clepen fat 
place Dozolekl fat is to seyne the schadew of god. And 
besyde the high awtier .iij. degrees of heighte is the fertre 
20 of Alabastre where the bones of seynt Kateryne lyan And The narco. 

^ i)liagu8 of 

the prelate of the monkes scheweth the relykes to the &t. cath. 

* ^ erlne. 

pilgrymes And w»tA an Instrument of syluer he froteth 
the bones t fawne fer goth out a lytyH oyle as fough it TJm minus. 
24 were a maner swetynge fat is nouther lych to oyle ne to 
bawme but it is full swete of smell. And of fat fei 
jenew a lytill to the pilgrymes, for fere goth out but lityll 
quantitee of fat likour. And after fat fei schewen the 
28 heed 2 of seynto kateryne t the cloth fat sche was wrapped TbeSaint' s 

jnne fat is $it all blody, And in fat same cloth so [2 f 0 j. 28 oj 
ywrapped the aungeles beren hire body to the mount Synay 
t fere fei buryed hire with it. And fawne fei schewen 
32 the bussch fat brenned t wasted nought in the whiche 

oure lord spak to Moyses t of ere relikes ynowe. Also 

whan the prelate of the abbeyo is ded I haue vndirstonden 
be informaciouw fat his lampe qucncheth And whan fei 
36 chesen anofer prelate $if ho be a gode man t worthi to be 
prelate his lampe schal lighte with the grace of god with- 
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The miracle 
of the lamps 
going out 
and re¬ 
kindled 
without 
being 
touched. 


I admon¬ 
ished the 
monka to 
publish 
God's graces 
to them. 


[1 fol. 28 b] 


No vermin 
can enter 
the 

Monastery, 


for the 
Virgin has 
banished 
them. 


outew touching© of ony man. For euerych of hew hath a 
lampe be hiwself And bo here lampes fei knowen wel 
■whan ony of hew schall dye. For whan ony schall dye 
the lyght hegynneth to chauwge -t to wexe dym And }if 4 
he be chosen to ben prelate -t is not worthi his lampe. 
quencheth anon. And other men han told me fat he fat 
syngeth the masse for the prelate fat is ded he schall 

v 

fynde vpon the awtier the name written of him fat schall 8 
ben prelate chosen. And so vpon a day I asked of the 
monkes bothe on t ofer how this befell, But fei wolde 
not tett me no thing Into the tyme fat I seyde fat fei 
scholde not hyde the grace fat god did hew but fat fei 12 
scholde publissche it to make the peple to haue the more 
deuoctoun And fat fei diden sywne to hide goddes 
myracle as me semed, For the myracles fat god hath don 
and ^it Moth euery day hen the wytnesse of his myght t of 16 
his merueylles as darn'd seyth in the psaultere: Mirab/lia 
testimonia tua dom/nk, fat is to seyne: Lord thi 
merueyles hen fi wytness. And fanne fei tolde me 
liothe on and ofer how it befell full many a tyme, But 20 
more I myghte not haue of hew. In fat abbeye ne 
entreth not no flye ne todes ne ewtes ne such foul 
venymouse. bestes ne lyzs ne flees he fe myracle of god 
t of oure lady. For fere were wont to lien many suche 24 
manere of filthes fat the monkes worew in wiH to leve the 
place t the abbeye And weren gon fro thens .vpon the 
mouwtayne ahouew for to eschewe fat place. And oure 
lady cam to hew t had hew turnew a^en And from fens 28 
forewardes ncuere entred such filthe in fat place amonges 
hew No neuere schall cntre here after. Also before the 


$ate is the wclle where Moyses smot the ston of the 
whiche the water cam out plentevously. Fro fat abbeye 32 
Tiu' ascent men gon vp the mountayne of Moyses be many degrees t 

up the steps. 

pere wen fynden first a chircne of oure lady where pat 
sche mette the monkes whan fei fledden awey for the 
vermyn aboueseyd. And more high vpon fat mountayne 36 
is the Ohapell of helye the prophete And fat place fei 
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clepen Oreb, whereof holy writt speketh : Et amb^lauit 

IN FORTITUDINE CIBI ILLIU8 VSQ UE AD MONTEM DEI OREB, 

pat is to 1 seyne: And he wente in strengthe of pat mete 

4 vnto the hill of god Oreb. And pere nygh is the vyne 

pat seynt Iohn the Euuangelist planted pat men clepen 

Reisins of Staphis. And a lytill abouen is the Chapel 1 of 

Moyses t the roche where Moyses fleygli to for drede 

8 whan he saugli oure lord face to faco, And in pat roche is 

printed the forme of his body For he smot so strongly t 

so harde him self in pat roche pat all his body was doluen 

witAjnne porgh the myracle of god. And p ere besyde is 

12 the place where oure lord toke to Moyses the .x. com- 

mandementes of the lawe. And pere is the caue vnder 

the roche where Moyses duelte whan he fasted .xl. dayes 

t .xl. nyghtes But he dyede in the lond of promissioun, 

16 But noman knoweth where he was buryed. And from 

pat mountayne men passen a grot valeye for to gon to 

anoper monntayn where seynt Kateryne was buryed of 

the Aungeles of oure lord. And in pat valeye is a 

20 chirche of .xl. nmrtyres t pere singen the monkes of the 

* 

abbeyes often tyme And pat valeye is right cold. And 
after men gon vp the mountayne of seynt Kateryne pat is 
more high pan the mount of Moyses And pere where 
24 seynt Kateryne was buryed is noutlier chirche ne chapell 
ne other duellynge place, But pere is an heep of stones 
aboute the place where the body of hire was put of the 
Angeles. 2 j3ere was wont to ben a chapell but it was 
28 casten down) t $it lyggen the stones pere And all be it pat 

I 

the Collect of seynte kateryne seye pat it is the place 
where oure lord betauglite the .x. commandementes to 
Moyses t pere where the blessed virgyne seynte kateryne 
32 was buryed, pat is to vnderptonde in .o. contree or in .o. 
place berynge .o. name, For bothe pat on t pat oper is clept 
the mount of Synay, But pere is a gret weye from pat on 
to pat oper t a gret deep valeye betwene hem. 


Horeb. 


P fu 1 . 29 a] 


Chapel of 
Moses. 


The valley. 


Mount St. 
Catherine. 


The ruins of 
a chapel 
mark the 
8 pot where 
she was 
first buried. 

P fol. 29 6] 

Mount St. 
Catherine 
and the . 
Mount of 
Moses are 
distinct 
parts of 
Sinai. 
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Ch. X. 


From Sinai 
to Jerusiw 
lem. 


The 

Bedouins. 


Scarcity of 
water in the 
desert. 

[1 fol. 80 a] 


The Nomads 
eat no bread. 


They live by 
hunting. 


Thev despise 
death and 
fear no 
princes. 


Their arms 
are a shield 
and a spear. 


OF THE DESERT BETWENE THE CHIROHE 
OF SEYNTE KATjPRYNE t IERZ7&4LEM; OF 
THE DRIE TRE, t HOW ROSES CAM FIRST 
IN JjE WORLD. 


N OW after fat mew hau visited fo holy places fawne 
wil fei turnen toward Iorusalem And fan wil J>ei 
take leue of the monkes t recommcnden horn to here 
preyeres, And fawne fei jeuen the pilgnmes of here vitaylle 4 
for to passe with the desertes toward Surrye. And fo 
desertes duren wel a .xiij. iourneyes. In pat desert 
duellen manye of Arrabyenes pat men clepen Bedoynes 
t Ascopardes. And fei bew folk full of aH euyH con- 8 
dictonns And fei liaue none houses but tentes pat J»ei 
maken of skynnes of bestes as of Camaylles t of o per 
bestes pat )>ei eten And fere benetlie )>ei couchen hem t 
dwellen in place where fei may fynden water As on the 12 
Rede see or elleswhere, For in pat desert is full gret 
defaute of water 1 And often tyme it falleth pat where 
men fynden water at o tyme in a place it fayleth anofer 
tyme And for that skyll fei make none hoiitactouns 16 
pere. Theise folk pat I speke of fei tylen not the loud 
ne )>ei laboure nought for fei eten no bred but }if it be 
ony pat dwellen nygh a gode toun fat gon thider t eten 
bred somtyme And fei rosten here flesch t here fissch 20 
vpon the hote stones a^enst the sonne. And fei ben 
stronge men t wel fyglitynge And pere is so meche 
mnltytude of pat folk fat fei ben with outen nombre 
And fei no recchen of no thing ne don not but chacen 24 
after bestes to eten hem And fei recchen no fing of here 
lif And ferfore fei dowten not the Soudan ne now ofer 
prince, But fei dar wel werre with hem $if fei don ony 
thing fat is greuanco to hem. And fei han often tyme 28 
werre with tho Soudan t namely fat tyme fat I was 
with him. And fei beren but o scheld t o spere with 
outen ofer armes And fei wrappen here hedes i here 
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[CH. X. THE DESERT AND BETHLEHEM.] 

n^cke v?ith a gret quantytee of white lynnen cloth And 
J>ei ben right felonouse t foulo t of cursed kynde. And 
whan men passen this desert in comynge toward Ieru- 
4 solem )>ei comen to Bersabee pat was wont to ben a full 
fair town -t a delytable of cristeno men Amd }it J»ere ben 
8umme of here chirches. In pat toun dwelled Abraham 
the Patriark a longe tyme. \>at toun of Bersabee founded 
8 Bersabee tho wif of sire viye the knyght on the whiche 
kyrig Daniel 1 gatt Salomon the wyse pat was kyng after 
Danid vpon the .xij. kynredes of Iemsalem And regned 
.xl. 3 eer. And fro pens gon men to the cytee of Ebron 
12 pat is the montance of .ij. gode myle And it was clept 
somtyme the vale of Mambree And sumtyme it was clept 
the vale of teres because pat Adam wepte perff an .c. ^eer 
for the deth of Abell his sone pat Caym slowgh. Ebron 
16 was wont to ben the princypall cytee of the Philistyenes 
And pere duelleden somtyme the Geauntz And J>at cytee 
was also Sacerdotall pat is [to]( 1 ) seyne seyntuarie of the 
tribe of Iuda. And it was so fre pat men resceyued pere 
20 aft man ere of fugityfes of o per places for here euyl dedes* 
In Ebron Iosne Caleph t here companye comen first to 
aspyen how J>ei myghte wynnen the lond of beheste. In 
Ebron regned first kyng Danid .vij. ^eer t an half And in 
24 Iemsalem he regnede .xxxiij. 3 eer t an half. And in 
Ebron ben aft the sepultures of the Patriarkes Adam 
Abraham ysaac t of Iacob t of here wyfes Eue Sarre 
t Ttebekke t of Lya the whiche sepultures the Sarazines 
28 kepen full curyously -t han the place in gret reuerence 
for the holy fadres the Pafriarkes pat ly^n J>ere And pei 
suffre no cristeno man entre in to that place but }if it be 
of specyaft grace of the Soudan, For pei holden cristene 
32 men t Iewes as dogges And )>ei seyn pat j>ei scholde 
not entre into so holy place. And men clepen 2 pat place 
where J>ei ly$n double spelunke or double cave or double 
dych for als meche as pat on lyeth aboue pat other And 
36 tho Sarazines clepen pat place in here langage Karicarba 

* ( l ) to missing in MS. 


Beeruheba 


founded by 
Bathaheba, 


Solomon's 

mother. 

[i fol. 30 b] 


Hebron or 
Mamre. 


Graves of 
the patrU 
arebs in the 
cave of 
Machpelah. 


P fol. 31 a] 


Kirjath- 

Arba. 
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The cave of 
Adam and 
Kve. 


Cambil dug 
from the 
earth. 

P fol. SI b ] 


The Dry 
Tree. 


[CH. X. THE DESERT AND BETHLEHEM.] 

fat is to seyne the place of PaJriarkes And the Iewes 
clepen fat place Arboth. And in fat same place was 
Abrahames hous And fere he satt t saugh .iij. persones 
t worschipte but on as holy writt seyth: Tres yidit -t 4 
VNUJf adorauit, fat is to seyne : he saugli .iij. t worschiped 
on. And of fo same resceyued Abraham the Aungeles 
in to his hous. And right faste by fat place is a cave in 
the roche where Adam t Eue duelleden whan fei weren 8 
putt out of paradyse t fere go tew fei here children. And 
in fat same place w&s Adam formed t made, after fat 
summen seyn. For men weren wont for to dope fat 
place the feld of Damasce, be cause fat it was in the 12 
lordschipe of Damask. And fro fens was he translated 
into paradys of delytes, as fei seyn. And after fat he 
was dryuen out of paradys he was fere left. And the 
same day fat he was putt in paradys, the same day he 16 
was putt out, For anon he synned. fere begynneth the 
vale of Ebron fat dureth nygh to Iernsalem. There the 
Aungell commaunded Adam fat he scliolde duelle with 
his wyf Eue, Of the whiche he gatt Seth, of whiche tribe 20 
fat is to seye kynredo Ihesu crist was born. In fat 
valeye is a feld where men drawen out of the erthe a 
thing fat men clepen Cambyll t fei ete it in stede of 
spice 1 1 fei bere it to selle. And men may not make 24 
the hole ne the cave where it is taken out of the erthe 
so depe ne so wyde, but fat it is at the ^eres ende full 
a^en vp to the sydes, forgh the grace of god. And .ij. 
myle from Ebron is the graue of loth fat was Abrahames 28 
brofer [sone]. And a lytill fro Ebron is the mount of 
Mambre, of the which the valeye taketh his name, And 
fere is a tree of Oke fat the Sarazines clepen Dirpe 
fat is of Abrahames tyme, the whiche men clepen the 32 
drye tree. And fei seye fat it hath ben fere sithe the 
begynnynge of the world t was sumtyme grene t bare 
leues vnto the tyme fat oure lord dyede on the cros 
And fanne it dryede t so diden aH the trees fat weren 36 

1. 1, Iew-wes, C. 
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panne in the world [or elles pai failed in paire hertes and 
become liolle within, of wliilk per er many 3 it standand in 
diuerse placez of the world] ( J ) And summe seyn be here 
4 propliecyes pat a lord, a Prince of tbe west syde of the world 
schall wynnen the lond of promyssioun pat is the holy lond 
witA lielpe of cristene men t he schall do synge a masse 
vndir pat drye tree t pan the tree schall wexen grene t 
8 bete bothe fruyt t loves And porgh pat myracle manye 
Sarajines t Iowes schutt ben turned to cristene feyth. 
And perfore pei don gret worscliipe pereto t kepen it full 
besyly. And all be it so pat it be drye natheles $it lie 
12 bereth gret vertue for certeynly he pat hath a litill pere 
of vpon him it heleth him of the fallynge euyH, And 
his hors schall not ben afoundred t manye oper vertues 
it hath, Wherefore men 1 holden it full precyous. From 
16 Ebron men gon to Bethlem in lialf a day, for it is but 
.v. myle t it is full fayre weye be pleynes t wodes full 
delectable. Bethleem is a lityll cytee long t narwe t 
wel walled t in eche syde enclosed with gode dyches 
20 And it was wont to ben cleped Effrata, as holy wrytt 
seyth : Eoce AUDiuiMt's eu m in effrata, pat is to seye: 
lo wee horde him in effrata. And toward the est ende 
of the cytee is a full fair chirche and a graciouse t it 
24 hath many toures, pynacles t corneres full stronge t 
curiously made And witAin pat chirche ben .xliiij. 
pyleres of marble grete t faire. And betwene the cytee 
t the chirche is the feld Floridous, pat is to seyne, the 
28 feld floris8ched. For als moche as a faire mayden was 
blamed with wrong t sclaundred pat sche hadde don 
fornycacioun, For whiolie cause sche was denied to the 
deth t to be brent in pat place, to the wliiche sche was 
32 ladd. And as the fyre began to brenne aboute hire sche 
made hire preyeres to oure lord pat as wissely as sche 
was not gylty of pat synne pat he woldo lielpe hire t 

make it to be knowen to all men of his mercyfull grace. 

» 

36 And whan sche hadde pus seyd sche entred in to the 
( 1 )iOmitted through homoiotel. Restored partly from. Eg. 


At Ihe re¬ 
con qu eat of 
the Holy 
Land,that 
tree will 
wax green. 


Virtues of 
its wood. 


P fol. 32 a] 
Bethlehem. 


Campus 

floriaus. 

The innocent 
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saved from 
fire. 
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The glowing 
twigs are 
turned to 
red rose 
bushes, the 
others to 
white. 

[1 fol. 82 6] 


Cave of the 
Nativity. 


Names of 
the Three 
Kings. 


Charnel 
of the 
Innocents. 

Shrine of St. 
Jerome. 

p fol. 33 a] 


Spots of 
Our Lady's 
milk on red 
marble. 


[CH. X. THE DESERT AND BETHLEHEM.] 

fuyr And anon was the fuyre quenched t oute. And the 
brondes fat weren brennynge becomes red roseres And 
the brondes fat weron not kyndled nor tend becomen 
white roseres full of roses. And feise 1 weren the first 4 
Roseres t Roses bothe white t rede, fat euere ony man 
saugh. And f ms was fis mayden sailed be the grace of 
god And ferfore is fat feld clept the feld of god florysscht, 
for it was full of roses. Also besyde the queer of the 8 
chirche at the right syde as men comen dounward .xvj. 
greces is the place where oure lord was born, fat is full 
wel dyglit of marble t full ricliely peynted with gold 
syluer azure t ofer coloures. And .iij. paas besyde 12 
is the crybbe of the ox t the asse. And besyde fat is 
the place where the sterre fell fat ladde the .iij. kynges 
Iaspar Melchior t Balthazar, But men of Grece clepen 
hem fus: Galgalath Malgalath t Saraphie, And the Iewes 16 
clepen [hem] in this manere in Ebrew: Appelius Amkrrius 
t Damahus. Theise .iij. kynges otfreden to oure lord gold 
ensence t myrre And fei metten to gedre forgli myracle of 
god, For fei metten to gedre in a cytee in ynde fat men 20 
clepen Cassak fat is .liij. iourneyes fro Bethteem. And 
fei weren at Bethleem the .xiij. day And fat was the 
.iiij. day after fat fei hadden seyn the sterre whan fei 
metten in fat cytee, And fns fei weren in .ix. dayes 24 
fro fat cytee at Bethleem t fat ivas gret myracle. Also 
vnder the cloystre of the chirche be .xviij. degrees at the 
right syde is the charneH of the Innocentes where here 
bones ly$n And before the place where oure lord was 28 
bom is the tombe of seynt 2 Ierome fat was a preest t a 
CardynaH fat translatedo the bible t the psaultere from 
Ebrew in to latyn And with oute the mynstre is the 
chayere fat he satt in whan he translated it. And faste 32 
besyde fat chirche a .lx. fedme is a chirche of seynt 
Nicholas where oure lady rested hire after sche was 
lyghted of oure lord And for as meche as sche had to 
meche mylk in hire pappes fat greued hire, sche mylked 36 
hem on the rede stones of marble so fat the traces may 
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$it ben sene in the stones aft wfhjyte^ 1 ) And }eo schuH 
vnderstondo pat all pat dwellen in Bethleeni ben cristene 
men And Jiere ben faire vynes aboute the eytee t gret 
4 plentee of wyn pat the cristene men han don let make 
But the Sarazines ne tylen not no vynes ne )>ei 
drynken no wyn. For here bokes of here lawe }>at 

Makomete betoke hew, whiche £ei clepen here Alkaron 
8 t suwme clepen it Mesaph t in anofer langage it is 
cleped Harme And the same boke forbedeth hew to 
drinke wyn, For in pat boke Machomete cursed aH po 
pat drynken wyn t alle hew pat sellen it. For suwmen 
12 seye pat he slough ones an heremyte in his dronkeness 
pat he loued ful wel And perfore he cursed wyn t hew 
pat drynken it. But his curs be turned in to his owne 
lied as holy writt seith: Et in veiitioem ipsius iniquitas 
16 eius dkscendet, pat is for to seyo: his wykkedness 
schall turne t falle in his owne heed. 1 And also the 
Sarazines bryngen forth no pigges nor )>ei eten no swynes 
flesscli, for J?ei seye it is brother to maw t it was forboden 
20 be the olde lawe i |>ei holde[n]( 2 ) hew alle acursed J>at eten 
Jiereof. Also in the lond of Palestyne t in the lond of 
Egypt )>ei etew but lytill or non of flessch of veel or of 
boef but he be so old pat he may nomore trauayle for 
24 elde, for it is forbode And for because J?ei hauen but 
fewe of hew, periore pei norissche hew for to ere here 
londes. In this cytee of Bethleem was Darn’d the kyng 
born And he hailde .lx. wyfes t the firste wyf highte 
28 Michol And also he hadde .ccc. lewmannes. And fro 
Bethleem vnto Iemsalem nys but .ij. myle And in the 
weye to Ierwealem half a myle fro Bethleem is a chirche 
where the aungel seyde to the schepperdes of the birthe 
32 of crist. And in pat weye is the tombe of ItacheH pat 
was Iosephes moder the paflriarke. And sche dyede anon 
after pat sche was delyuered of hire sone Beniamyn t 
pere sche was buryed of Iacob hire husbonde, And he 
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Saracen*, 
drink no 
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t 1 fol. 33 b ] 
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Beef and 
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f 1 ) wlyte, MS. 
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Jerusalem. 


[1 fol. 84 a] 
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[CH. X. THE DESERT AND BETHLEHEM.] 

leet settew .xij. grete stones on hire in tokene \>at sche 
had born .xij. children. In pat same weye half myle 
fro Jerusalem appered the sterre to the .iij. kynges, In 
pat weye also bew manye chirches of cristene mew be the 
whiche mew gon towardes the cytee of Ierusalem. 


OF THE PILGRIMAGES IN IERUSALEM t OF 
THE HOLY PLACES )>A7?AB0WTE. 


A FTER for to speke of Ierusalem the holy cytee 3 ee 
schuft vndirstonde J>at it stont full faire betwene 
hilles t 1 per& bew no ryueres ne welles but water cometh 8 
be condyte from Ebron. And ^ee schutt vnderstonde pat 
Ierusalem of olde tyme vnto the tyme of Melchisedech 
was cleped Iebus, And after it was clept Salem vnto the 
tyme of kyng Darn'd pat putte theise .ij. names togidere t 12 
cleped it Iebusalem And after J?at kyng Salomon cleped 
it Ierosolomye And after pat mew cleped it Ierusalem t 
so it is cleped 3 it. And abouto Ierusalem is the kyngdom 
of Surrye And pere besyde is the lond of Palestyne And 16 
besyde it is Ascolone And besyde pat is the lond of 
Maritame. But Ierusalem is in the lond of Iudee, And 
it is clept Iude for pat Iudas Machabeus was kyng of 
pat contree And it marcheth Estward to the kyngdom 20 
of Arabye, on the south sydo to the lond of Egipt t on 
the west syde to the grete see, On the north syde 
toward the kyngdom of Surrye t to the see of Cypre. In 
Ierusalem was wont to be a Patriark t Erchebysschoppes 24 
t Bisschoppes aboutew in the contree. Abowtew Ieru- 
salem bew Jjeise cytees: Ebron at .vij. myle, Ierico at ,vj. 
myle, Bersabee at .viij myle, Ascalon at .xvij. myle, Iaff at 

.xvj. myle, Ramatlia at .iij. myle And Bethteem at .ij. 28 

% 

myle. And a .ij. myle from Bethteem toward the south 
is the chirche of seynt karitot pat was Abbot pere For 

1. 5, men, repeated in C. 

1. 22, to, repeated in C. 
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whom fei maden meche doel amonges tho rnoukes whan 
he scholde dye t 3 it fei ben in moornyngo 1 in the wise 
fat fei maden here lamentacioun for him the firste tyme 
4 t it is futt grot pytee to beholde. This contree t lond of 
Ierasaleui hath ben in many dyuerse naciownes hondes 
And often ferfore hath the contree suffred moclie tribu- 
lacioun for the synne of tho poeple fat duellen fere. For 
8 fat contree hath ben in the hondes of att nacyouns fat is to 
seyne of Iewes, of Chananees, Assiryones, Perses, Medoynes, 
Macedoynes, of Grekes, Romaynes, of Cristenemen, of 
Sarrazines, Barbaryenes, Turkes, Tartaryeuos t of manye 
12 othere dyuerse nacyowns. For god wole not fat it be longe 
in the hondes of traytoures ne of synneres be fei cristene or 
othere And now haue the hethene men hohlen fat lond in 
here hondes .xl. jere t more, But fei scliutt not lioldo it 
16 longe $if god wole. And $ee scliutt vndirstonde fat whan 
men comen to Ierasalein liere first pilgrymago is to the 
chirche of the holy Sepulcre where oure lord was buryed 
fat is witAouto tho cytee on the north syde But it is now 
20 enclosed in with the toun watt. And fere is a futt fair 
chirche all ltownd t open aboue t couered with Iced 
And on the west syde is a fair Lour t an high for belles 
strongly made And in the myddes of the chirche is a 
24 tabernacle as it were a lytytt hows made with a low litytt 
dore And fat tabernacle is made in manere of half a 
compas right curiousely t richely made of gold t azure t 
ofere riche colouros futt nobelyche made And 2 in the 
28 right syde of fat tabernacle is the sepulcre of oure lord 
And the tabernacle is .viij. fote long t .v. fote wyde t .xj. 
fote in lieghto. And it is not longe sithe the sepulcre 
was att open fat men myghten kisse it t touche it. But 
32 for pilgrymes fat comen thider peyned hem to breke the 
ston in peces or in poudre ferfore the Soudan hath do 
make a watt aboute the sepulcre fat noman may towche 
it. But in the left syde of the watt of the tabernacle is 
36 wel the heighte of a man is a grot ston to tho qwantytee of 
a niannes hod fat was of the holy sepulcre t fat ston 

MAN DEVI LL1C. 
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kissen the pilgrymes fat comen fider. In pat tabernacle 
ben no wyndowes but it is all made light with lampes fat 
hangen before the sepulcre And pern is a lampe pat 
hongeth before the Sepulcre fat brenneth light -t on the 4 
gode Fryday it goth out be himself [and on fe Pasch day 
it lightez agayne by it self] ( x ) at pat hour pat oure lord roos 
fro deth to lyue. Also with in the chirche at the right 
syde besyde the queer of the chirche is the mount of 8 
Caluarye where oure lord was don on the cros And it is 
a roche of white colour and a lytiH medled with red 
And the cros was set in a morteys in the same roche t on 
fat roche dropped the wowndes of oure lord whan he was 12 
pyned on the cross t pat is cleped Galgatha, And men 
gon vp to pat Golgatha be degrees. And in the place of 
pat morteys was Adames hed founden after !Noes flode in 
tokenefat thesynnes of Adam scholde ben bought in pat 16 
same place And vpon pat roche made Abraham sacrifise 
to oure lord. And pere is an awtere And before pat 
awtier ly^n Godefray de Boleyne t Bawdewyn) t o pere 
cristene kynges of Ierasalem. And pere nygh where oure 20 
lord was crucyfied is this writen in Greew: Otheos 

BASILION YSMON PROSIONA8 EROA8A 80THIAS EMESOTI8 OY8. 

pat is to seyne in latyn : Hie deus noster Rex 

ANTE SECULA OPERATUS EST 8ALUTEM IN MEDIO TERRE. 24 

pat is to seye : this god oure kyng before the worldes 
hath wrought hele in myddes of the erthe. And also on 
fat roche where the cros was sett is writen witAin the 
roche feise wordes : Cyos myst ys basis toupisteos they 28 
thesmofy, fat is to seyne in latyn : Quod tides est 
fundamentuju tocius fidei mundi huius, fat is to seye: 
fat fou seest is ground of all the world t of this feyth. 
And $ee schutt vndirstonde fat whan oure lord was don 32 
vpon the cros he was .xxxiij. $er -t .iij. monethes of 
elde And the prophecye of Dauid seytli fus: Quad- 

RAGINTA ANNIS PROXIMUS FUI GEN EEAC/ONI HUIC, fat 

is to seye: Fourty $eer was I neighbore to this kynrede, 36 

l 1 ) Eg. 1982. 
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And |ms scholde it seme fat the propliecyes ne were not 
trewe, But fei ben bothe trewe, For in old tyme men 
maden o $eer of .x. monethes, of the whiche March was 
4 the firste t Decembre was the laste, But Gayus )>at was 
Emperour of Rome putte> feise .ij. monethes fere to : 
Janyuer t Feuerer t ordeyned the 3 eer of .xij. monethes, 
1 fat is to seye .ccclxv. dayes witAoute lepc ^eer after the 
8 propre cours of the sonne. And ferfore after cowntynge 
of ,x. monethes of the ^eer he dyede in the ,xl. ^eer, as 
the prophete seyde t after the 3 eer of .xij. monethes he 
was of age .xxxiij. 3 eer t .iij. monethes. Also witAin the 
12 mount of Caluarie on the right side is an awtere where 
the piler ly 3 th fat oure lord Ihesu was bounden to whan 
he was scourged And fere besyde .iiij. fote ben .iiij. 
pileres of ston pat aRweys droppen water t summen seyn 
16 pat fei wepen for oure lordes deth. And nygh pat awtier 
is a place vnder erthe .xlij. degrees of depnesse where the 
holy croys was founden be the wytt of seynte Elyne vnder 
a roclie where the Icwes had hidde it And pal was the 
20 verray croys assayed For fei founden .iij. crosses, on 
of oure lord t .ij. of the .ij. thefes And seynte Elyne 
preued hem on a ded body pat aros from deth to lyue 
whan fat it was leyd on it fat oure lord dyed on. And 
24 fereby in the Avail is the place where the .iiij. nayles of 
oure lord weren hidd, For he had .ij. in his hondes t 
.ij. in his feet And of on of feise the Emperour of Costan- 
tynople made a brydiR to his hors to bere him in bataylle 
28 * forgli vertue fereof he ouercam his enemyes And wan 
aR the lond of Asye the lesso fat is to seye Turkye, 
Ermonyo the lasse t the more And from Surrye to 
Ierusalem, From Arabye to Persie, from Mesopotayme 
32 to the kyngdom of Halappee, From Egypt the highe t the 
lowe t aR the of ere kyngdomes vnto 2 the depe of Ethiope 
t in to ynde the lesse fat fanne was cristcnc. And fere 
was in fat tyme many gode holy men t holy lieremytes of 
36 whom the book of fadres lyfes speketh t fei ben now in 
paynemes t sarazines bondes, But whan god aR myghty 
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[CH. XI. JERUSALEM AND THE SEPULCHRE.] 

wole right als the londes weren lost forgh synne of 
cristene men, so schuR fei ben wonncn a$en be cristen 
men forgh help of god. And in myddes of fat chirche is a 
compas in the whiche Ioseph of Aramathie leyde the body 4 
of oure lord whan he had taken him down of the croys t fere 
he wassched the woundes of oure lord And fat compas 

seye men is the myddes of the world. And in the cliirche 

0 

of the sepulchre on the north syde is the place where oure 8 
lord was put in prisoun, For lie was in prisoun in many 
places. And per is a partye of the clieyne fat he was 
bounden with And fere he appered first to Marie Magda- 
leyne whan he was rysen t sche wende fat he bad ben 12 
a gardener. In the chirche of seynt Sepulcre was wont 
to ben Chanouns of the ordre of seynt Augwstyn t hadden 
a Priour but the Patriark was here souereyn. And with¬ 
out# the dores of the chirche on the right syde as men 16 
gon vpward .xviij. greces seyde oure lord to his moder : 
Mulier ecce filiu 8 Tuus, fat is to seye : Wominan lo 
thi sone, And after fat he seyde to John his disciple: 
Ecce mater tua, fat is to seyne : lo behold thi moder 20 
And feise wordes he seyde on the cros. And on feise 
greces wente oure lord J whan he bare the cros on his 
schulder And vnder this grees is a chapeR t in fat 
chapeR syngen prestes yndyenes fat is to seye prestes of 24 
ynde noght after oure lawe but after here t all woy fei 
maken here sacrement of the awtier [of breed] (*) seyenge 
Pater noster t of ere preycres perowitk, With the whiche 
preyeres fei seye the wordes fat the sacrement is made of 28 
For fei ne knowe not the Addiciouns fat many popes ban 
made, but fei synge with gode deuocioun. And fere nere 
is the place where fat oure lord rested him whan he was 
wery for berynge of the cros. And jee schuR vnder- 32 
stonde fat before the chirche of the Sepulcre is the cytee 
more foble fan in ony othere partie for the grete playn 
fat is betweno the chirche t the citee. And toward the 
Est syde witAoute the wallcs of the cytee is the vale of 36 

H Eg. 
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Iosaphath pat toucheth to the walles as pough it were 
a large dyeh, And abouen pat vale of Iosaphath, out of the 
cytee, is the chirche of Seynt Steuene where he was 
4 stoned to deth And pere beside is the gildene $ate pat ^^ Go * den 
may not ben opened, be the whiche $ate oure lord entrede 
on Palmesonday vpon an asse t the $ate opened a^enst 
him whan he wolde go vnto the temple And 3 it apperen 
8 the steppes of the asses feet in .iij. places of the degrees The marks 

Of tllfcJ H88 8 

pat ben of full harde ston. And before the chirche of feet, 
seynt Sepulcre toward the south a .cc. paas is the gret 
hospital! of seynt Iohn of the whiche the Hospitaleres sl John's 
12 hadd 1 here foundactoun And witAinne the palays of the [i f 0 i. 376 ] 

XX 

sekemen of J)ot hospital! ben .vj. t .iiij. pileres of ston And 
in the walles of the hows witAoute the nombre aboueseyd 

ti 

pere ben .liiij. pileres pat beren vp the hows And fro pat 
16 hospital! to go toward the Est is a fuH fayr chirche pat 
is clept nosJre Dame la graund And pan is pere another 
chirche right nygh pat is clept nosfre Daine de latyne. 

And pere weren Marie Cleophee t Marie Magdaleyne 
20t teren here beer whan oure lord was peyned in the 
cros. 


OF THE TEMPLE OF OURE LORD; OF THE Ch. xn. 
CRUELTEE OF KYNG HEROUD; OF THE 
MOUNT SYON; OF PROBATICA PISCINA, 

AND OF NATATORIUM SYLOE. 


A ND fro the chirche of the Sepulcre toward the Est 

at .viij. paas is Templuji/ Dom/ni. It is right a The Temple 

_ of the Lord. 

24 feir hows t it is aH round t high t c[u]uered witA leed 
t it is wel paued wRA white marble, But the sarazines 
wole not suffre no cristene man ne Iewes to come perein, 

For pei seyn pat none so foulo synfuH men scholde not x wa81(rivi . 

28 come in so holy place. But I cam in pere t in othere enter by the 
places pere I wolde for I hadde letoes of the Soudan Great Seal. 
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witA his grete seol \ comounly o per men ha n but his 
signett. In the whiche leMres lie commanded of his 
specyaH grace to all his subgettes to lete me seen all the 
places t to enfonne me pleynly all the mysteries of euery 4 
place i to condyte me fro cytee td eytee $if it were nede t 
buxomly to resceyue me -t my companye for to obeye to 
aR my requestes resonable $if fei weren not gretly a$en 
the RyaR power t dignytee of the Soudan or of his lawe. 8 
And to oj>ere }>at asken him grace, suche as han serued 
him he ne ^euetli not but his signett the whiche }>ei make 
to be born before hem hangynge on a spere. And the 
folk of the contreo don gret worschipe t reuerence to his 12 
signett or his seel t knelen fereto as lowly as wee don to 
Corpus Domini And $it men don full grettere reuerence 
to his leMres, For the AdmyraR t aHe o}>ere lordes fat 
J)ei ben schewed to, before or fei resceyue hem fei knelen 16 
doun t fan fei take hem t putten hem on here hedes 
t after fei kissen hem t fan fei reden hem knelynge 
with gret reuerenco -t fan fei offren hem to do aR fat the 
herere asketh. And in this templum domini weren 20 
somtyme Chanouns Reguleres t fei hadden an Abbot to 
whom fei weren obedient. And in this temple was 
Charlemayn whan fat the aungeH broughte him the 
prepuce of oure lord Ihesu crist of his Circumcisioun And 24 
after kyng Charles leet bryngen it to Parys in to his 
chapeH And after fat he leet brynge it to Peyteres t 
after fat to Chartres. And ^eo schuR vnderstonde fat 
this is not the temple fat Salomon made, for fat temple 28 

dured not but .me t ij. ^eer, For Tytus Vaspasianes 
sone Emperour of Rome had leyd sege aboute Ierasalem 
for to discomfyte the Iewes for fei putten oure lord to 
dethe, 2 witAouten leue of the Emperour And whan he 32 
hadde wonnen the cytee he brente the temple t beet it 
down t aR the cytee t toke the Iewes t dide hem to 

Mil i 

dethe .xj.cm. t the othere he putto in prisoun t solde hem 
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Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 



55 


• [CH. XII. THE TEMPLE, SION AND OLIVET.] 


ti 


to scruage .xxx. for o peny, for pei soyde pei boughte 

ti 

Ihesu for .xxx. penyes And he made of hem better cheep 

ti 

Whan he $af .xxx. for o peny. And after pat tyme 
4 Iulianub Apostata pat was Emperour 3af leue to the 
Iewos to make the temple of Iemsalem for he hated 
cristene mew. And ^it he was cristned but he forsoke 
his lawe t becam a renegate And whan the Iewes hadden 
8 made the temple com an ertliequakeng t cast it doun as 
god wolde t destroyed aH pat pei had made. And after 
pat Adryan pat was Emperour of Eomo t of the lynago 
of Troye made Ierwsalem n$en t the temple in the same 
12 manere as Salomon made it And he wolde not suffre no 
Iewes to dweH pere, but only cristene mew, For aHpough 
it were so pat he were not cristned 3 E he louedo cristene 
mew more pan ony other nactouw saf his owne. This 
16 Emperour leet enclose the chirche of seynt Sepulcre t 
walle it within the cytee, pat before was witAoute the 
cyteo long tyme beforn And he wolde haue chauwged the 
name of Ierwsalem t haue cleped it Elya But pat namo 
20 lasted not longe. Also $ee schuH vndirstonde pat the 
sarazines don raoche reuerence to pat temple t pei seyn 
pat that place is right holy And whan pei gon 1 in pei 
gon barefoto t knelew many tymes And whanne my 
24 felowes t I seygh pat whan wee comew in wee didew of 
oure schoon t camew in barefote t poughtew pat wee 
scholdew don as moche worschipe t reuerence pereto as 
ony of the mysbeleeuynge mew scholde t als gret con- 
28 punctiown in herte to haue. This temple is .lxiiij. cubytos 
of wydeness t als manye in lengthe And of heghte it is 


.vj. cubites And it is wit^jnne aH abouto made with 
pyleres of marble t in the inyddel place of the temple 
32 ben many high stages of .xiiij. degrees of heghte made 
with gode pylers aH aboute. And this place the Iewes 
callen Sancta. Sanctorum pat is to soye holy of halewes 
And in pat place comoth nomaw saf only here prelate 
36 pat maketh here sacrifise And the folk stonden aH 
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[OH. XII. THE TEMPLE, SION AND OLIVET.] 

aboute in diuerse stages after fei ben of dignytee or of 
worschipe so fat pei aH may see the sacrifice. And in 
pat temple ben .iiij. entrees t the $ates ben of cypress wel 
made t curiousely dight And within the Est $ate oure 
lord seyde : here is Ierusalem. And in the north syde of 4 
fat temple witAin the $ate fere is a weUe but it renneth 
noglit of the wliiche holy writt spekothof i seyth: Yidi 

AQUAAf EQREDIENTEM DE TEMPLO, fat is to Seyne I I 8augh 

water come out of the temple. And on fat other syde of 8 
the temple fere is a roche fat men clepen Moriach, but 
after it was clept Bethel where the Arke of god witA 
relykes of Iewes weren wont to ben put. pat 1 arke 
or hucche wit A the Relikes Tytus ledde witA hym to 12 
Rome whan he had scomfyted aH the Iewes. In fat 
arke weren the .x. commandementes t of Aarones $erde t 
of Moyses ^erde witA the wliiche he made the rede see 
departen as it had ben a waH on the right syde t on the J6 
left syde, while fat the peple of Israel passeden the see 
dryo foot. And witA fat $erde he smoot the Roche t 
the water cam out of it t witA fat $erde he dide manye 
wondres. And fere in was a vessel of gold fuH of 20 
Manna t clothinges t honournementes t the tabernacle of 
Aaron t a [table]( 1 ) square of gold witA .xij. precyous stones 
And a boyst of Iasper greno witA .iiij. figures t .viij. 
names of oure lord t .vij. candelslykes of gold t .xij. 24 
pottes of gold t .iiij. Censeres of gold t an Awtier of gold 
t .iiij. lyouns of gold vpon the whiclie fei hare Cherubyn 
of gold .xij. spannes long and the Cercle of Swannes of 
heuene witA a tabernacle of gold t a table of syluer t 28 
.ij. trompes of siluer t .vij. barly loues t aH the ofere 
relikes fat weren before the birthe of oure lord Ihesu crist. 
And vpon fat roche was Iacob slepyngo whan he saugh 
the aungeles gon vp t doun by a ladder t he seyde : Verb 32 
locus iste sanctus est t ego ignorabam, fat is to seyne : 
Forsothe this place is holy t I wiste it nought. And 

( 1 ) tabernacle, C. 

1. 14,;|>rtt, repeated in C. 
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pere an aungel helde Iacob stille t turned his name t 
cleped him Israel. And in fiat same place Daind saugh 
the AuwgeH pat smot the folk with a swerd t put it vp 
4 blody in the schethe. 1 And in pat same Roche was 
seynt Symeon whan he resceyued oure lord in to the 
temple. And in’ this roche he sette him whan the Iewes 
wolde a stoned him t a sterre cam doun t }af him 
8 light. And vpon pat Roche preched oure lord often 
tyme to the peple t out J>at seyd temple oure lord drof 
out the byggeres t the selleres. And vpon fiat roche 
oure lord sette him whan the Iewes wolde haue 
12 stoned him t the Roche cleef in two t in fiat 
cleuynge was oure lord hidd And pere cam doun a sterre t 
}af light t serued liim with claretee. And vpon pat roche 
satt oure lady t lerned hire sawtere And pere oure lord 

16 for^af the womman hire synnes pat was founden in 

• • 

avowtric And pere was oure lord circumcyded And pere 
the aungeH schewedo tydynges to zacharie of the birthe of 
seynt Baptyst his sone And pere offred first Melchisedech 
20 bred t wyn to oure lord in tokene of the sacrement pat 
was to comene And pere fell Darn’d preyeng to oure lord 
t to the AungeH pat smot the peple pat he wolde haue 
mercy on him t on the peple t oure lord herde his preyere 
24 t jjerfore wolde he make the temple in pat place, but oure 
lord forbade him be an AungeH. for he had don tresoun 
whan he leet sle vrie the worthi knyght for to haue 
Bersabee his wyf And jjerfore all the purueyance Jjat he 
28 hadde ordeyned to make the temple with he toke it 
Salomon his sone t he made it. A.nd he preyed oure 
lord j>at aH jjo j)at preyeden to him in fiat place with 
gode herte J>at he wolde heren here preyere t graunten it 
32 hem $if ))ei asked it right 2 fullyche And oure lord 
graunted him And Jjerfore Salomon cleped fiat temple the 
temple of conseiH -t of help of god. And witAoute the 
3 ate of Jiat temple is an awtiere where Iewes weren wont 
36 to offren dowues t turtles. And betwene the temple t 
fiat awtier was zacharie slayn t vpon the pynacle of fiat 
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temple was oure lord brought for to ben tempted of the 
enemye the feend. And on the heghte of pat pynacle the 
Iewes setten seynt lame t casted hym down to the erthe 
pat first was bisschopp of Ierusalem. And at the entree 4 
of pat temple toward the west is the $ate pat is clept 
Porta speciosa. And nygh besyde pat temple vpon the 
right syde is a chirche couered v/ith leed pat is clept 
Salomones scole And fro pat temple towardes the south 8 
right nygh is the temple of Salomon pat is right fair t 
wel pollisscht And in pat temple duelle the knyghtes of 
the temple pat weren wont to be clept Templeres t pat 
was the fundacioun of here ordre so pat pere duelleden 12 
knyghtes t in templo Domini Chanouns Regnleres. 

XX 

Fro pat temple to ward the Est a .vj. paas in the comere 
of the cytee is the bath of oure lord And in pat bath was 
wont to come water fro paradys t pt it droppeth. And 16 
pere besyde is oure ladyes bed And faste by is the 
[tombe] of seynt Symeon. t witAoute the cloystre of the 
temple toward the north is a fuH faire chirche of seyntc 
Anne oure ladyes moder And per 1 was oure lady con- 20 
ceyued And before pat chirche is a gret tree pat began to 
growe the same nyght. And vnder pat chirche in goenge 
doun bo .xxij. degrees lyth Ioachym oure ladyes fader in 
a faire tombe of ston And pere besyde lay somtyme seynt 24 
Anne his wif but seynt Helyne leet translate hire to 
Costantynople. And in pat chirche is a welle in manere 
of a cisterne pat is clept Probatica piscina pat hath .v. 
entreez. Into pat welle Aungeles weren wont to come 28 
from lieuene t bathen hem witAjnne t what man pat first 
bathed him after the mevynge of the water was marie 
hool of what maner sykenes pat he hadde. And pere 
oure lord heled a man of the palasye pat lay .xxxviij. ^eer 32 
-t oure lord seyde to him: Tolle grabatum tuuai t 
ambi/la, pat is to seye: Take thi bed t go. And pere 
besyde was Pilates hows And faste by is kyng Heroudes 

hows pat leet sle the Innocentes. This heroude was ouer 36 
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moclie cursed t crueft. for 6rst he leet sle his wif fat he 
louede right weft t for the passynge loue fat he hadde to 
hire whan he saugh hire dad he fett in a rage t oute of his 
4 wytt a gret while t sithen he cam a$en to his wytt t after 
he leet sle his .ij. sones fat he hadde of fat wyf. And after 
fat he leet sle another of his wyfes t a sone fat he hadde 
vrith hire And after fat he let sle his owne moder t he 
8 wolde haue slayn his brofer also, but he dyede sodeynly. 
And after fat he dide aft the harm fat he cowde or 
myghte And after he fell in to sekness t whan he felte 
1 fat he scholde dye he sente after his suster t after aft 
12 the lordes of his lond t whan fei were comen he leet 
commando hem to prisoun t fan he seyde to his suster 
he wiste wel fat men of the contree wolde make no sorwe 
for his deth t ferfore he made his suster swere fat sche 
16 scholde lete smyto of aft the hedes of the lordes whan he 
were ded t fan scholde aft the lond make sorwe for his 
deth t eft nought t fus he made his testement. but his 
suster fuft611ed not his will For als sone as he was ded 
20 sche delyuered aft the lordes out of prisoun t lete hem 
gon eche lord to his owne [hous] t tolde hem aft the 
purpos of hire brothers ordynance t so was this cursede 
kyng neuer made sorwe fore as he supposed for to haue 
24 ben. And $ee schuft vnderstonde fat in fat tyme fere 
weren .iij. heroudes of gret name t loos for here erueltee. 
This heroude of which I haue spoken offo was Herod d 
Ascolonite And he fat leet beheden seynt Iohn the 
28 Baptist was Heroude Antypa And he fat leet smyte of 
seynt lames hed was Heroude Agrippa t he putte 
seynt Peter in prisoun. Also furthermore in the cytee 
is the chirche of seynt Sauyour t fere is the left Arm of 
32 Iohn Grisostom t the more partye of the hed of seynt 
Steuene. And on fat ofer syde in the strete toward the 
south as men gon to mount Syon is a chirche of seynt 
lames where he was beheded. And fro fat chirche a 


36 .vj. paas is the mount Syon t fere is 2 a faire chirche of 
oure lady where sche dwelled t fere shee dyed And fere 
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was wont to ben an abbot of Chanouns reguleres, And 
fro J>en8 was ache born of the Apostles vnto the vale of 
Iosaphatft. And pere is the ston pat the Aungeti 
broughte to oure lady fro the mount of Synay t it is of 4 
J»at colour pat the roche is of seynt kateryne And J>ere 
besyde is the jate where thorgh oure lady wente whan 
ache was with childe whan ache wente to Bethleem. 
Also [at] the entree of the mount syon is a chapel! t in 8 
pat chapel! is the ston gret t large with the whiclie the 
sepulcre was couered with whan Ioseph of Aramathie had 
put oure lord J>erejnne. The whiclie ston the .iij. Maries 
sawen turnen vpward whan )>ei comen to the sepulcre the 12 
day of his resurrexioun Aud pare founden an aungeti )>at 
tolde hem of oure lordes vprisynge fro deth to lyue. 
And pere also is a ston in a wati besyde the $ate of the 
pyleer pat oure lord was scourged ate. And pere was 16 
Annes hows pat was Bisshop of the Iewes in J>at tyme 
And pere was oure lord examyned in the nygfrt t 
scourged t smyten t vyleously entreted. And in pat 
same place seynt Peter forsoke oure lord thries or the cok 20 
creew. And pere is a party of the table pat he made his 
souper onne whan he made his maundee with his discyples 
whan he $af hew his flesch t his blode in forme of bred t 
wyn. And vnder pat chapeti .xxxij. degrees is the place 24 
where oure lord wossch his disciples fete And $it is the 
vessel! where the water was And pere besyde )>at same 
vesseH was seynt Steuene buryed And pere is the autier 
where oure lady herde the Aungeles synge messe And 28 
pere appered first oure lord to his disciples after his 
Resurrexioun the }ates enclosed 1 and seyde to hem: 
Pax vobis, pat is to seye: Pees to 30U t on )>at mount 
appered crist to seynt Thomas the Apostle and bad him 32 
assaye his woundes t J>an beleeued he first t seyde: 
Dominub meus t deus meus, pat is to seye: my lord t 
my god. In the same chirche besyde the awteer wercn 

ati the Aposteles on Wytsonday when the holy gost 36 
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descended on hem in lykness of fuyr. And )>ere made 
oure lord his Pask with his disciples And pere slepte 
seynt Iohn the Euuangelist vpon the breest of oure lord 
4 Ihesu crist t saugh slepynge many heuenly priuyteed. 
Mount Syon is witAjnne the cytce t it is a lytitt 
hiere pan the oper syde of the cyteo And the cytee 
is strongere on pat syde pan on pat other syde 
8 For at the foot of the mount Syon is a faire castett t a 
strong pat the soudan leet make. In the mount Syon 
weren buryed kyng Dattid t kyng Salomon t many 
othere kynges Iewes of Ierusalem And pere is the place 
12 where the Iewes w'olden han cast vp the body of oure lady 
whan the Aposdes beren the body to he buryed in the 
vale of Iosaphath And pere is the place where seynt Petir 
wcpte fuH tenderly after pat he liadde forsaken oure lord. 
16 And a stones cast fro pat chapett is anoper chapoft where 
oure lord was jugged, for pat tyme was pere Cay phases 

XX 

hows. From pat chapeH to go toward the est at .vij. paas 
is a depe cave vnder the roche pat is clept the Galylee 
20 of (*) oure lord where seynt Peter hidde him whan he had 
forsaken oure lord. Item betwene the mount syon t the 
temple Salomon is the place where oure lord reysed the 
mayden in hire faderes hows. Ynder the mount Syon 
24 toward the vale of Iosaphath is a welle pat is clept 
Natatoriua/ Siloe t pere was oure lord wasshen after 
his baptemo And pere made 1 oure lord the blynde man 
to see And pere was yburyed ysaye the propliete. Also 
28 streght from Natatorie Syloe is an ymage of ston t of 
oldc auncyen werk pat Absalon leet make And be cause 
pere of men clepen it the liond of Ahsalon. And faste 
by is }it the tree of Eldre pat Iudas henge him self vpon 
32 for dispeyr pat he hadde whan he solde and betrayed 
oure lord. And pere besyde was the synagoge where the 
bysschoppes of Iewes t the sarrazins camen togidere and 
helden here conseiH And pere caste Iudas the ,xxx. pens 
36 before hem and seyde pat he hadde synned betrayenge 

(*) of, repeated, C. 
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oure lord. And pere nygh was the hows of the Aposfles 
Philipp t Iacob Alphe. And on pat oper syde of mount 
Syon toward the south be^onde the vale a stones cast is 
Acheldamach pat is to seye the feld of blood pat was 4 
bought for the .xxx. pens pat oure lord was sold fore 
And in pat feld ben many tombes of cristene men for 
pere ben manye pilgrymes grauen. And pere ben many 
oratories as chapel! t liermytages where herein ytes weren 8 
wont to duel!. And toward the est an .c. pas is the 
chameH of the hospital! of seynt Iohn where men weren 
wont to putte the bones of dede men. Also fro Ierasalem 
toward the west is a fair chirche where the tree of the 12 
cros grew. And .ij. myle fro pens is a faire chirche 
where oure lady ’mette with Elizabeth whan pei weren 
botlie with childe t seynt Iohn stered in his modres 
wombe t made reuerence to his creatour pat he saugh 16 
not. And vnder the awtier of pat chirche is the place 
where seynt Iohn was bom. And fro pat chirche is a 
myle to the casteH of Emaux. And pere also oure lord 
schewed him to .ij. of his disciples after his resurrexionn. 20 
Also on pat oper syde .cc. pas fro Ierasalem is a chirche 
where was wont to 1 be the caue of the lyoun And vnder 

ti 

pat chirche at .xxx. degrees of depness weren entered .xij 

m. martires in the tyme of kyng Cosdroe, pat the lyoun 24 
mette witAall in a nyght be the wille of god. Also fro 
Ierasalem .ij. myle is the mountjoye a full fair place t a 
delicyons and pere lyth Samuel the p rophete in a fair 
tombe. And men clepen it mountioyc for it ^eueth 28 
ioye to pilgrymes hertes because pat pere men seen first 
Ierasalem. Also betwene Ierasalem -t the mount of 
Olyuete is the vale of Iosaphath vnder the walles of the 
cytee as I haue seyd before. And in the myddes of pat 32 
vale is a lytill ryuere pat men clepen Torrens cedron. 
And abouen it ouerthwart lay a tre pat the cros was made 
offe pat men $eden ouer onue. And faste by it is a lityH 
pytt in the erthe where the foot of the pileer is $it 36 
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entered And fere was oure lord first scourged, for he 
was scorged t vileyusly entreted in many places. Also 
in the myddel place of the vale of Iosaphath is the 
4 chirche of oure lady t it is of .xliiij. degrees vnder the 
erthe vnto the sepulchre of oure lady; And oure lady was 
of age whan sche dyed .lxxij. $eer And beside the sepulcre 
of oure lady is an awtier where oure lord foi^af seynt 
8 Peter all his synnes t fro thens toward the west vnder an 
awtere is a welle fat cometh out of the home of paradys. 
And-wytetli wel fat fat chirche is fuH lowe in the erthe 
t sum is all witAjnne the erthe, But I suppose wel fat it 
12 was not so founded, But for because fat Ierwsalem hath 
often tyme ben destroyed t the walles abated t beten 
doun t tombled into the vale And fat fei han ben so 
filled ajen t the ground enliawnced, t for fat skyH is the 
16 chirche so lowe witAin the erthe t natheles men seyn 
fere comonnly fat the erthe hath so ben clouen 1 syth the 
tyme fat oure lady was fere buryed, And $it men seyn 
fere fat it wexetli t groweth euery day witAouten dowte. 
20 In fat chirche were wont to ben monkes blake fat 
hadden hire abbot. And besyde fat chirche is a chapeH 
besyde the Roche fat hight Gethsemany t fere was oure 
lord kyssed of Iudas. And fere was he taken of the 
24 Iewes And pere laft oure lord his disciples whan he wente 
to preye before his passioun whan he preyed t seyde: 
Pater si fieri potest transeat A me calix iste, fat is 
to seye : Fader $if it may bo do lete this chalys go fro 
28 me, And whan he cam a^en to his disciples he fond hem 
slepynge. And in the Roche witAjnne the chapeH pt 
apperen the fyngres of oure lordes liond whan he putte 
hem in the roche whan the Iewes wolden haue taken him. 
32 And fro thens a stones cast toward the south is another 
chapeH where oure lord swctte droppes of blood. And 
fere right nygh is the tombe of kyng Iosaphath of whom 
the vale bereth the name. This Iosaphath was kyng of 
36 fat contree t was conuertcd by an heremyte fat was a 
worthi man t dide mocho gode. And fro fens a bowe 
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drawght toward the south is the ehirche where seynt 
lames t Zacharie the prophete weren buryeu. And aboue 
pat vale is the mount of Olyuote And it is cleped so for 
the plentee of Olyues pat growen pere. pat mount is 4 
more high pan the cytee of Ierusalem is And perfore may 
men vpon pat mount see manye of the stretes of the cytee 
And betweno pot mount t the cytee is not but the vale 
of Iosaphath pot is not fuli large t fro pot mount steigh 8 
oure lord Iltesu crist to heuene vpon Ascenctoun day 
And }it pere scheweth the schapp of his left foot in 
the ston, And pere is a chirche where was wont to 1 be 
An Abbot t Chanouns reguleres. And a lytytt thens 12 
.xxviij. pas is a chapell t perein is the ston on the whiche 
oure lord sat whan he preched© the .viij. blessynges t 
seyde pus : Beati vauperes qpiritv. And pere he taughte 
his disciples the Pat er nostek And wrot it with his 16 
fynger in a ston. And pere nygh is a chirche of seynte 
Marie Egipcyane t pere sclie lyth in a tombe. And fro 
pens toward the Est a .iij. bo we schote is Bethfagee to the 
whiche oure lord sente seynt Peter t seynt lames for to 20 
seche the Asse vpon Palme sonday i rode vpon pat asse 
to Ierusalem. And in comynge doun fro the mount of 
Olyuete toward the est is a castell pat is cleped Bcthanye 
And pere dwelte Symon leprous t pore herberwed oure 24 
lord t after he was baptized of the apostles t was clept 
Iulian i was made bisschopp, And this is the same Iulyan 
pat men clepe to for gode herberghgage, for oure lord 
herberwed wttA him in his hows. And in pat hous oure 28 
lord fo^af Marie Magdaleyne hire synnes, pere sche 
wissch his feet with hire teres t wyped hem wttA hire 
heer And pere serued seynt Martha oure lord; pere oure lord 
roysed lazar fro deth to lyue pat was ded .iiij. dayes t stank 32 
pat was brother to Marie Magdaleyne t to Martha; And 
pere duelte also Marie Cleophe. pat casteB is wel a myle 
long fro Ierusalem. Also in comynge doun fro the mount 
of Olyuete is the place where oure lord wepte vpon Ieru- 36 
salem. And pere besyde is the place where oure lady appe- 
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red to seynt Thomas the AposJlo after hire Assumpctoun 
t $af him hire gyrdyH. And right nygh is the ston where 
oure lord often tyme sat vpon whan he prechede And 
4 vpon pat same he schafl sytte at the day of doom right as 
him self seyde. Also after the mou?it of Olyuete is the 
mount of Galilee, pere assembleden the Apostles whan 
Marie Magdaleyne cam H tolde hem of cristes vprisynge 
8 And pere hetwene the mount Olyuete t the mo7/nt Galilee 
is a chirche where the angel seyde to oure lady of hire deth. 
Also fro Bethanye to Ierico [er fyue myle. Ierico]( 1 ) was 
somtymo a lityH cytee but it is now all destroyed t now 
12 is pere but a lityH village. \)at citeo tok Iosue be myracle 
of god t commandement of the Angel t destroyed it t cursed 
it t aH hem pat bygged it a$en. Of pat citeo was zacheus the 
dwerf pat clomb vp into the sycomour tre for to see oure 
16 lord because he was so litiH, he myghte not seen him 
for the peple. And of pat cytee was Raab the comoun 
womman pat ascaped allone with hem of hire lynage t 
sche often tyme refressched t fed the message res of Israel 
20 t kepte hem from many grete periles of deth t perfore 
sche hadde gode reward as holy writt seyth: Qui accipit 

PKOPHETAM IN NOMINE MEO MEKCEDEM PKOPifETE ACCIPIET, 

pat is to seye : he pat taketh a prophete in my name, he 
24 8chatl take mede of the prophete. And so hadde sche, For 
sche prophecyed to the messageres seyenge : Noui quod 
DOMiHua tkadet vobis tekram HANG, pat is to seye: I wot 
wel pat oure lord schal betake }ou this lond, And so he 
28 dide And after Salomon Naas ones sone wedded hire t 
fro pat tyme was sche a worthi womman t serued god wel. 
Also fro Betanye gon men to flom Iordan by a moun- 
tayne t porgh desert t it is nygh a day iorneye fro 
32 Bethanye toward the est to a gret hiH where oure lord 
fasted .xl. dayes. Vpon pat hiH the enemy of heH bare 
oure lord t tempted him t seyde: Die vt lapides isti panes 
fiant, pat is to seye: sey pat theise stones be made loues. 
36 In pat place vpon the hiH was wont to ben a faire chirche, 
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but it is aH destroyed so )>at fere is now bat an hermytage 
fat a maner of cristene men holden fat ben cleped Geor- 
gyenes for seynt George conuerted heat. Ypon J fat hiH 
duelte Abraham a gret while t ferfore men clepen it 
Abrahames gardyn And betwone the hill t this gardyn 
renneth a lityH broke of water fat was wont to ben 
bytter, but be the blessyng of helisee the prophete it 
becam swete t gode to drynke. And at the foot of this 
hiH toward the playn is a grete welle fat entreth into 
flom Iordan. Fro fat hiH to Ierico fat I spak of before 
is but a myle in goynge toward flom .Iordan. Also as men 
gon to Ierico sat the blynde man cryenge : Ihesu pili 12 
Dauid miserere mei, fat is to seye: Ihesu dauides sone 
haue mercy on me, t anon he hadde his sight. Also .ij. 
myle fro Ierico is flom Iordan t an half myle more nygh 
is A faire chirche of seynt Iohn the Baptist, where he 16 
baptised oure lord And pere besyde is the hous of Ieremye 
the prophete. 


OF THE DEDE SEE, AND OF THE FLOM 
JORDAN; OF THE HED OF SEYNT JOHN THE 
BAPTIST, t OF THE VSAGES OF THE 
SAMAR1TANES. 


A ND fro Jerico a .iij. myle is the dede see; Aboute 

fat see groweth moche Alom t of Alkatran. 20 
Betwene Jerico t fat see is the lond of Dengadde t fere 
was wont to growe the bawme, But men make drawe the 
braunches fereof t beren hew to ben graded at Babyloyne, 
And $it men clepen hew vynes of Gaddy. At a cost of fat 24 
see as men gon from Arabe is the mount of the Moabytes 
where fere is a cave fat men clepen karua. Ypon fat 
hiH ladde Balak the sone of Booz Balaam the prest for to 
curse the peple of Israel, fat dede see departeth the 28 
lond of [Iudee] (*) t of Arabye and fat see lasteth frow 
Soara vnto Arabye. The water of fat see is fuH bytter 

( 1 ) ynde, MS. 
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t salt And ^iff the erthe were made moyst t weet \v»tA 
fat water it wolde neuere here fruyt. And the erthe 
t the lond chauwgef often his colour And it casteth f 
4 out of the water a thing fat mew clepen Aspalt Also gret 
peces as the gretness of an hors 1 euery day t on aH sydes. 
And fro Ierusalem to fat see is .CC. furlonges; fat see is 
in lengthe fyue hundred and fouro skore furlonges And 
8 in brede an hundred and fifty furlonges And it is clept 
the dede see for it renneth nought, but is euere vnmou- 
ablo. And nouther man ne best ne nothing fat bereth 
lif in him ne may not dyen in fat see And fat hath ben 
12 preued many tymes be men fat ban disserued to ben dede 
fat han ben cast ferjnne t left ferjnne .iij. dayes or .iiij. 
t fei ne myghte neuer dye ferjnne for it resceyueth no 
thing witAjnne him that bereth lif. And noman may 
16 drynken of the water for bytterncsse, And $if a man caste 
jren ferein it wole flete abouew, And $if men caste a fedre 
ferein it wole synke to the botme. And feise ben 
thinges a^enst kynde. And also the cytees fere weren 
20 lost because of sywne ^enst kynde] And fere besyden 
growen trees fat beren full faire apples t fairo of colour 
to beholde but whoso breketh hem or cutteth hem in two 
he schaH fynde witAin hem coles t cyndres jn tokene fat 
24 be wrattho of god the cytees t the lond weren brente 
t sonken in to belle. Summen clepen fat see the lake 
dalfetidee, summe the flom of deueles t summe the flom 
fat is euer stynkynge [for fe water feroff es stynkand]^ 1 ) 
28 And in to fat see sonken the .v. cytees be wratthe of god 
fat is to seyne Sodom Gomorre Aldama Seboym t Segor 
for the abhomynable synne of sodomye fat regned in 
hem. But Segor be the preyere of loth was saued t kept 
32 a gret while For it was sett vpon an hiH And 3it scheweth 
ferof sum party aboue the water t mew may see the 
walles whan it is fayr weder t cleer. In fat cytee loth 
dwelte a lytyH while t fere was he made dronken of his 

1. 3, f, to, cancelled C. 

(*) Missing in C. Inserted from Eg. 
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[l fol. 46 6] 


Lot’s wife. 


Age of cir¬ 
cumcision 
among Jews 
and Muham¬ 
madans* 


The mouth 
of Jordan. 


Jabbok. 


[2 fol. 47 a] 


doughtres t lay with how t engemlred of hem Moab 
t Amon And the causo whi his doughtres made him 
dronken t for to ly by hem was this: because )>ei 1 sawgh 
no man aboute hem but only here fader And J>erfore J>ei 4 
trowed pat god had destroyed aH the world as ho hadde 
don the cyteos, ns he had don before be Noeis flood, 
t perfore pei wolde ly with here fader for to haue issue t 
for to replenysscho the world a$en wit A peple to restore 8 
the world a^en bo hem, for pei trowed pat per had ben no 
mo mew in aH the world. And $if here fader had not ben 
dronken ho hadde not yleye witA hem. And the hiH 
abouew Segor men cleped it J)anne Edom And after men 12 
cleped it Seyr And after ydumea. Also at the right syde 
of pat dede see dwelleth $it the wif of loth in lykness of 
a salt ston for pat schee loked behynde hire whan the 
cytees sonken in to helle. This loth was Araames sone 16 
pat was brother to Abraham, And Sarra Abrahames wif t 
Melcha Nachors wif weren sustren to the seyd loth. 


XX 

And the same sarra was of elde .iij. $eer and .x. whan 
ysaac hire sone was goten on hire, And Abraham hadde 20 
another sone ysmael pat he gat vpon Agar his chambrere 
whan he was but .xiiij. $eer of elde. And whan ysaac 
his sone was .viij. dayes old Abraham his fader leet him 
ben circumcyded And ysmael witA him pat was .xiiij. 24 
^eer old, wherfore the Iewes pat comen of ysaacces lyne 
ben circumcyded the .viij. day And the sarrazines pat 
conien of ysmaeles lyne ben circumcyded whan pei ben 
.xiiij. $eer of age. And $ee schuH vndirstonde pat witAin 28 
the dede see renneth the flora Iordan t pere it dyeth, for 
it renneth no furpermore And pat is to a place pat is a 
myle fro the chirche of seynt Iohn the Baptist toward. 
the west, a lytiH benethe the place where pat cristene 32 
mew bathen hem comown ly. And a myle from flom 
Jordan is the ryuere of laboch, the whiche Iacob passed 
ouer whan he cam fro Mesopotayme. This flom Iordan 
is no 2 gret ryuere but it is plentefows of gode fissch And 36 
it cometh out of the hiH of lyban be .ij. welles pat ben 
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cleped Ior and Dan, and of J>o .ij. welles hath it the 

name And it passeth be a lake pat is clept Maron and 

after it passeth by the see of Tyberye i passeth vnder the 

4 hille3 of Gelboe. And Jiere is a futt faire vale bothe on 

pat o syde t on pat other of the same ryuere. And (*) 

gon tlie hilles of lyban att in lengthe vnto the desert of 

Pharan And f)o hilles departen the kyngdom of surrye 

8 and the .contree of Phenesie And vpon )>o hilles growen 

trees of Cedre pa b ben futt hye t J>ei boren longe apples t 

als grete. as a inannes heued. And also this Horn Iordan 

departej) the lond of Galilee t the loud of Ydumye t the 

12 lond of Betron. And pat renneth vnder erthe a gret 

weye vnto a fayre playn t a gret pat is clept Meld an 

in Sarmoyz pat is to seye fey re or markett in here 

y 

langage be cause |>at J>ere is often fores in pat playn ; And 
16 pere becometh the water gret t large. In pat playn is 
the tombe of lob And in pat Horn Iordan aboueseyd was 
oure lord baptized of seynt Iohn And the voys of god the 
fader was herd seyenge : Hio est filius me us dilectus 
20 t cetera, pat is to seye: this is my beloued sone, in the 
which I am wel plesed, heretti liyin. And the holy gost 
alyghto vpon him in lykness of a coluer And so at his 
baptizynge was att the liool trynytee. And Jiorgh pat 
24 flom passeden the children of Israel all drye feet And J>ei 
puttc?i stones pere in the myddel place in tokene of the 
myracle pat the water witAdrowgh him so. Also in pat 
flom Iordan Naaman of Syrie bathed him |?at was futt 
28 riche but he was mesett t pern anon he toko his hele. 
Abouten the flom Iordan ben nianye chi relies where pat 
manyo ensteue men dwelleden And nygh perto is the 
cytee of Haylla pat Iosue assayled t toko. 1 Also be^onde 
32 the flom Iordan is the vale of Mambre t pat is a futt fair 
vale. Also [from]( 2 ) the hitt pat I spak of before where 
oure lord fasted .xl. dayes, a .ij. myle long [towards] ( 3 ) 
Galilee is a fair hitt t an high [where] ( 4 ) the enemy the 
36 fend bare oure lord the thridde tyme to tempte him t 
(*) men, in C. ( 2 ) vpon, C. (*) fro?», C. (*) when, C. 


Merom. 


Lebanon 
divide# Syria 
from 

Phcnnicia, 


T.’ie course 
of Jordan. 


The Baptism 
of Christ 


The river 
crossed dry- 
foot 


Noainan's 

cure. 


At 

[1 fol. 47 6] 


Temptation 
of Our Lord. 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 



70 [CH. XIII. THE DEAD SEA. THE SAMARITANS.] 


Rrak, or 
Montroya). 


Samuel’s 
birthplace 
in Mount 
Ephraim. 


Shiloh. 


[1 fol. 48 a] 


Sichero, or 
Nablus. 


Luz. 


8chewcde him att the regiouns of the world t seyde : heo 

OMNIA TIBI DABO SI OADENS A DOR A U EM8 ME, fat 18 to 

seyne: AH this schaH I ^eue fe }if fou falle t worschipe 
me. Also fro the dedo see to gon estward out of the 4 
marches of the holy lond pat is clept the lond of promys- 
sioun is a strong castett and a fair in an hitt pat is clept 
Carak en Sabmoyz, fat is to seyne Ryally. Jjat casteH 
let make kyng Baldwyn) pat was kyng of France whan he 8 
had conquered pat lond t putte it into cristene mennes 
hondes for to kepe the contree; And for pat cause was it 
clept the Mownt riaft. And vnder it pere is a town pat 
hight S 0 B 4 .OH And fere all abowte dwellen cristene men 12 
vnder trybute. Fro fens gon men to Nazareth of the 
whiche oure lord bereth the surname, And fro fens fere 
is .iij. iourneyes to Ierueolem t men gon be the prouynce 
of Galylee, be RamatAa, be Sotliym t be the high hill 16 
of Effraim, where Elcliana i Anne the moder of SamueH 
the prophete dwelleden. jjere was born this prophete 
And after his doth he was buryed at mountjoye as I haue 
seyd 30 U before. And fan gon men to Sylo where the 20 
Arke of god witA the relikes weren kept longe tyme 
vnder Ely the prophete; fere made the i»eple of Ebron 
sacrifice to oure lord t fei golden vp here avowes And 
fere spak god first to Samuehl and schewed him the 24 
mutacioun of ordre of presthode t the misterie of the 
sacrement And right nygh on the left syde 1 is Gabaon 
t Rama t Bkniamyn of the whiche holy writt speketh 
offe. And after men gon to Sychem sumtyme clept 28 
Sychar t fat is in the prouynce of Samaritanes l fere is a 
fuB fair vale t a fructuouse t fere is a fair cytee t a gode 
fat men clepen Neople. And from fens is a iorneye to 
Terwealem And fere is the welle where oure lord spak to 32 
the womman of Samaritan And fer was wont to ben a 
chirche but it is beten doun. Besyde fat welle kyng 
Roboas let make .ij. oalueren of gold t made hem to ben 
worechipt t put fat on at Dan t fat ofer at Betehl. 36 
And a myle from Sychar is the cytee of Deluze And in 
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fat cytee dwelt© Abraham a certeyn tyme. Sychem is a 
.x. myle fro Ierusalein t it is clept Neople, pat is for to 
seyne the new© cytee. And nygh besyde is the torabe of 
4 Ioseph the sone of Iacob pat gouerned Egypt, For the 
Iewes baren his bones from Egypt t buryed hem fere, 
And fider gon the Iewes often tyme in pilgrimage vrith 
gret deuocioun. In pat cytee was Dyne Iacobes doughter 
8 rauysscht for whom hire bretfieren slowen many persones 
t diden many harmes to the cytee. And fere besyde is 
the hill of Garaboun where the Samaritanes maken here 
sacrifise; In pat hiH wolde Abraham haue sacrificed his 
12 sone ysaac. And fere besyde is the vale of Dotaym t 
pere is the cisterne where Ioseph was cast in of his 
breferen which fei solden t pat is a .ij. myle fro Sychar. 
From fens gon men to Samarye pat men clepen now 
16 Sbbast And fat is the chief cytee of pat eontree And it 
sytt betwene the hill of Aygues as Ierwsalem doth. In 
that cytee was the sittynges of the .xij. tribes of Israel 
but the cytee is not now so gret as it was wont to be. 
20 pere was 1 buryed seynt Iohn the Baptist betwene .ij. 
prophetes; helyseus and Abdyan, but he was beheded in 
the casteH of Macharyme besyde the dedo see And after 
he was translated of his disciples t buryed at Samarie 
24 And pere let Iulianus Apostata dyggen him vp t let 
brennen his bones, for he was fat tyme Emperour, t let 
wyndwe the askes in the wynd; But the fynger fat 
schewcd oure lord seyeuge: Ecce Agnus dei, fat is to 
28 seyne: lo the lomb of god, fat nolde neuero brenno but 
is all hoi, fat fynger leet seynte Tecle the holy virgyne 
be born in to the hiH of Sebast t fere maken men gret 
feste. In fat place was wont to ben a fair chirche t 
32 manye ofere fere weren but fei ben aH beten doun. pere 
was wont to ben the heed of seynt Iohn Baptist enclosed 
in the waH, but the Emperour Theodosie let drawe it 
out i fond it wrapped in a litiH cloth aH blody And 
36 so ho leet it to be bom to Cost ant ynoblis, And. 
3it at Costantynoble is the hynder partye of the heed. 
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And the forpartie of the heed til vnder the chyn is at 

Rome in the chirehe of seynt Siluestrk, where ben 

Nonnes of an hundred ordres t it is $it aH broylly as 

fough it were half brent, For the Emperour Iulian us 4 

aboueseyd of his cursedness t malice let brennen fat 

portie w ith the ofer bones t $it it scheweth. And this 

thing hath ben preued bothe be Popes t by Emperours. 

And the jowes benethe fat liolden to the chyn t a partie 8 

of the assches i the platere fat the lied was leyd in whan 

it was smy ten of is at Gene, And the Geneweyes maken 

of it gret feste, And so don the Sarazynes also. And 

summen seyn fat the heed of seynt Iohn is at Amyas in 12 

Picardye And ofer men seyn fat it is the heed of seynt 

Iohn the bysschop’; I wot nere, but god knoweth. 1 But 

in what wyse fat men worschipen it the blessed seynt 

Iohn holt him apayd. Fro this cytee of Sebast vnto 16 

Ikrusalem is .xij. myle And betwene the hilles of fat 

contree fere is a welle fat .iiij. sithes in the $eer 

chawngeth his colour, somtyme grene soratyme reed soin- 

tyme cleer t somtyme trouble, And men clepen fat welle 20 

Iob And the folk of fat contree fat men clepen Sama- 

ritanes weren conuerted t baptized by the Apostles, but 

fei holden not wel here doctryne, And aH weys fei 

holden lawes by hem self, varyenge from cristene men, 24 

from Sarraziues, lewes t paynemes. t the samaritanes 

leeven wel in o god And fei seyn wel fat fer is but 

only o god fat aH formed t aH schaH deme And fei 

holden the bible after the lettre And fei vsen the psawtere 28 

as the lewes don And fei seyn fat fei ben the right 

sones of god, And among aH ofer folk fei seyn fat fei 

ben best beloued of god, And fat to hem belongeth the 

heritage fat god behighte to liise beloued children. And 32 

fei lian also dyuerse clothinge t scliapp to loken on fan 

ofer folk lian, for fei wrappen here liedes in red lynnene 

cloth, in difference from ofere. And the Sarazines 

wrappen here hedes in white lynneue cloth, And the 36 
« 

1. 8, Iowes [sic]. 




Digitized by 



Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 



[CH. XIII. THE DEAD SEA, THE SAMARITANS.] 


73 


cristene men J>at duellen in the contree wrappen hem in 
blew of ynde, And the Iewes in ^elow cloth. In pat 
contree dwellen manye of the Iewes payenge trybute as 
4 cristene men don And $if ^ee wil knowe the leMres )?at the 
Iewes vsen j?ei ben suche And the names ben As J>ei 
clepen hem writen abouen in manere of here . A . B . C. 

[Another alphabet.] 


OF THE PROUINCE OF GALILEE t WHERE 
ANTECRIST SCHALL BE N BORN; OF NAZA¬ 
RETH; OF THE AGE OF OURE LADY; OF 
THE DAY OF DOOM, t OF THE CUSTOMES OF 
IACOBITES, SUIiRYENES t OF THE YSAGES 
OF GEORGYENES. 

I ^ROM this contree of the samaritanes pat I haue 
spoken of before gon men to the playnes of 
Galilee And men leuen the hilles on pat o portye. 
And Galilee is on of the prouynces of the holy lond, 
And in pat prouynce is the cytee of Naym t Caphaunauai 
12 t Chorosaym and Bkthsayda. In this Bethsayda was 
seynt Peter t seiut Andrew born And J>ens a .iiij. myle 
is Chorosaym t .v. myle fro Clorosaym is the cytee of 
Cedar whereof the psauter speketh : Et haritaui cua/ 
16 hamtantibus cedar, pat is for to seye: And I haue 
dwelled with the dwellynge men in Cedar. In Choro¬ 
saym schnH Antecrist be born, as summen seyn, And 
o per men seyn he schali be born in Babyloyne. For the 
20 prophete seyth: De babilonia coluber exiet, qui 
totum mua’dua/ deuorabit, pat is to seyne: Out of 
Babiloyne schal come a worm J?at schal deuouren aH the 
* world. This Antecrist schali be norysscht in Bkth- 
24 sayda t he schali regnen in Capharnaum And per tore 
seyth holy writt: Ve tibi Chorosaym, ve tibi Beth¬ 
sayda, Ye tibi Caphaunauai ! jjat is to seye : Wo be 
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to fe Chorosaym, Wo to fe Bkthsayda, Wo to fe 
Capharnauju! And aH theise townes ben in the lond 
of Galilee And also the Cane of Galilee is .iiij. myle 
fro Nazareth. Of fat cytee was Symon Chananeds 4 
t his wif Canee of the which the holy Euuangelist 
speketh ofl’e. 1 jjere dide oure lord the firate myracle at 
the weddyng of Architriclyn whan he turned water in to 
wyn. And in the ende of Galilee at the hilles was 8 
the Arke of god taken t on fat ofer syde is the mownt 
hendor or hermon And J>ere aboute goth the broke 
of Torrens Cison fat somtyme was clept the broke 
Radumu. And pere besyde Barach pat was Abymelech 12 
sone with sdne of Delbore the prophetisse ouercara the 
oost of ydumea whan Cysara the kyng was slayn of 
Gebell the wif of Aber t chaced be^onde the flom Iordan 
be strengthe of swenl, zeb and zebeo t Salmana t fere 16 
he slowgh hem. Also a .v. myle fro Naym is the cytee 
of Iezrael, pat somtyme was clept zarym, of the wliiche 
cytee Iexabel the cursed queen was lady t queen pat 
toke awey the vyne of Nabaoth be hire strengthe. 20 
Faste by pat cytee is the feld Magede in tho whiche 
the kyng Ioras was slayn of the kyng of Samarie And 
after was translated t buryed in the mount Syon. And 
a myle fro Iezrael ben the hilles of Gelboe, where Saul 24 
t Ionathas fat weren so faire dyeden, wherforc Dauid 
cursed hem as holy writt seyth: Montes gelboe nec 
ros neo pluuia t cet ERA, fat is to seyo: $ee hilles of 
gelboe noufer dew ne reyn com vpon $ou. And a myle 28 
fro the hilles of Gelboe toward the est is the cytee 
of Cytople fat was clept before Bethsayn And vpon 
the walles of fat cytee was the hed of Saul honged. 
Afte gon men be the hiH besyde the pleynes of Galylee 32 
vnto Nazareth where was wont to ben a gret cytee and 
a fair, but now fere is not but a lytill village t houses 
a brood here t fere. Ajad it is not walled t it sytt in 
a litiB valeye t fere ben hilles aH aboute. J3ere was 36 

1. 6, speketh ofTe, repeated in C. 
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1 oure lady born, but sche was goten at Iemsolera. And 
because fat oure la[d]y was born at Nazareth ferfore bare 
oure lord his surname of fat town. \)ere toko Ioseph 
4 oure lady to wyf whan sche was .xiiij. $eere of age And 
fere Gabrieli grette oure lady seyenge : Aue grocta plena 
dominus tecum, fat is to seyne: Heyl fuli of grace oure 
lord is with fe. And this salutactoun was don in a 
8 place of a gret awteer of a faire chirclie fat was wont to 
be somtyme, but it is now aH downe. t men han made 
a lityH resceyt besyde a pylere of fat chirche for to 
resceyue the ott'rynges of pilgrymes And the sarrazities 
12 kepen fat place full derely for the profyto fat fei han 
fereoffe And fei ben full wykked sarrazines t crueli t 
more dispytous fan in ony ofer place t han destroyed 
all the chirches. )3ere nygh is Gabrielles welle where 
16 oure lord was wont to bathe him whan he was jnng 
And fro fat welle bare he water oftentyme to his moder 
And in fat welle sche wossch oftentyme the clowtes 
of hire sone Iheeu crist, And fro Ierosalem vnto thider 
20 is .iij. iourneyes. At Nazareth was oure lord norisscht, 
Nazareth is als meche to seye as flour of the gardyn And 
be gode skyll may it ben clept flour, for fere was 
norisscht the flour of lyf, fat was crist Ihesu. And 
24 .ij. myle fro Nazareth is f« cytee of Sephor be the weye 
fat goth fro Nazareth to Aeon. And an half myle fro 
Nazareth is the lepe of oure [lord]( 1 ), for the Iewes lad den 
[him]( 2 ) vpon an high roche for to make [him]( 2 ) lepe 
28 doun t hauo slayn [him]( 3 ) but Ihesu passed amonges hem 
t lepte vpon another roche t 3ft ben the steppes of his 
feet sene in the roche where he allyghtc. And ferfore 
seyn summen whan fei dreden hem of thefes in ony 
32 weye or of ene 2 myes: Ihesits aute.v ttiansiens p er 
medium illorum ibat, fat is to seyne : Ihesws forsothe 
passynge be the myddes of hem he wente, In tokene t 
inynde fat oure lord passed forghout the Iewes crueltee 
36 t scaped safly fro hem, so surely mowc men passen the 

( J ) lady, C. (*) hire, C. ( 3 ) hire, C. 


[i fol. 50 t>J 


The Ave 
Maria. 


Thewicked 

Saracens. 


The well in 
which the 
Infant 
Christ 
bathed. 


The Flower 
of the 
Garden. 


The leap of 
Our Lord. 


A charm 

against 

robbers. 

[2 fol. 51 a] 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 



76 


[CH. XIV. GALILEE. CHRISTIAN SECTS.] 


Our Lady's 
life. 


Mount 
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The Trans¬ 
figuration. 


[* fol. 51 b] 


Doomsday. 


perile of thefes. And fan sey men .ij. vers of the 
psauter .iij. sithes : Irruat super eos formido t pauor 

IN MAGNITUDINE BRACHIJ TUI DO .VINE. FlANT IJfMOB/LBS 
QUASI LAPIS DONKC PERTRAN8EAT POPULUS TUUS DO.V/NE 4 
DONEC PERTRANSEAT POPULUS TUUS I8TE QUE.1/ POSBEDIBTI. 

And fanne may men passe with outen perile. And 30 c 
schuH vnderstonde fat oure lady hadde child whan sche 
wa 3 .xv. ^eere old and sche was conuersant with hire 8 
sone .xxxiij. ^eer t .iij. monethes And after the passioun 
of oure lord sche lyuede .xxiiij. }eer. Also fro Nazareth 
men gon to the mount Thabor t fat is a .iiij. myle t it 
is a full faire hiH t wel high, where was wont to ben 12 
a toun t many chirches but fei ben aH destroyed, but 
3 it fere is a place fat men clepen the scole of god, where 
he was wont to techen his disciples t tolde hew the 
priuytees of heuene. At the foot of fat hid Melchisedech 16 
fat was kyng of Salem in the turninge of fat hill mette 
Abraham in comynge a 3 en from the batayllo whan he 
had slayn Abyinelech t fis Melchisedech was bothe kyng 
t prest of Salem fat now is cleped Iemsalem. In fat 20 
hill Thabor oure lord transfigured him before seynt 
Peter seynt Iohn and seynt lame And fere fei sawgh 
gostly Moyses t Elye the prophetes beside hew And 
ferfore seyde seynt Peter: Doju/ne bonum est nos hic 24 

ESSE, FACIAMU.S HIC TRIA TABERNACULA, fat is to SCye : 

Lord it is gode for vs to ben here, make wee here .iij. 
dwellyng places. And fere herd fei a voys of the fadir J fat 
seyde: Hic est filius meus dilectus in quo Mini bene 28 
complacui. And oure lord defended hew fat fei sclioldo 
not teH fat avisioun til fat he were rysen from deth to lyf. 

In fat hill t in fat same place at the day of doom .iiij. 
Aungeles with .iiij. trompes schuH blowen t reysen aH 32 
men fat liadden suffred deth sith that the world was 
formed from deth to lyue. And schuH comen in body 
[and] ( J ) soule to judgement before the face of oure lord in 
the vale of Iosaphath And the doom schaH ben on Estre 36 

(*) Missing, C. 
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day, such tyme as oure lord aroos, And the dom schal 
begynne such hourc as oure [lord] ( 1 ) descended to hell t 
dispoyled it. For at such houre schal he despoyle the 
4 world t lede his chosene to blisse t the ofere schaH he 
condempne to perpetueH peynes. And J>a?me schall eue?*y 
man haue after his dissert oufer gode or euylt but jif the 
mercy of god passe his rightwisness. Also a myle from 
8 mount Thabor is the mount heremon t fere was the cytce 
.of Naym. Before the jate of fat cytce reysed oure lord 
the wydewes sone fat had no mo children. Also .iij. 
myle fro Nazareth is the casteH Satfra of the whiche the 
12 sones of zebedee t the sones of Alphee weren. Also a .vij. 
myle fro Nazareth is the mount kayn t vnder fat is a 
welle And besyde fat welle lamech Noees fader slough 
kaym with an arwe. For this kaym wente forgh breres 
16 t busshes as a wylde best t he had lyued fro the tyme 
of Adam his fadir vnto the tyme of Noe t so he lyuede 

nygh to .M.M. jeer, And this Lamech was aH blynd for 
elde. Fro Saffra mo goth to the see of Galylee t to the 
20 cytee of Tyberye fat sytt vpon the same soe And aH 
be it fat men clepen it a see jit is it noufer see ne arm of 
the see, for it is but *a stank of fresch water fat is in 
lengths .c. furlonges t of brede .xl. furlonges t hath witAin 
24 him gret plentee of gode fissch t renneth into Horn Iordan. 
The cytee is not fuH gret but it hath gode bathes witAin 
him And fere as the Horn Iordan parteth fro the see 
of Galileo is a gret brigge where men passen from the lond 
28 of promyssioun to the lond of kyng Baazan t the lond of 
Gerrasentz fat ben aboute the flom Iordan And the begyn- 
nynge of the see of Tyberie. And fro fens may men 
go to Damask in .iij. dayes be the kyngdom of Traconye, 
32 the whiche kyngdom lasteth fro mount heremon to the 
see of Galilee or to the see of Tyberie or- to the see of 
lenazareth t aH is o see, And this [is] the stank fat I 
haue told jou, But it chaungeth f us the name for the names 
36 of the cytees fat sytten besyde hem. Vpon fat see wente 

(*) Missing, C. 
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Our Lord 
walked on 
the sea. 


The net fall 
of fishes. 


The miracle 
of the loaves 
and fishes. 

A dart cast 
at Our Lord 
grows to a 
tree. 

p fol. 52 b ] 


Capernaum 
and ttephor. 


City of Dan. 

Cesarea 

Philippi. 


Extent of 
the Holy 
Land. 


oure lord drye feet And pere he toke vp seynt Peter whan 
he began to drenche witAin pat see t seyde to him : 
Modicb fi dei, quabe dubita8 TI 1 And after his Tesur- 
rexioun oure lord appered on pat see to his disciples 4 
t bad hem fysschen t filled all the nett full of gret 
fisshes. In J>at see rowed oure lord often tyme t 
pere he called to him seynt Peter, seynt Andrew, seynt 
lames t seynt Iohn the sones of zebedee. In pot cytee 8 
of Tyberie is the table vpon the whiche oure lord eete 
vpon with his disciples after his resurrexionn t pei knewen 
him in brekyngc of bred as the gospel! seyth : Et cogno- 
VEitUNT ed m in FBACT/ONE PANis. And nygh pat cytee 12 
of Tyberie is the hiH where oure lord fedde .v. • Mil 
persones with .v. barly loues t .ij. fisshes. In pot cytee 
a man cast an brennynge dart in wratthe after oure 
lord t the hed sraot in to the erthe t wax grene t it 16 
growed to a gret tree t J $it it groweth t the bark pere of 
is aH lyk coles. Also in the hed of pot see of Galylee 
toward the Septemtryon is a strong castel t an high pot 
hight Saphor t fast beside it is Capharnaum ; with 20 
in the lond of promyssioun is not so strong a casteH 
l pere is a gode touw benethe pot is clept also Saphor. 

In pot castel seynt Anne oure ladyes moder was bom 
And pere benethe was Ceuturioes hous. pat contree 24 
is clept the Galilee of folk pot weren taken to tribute 
of Sabulon t of Neptalym. And in a$en comynge 
fro pot casteH a .xxx. myle is the cytee of Dan pot 
8omtyme was clept Belynas or Cesaire Philippon, pot sytt 28 
at the foot of the mount of lyban, where the Horn Iordan 
begynneth. pere begynneth the lond of promyssioun t 
dureth vnto Bersabee in lengthe in goynge toward the 

XX 

north into the South t it conteyneth wel a .ix. myles. t of 32 
lengthe, pot is. to seye fro Iericho vnto Iaffe, t pot con¬ 
teyneth a .xl. myle of lombardye or of oure contree pot ben 
also lytyH myles; peise be not myles of Gascoyne ne of . 
the prouynce of Almayne, where ben grete myles. And 36 
wite $e well pot the lond of promyssioun is in Sirye For 
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the Reme of Syrye duretli fro the desertes of Arabye 
vnto Cecyle And pat is Ermonye the grete, pat is to 
seyne fro the south to the north, t fro the est to the 
4 west it dureth fro the grete desertes of Arabye vnto the 
west see. But in pat Reme of Syrie is the kyngdom of 
Iudee t many oper prouynces as Palestyno, Galilee, lityft 
Cilicye t many othere. In pat contree t o per contrees 
8 be^onde J?ei ban a custom whan j>ei schuft vsen werre 
t whan men holden sege abouten cytee or casteft t J>ei 
wttAjnnen dur not senden out messagers 1 with lettres 
from lord to lord for to aske sokour J)ei maken here 
12 lettres t bynden hew to the nekke of a coluer t leten the 
coluer flee t the colueren ben so taughte Jwt J>ei fleen 
wit A ]»o lettres to the verry place pat men wolde sende 
hew to. For the colueres ben norysscht in J)o places where 
16 |>ei ben sent to t )>oi senden hew J>us for to beren here 
lettres. And the colueres retournen a$en whereas J>ei 
ben norisscht t so ]>ei don coraounly. And }ee schuft 
vnderstonde pat amonges the sarazines o part t other, 
20 duellen many cristene men of many maneres t dyuerse 
names t aft ben baptized t lian dyuerse lawes t dyuerse 
customes. But all beleuen in god the fader t the sone 
t the holy gost, But aft weys fayle J>ei in sowme articles 
24 of ouro feyth. Sowme of j>eise ben clept Iacobytes 
for seynt lams conuerted hew t seynt Iohn baptized 
hew; j>ei seyn pat a man schal maken his confessioun 
only to god t not to a man, for only to hiw scholde man 
28 $elden hiw gylty of aft pat he hath mysdon. Ne god 
ordeyned not ne neuer deuysed ne the prophete nouther 
pat a man scholde schryuen hiw to another, as }>ei seyn 
but only to god, as Moyses writeth in the Bible t as 
32 Dantd seyth in the psawter boke: Confitebor tibi 
DOA f/NE in toto cordk meo, And: Delictum meum 

TIBI COGNITUM FECI t .* DeUB MEUS ES TU t CONFITEBOR 

tibi, And: Quon/am coqitac/o ho mints confitebit ur 
36 tibi t cet era . For J>ei knowen aft the bible t the psautere 
i periore allegge J>ei so the lettre but pei alleggen not the 
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The Church 
Fathers. 


P fol. 53 6] 


Confession 
in the smoke 
of incense. 


8t. Peter 
introduced 
confession to 
the priest, 


who is the 
physician 
of souls. 


Syrians hold 
an inter¬ 
mediate 
position. 

Consecra¬ 
tion of 
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bread. 


Oeorgians. 


Various 
shapes of 
their 
tonsures. 

[ # fol. 54 o] 


Auctoritees pus in latyn but in here langage full appertely 
t soyn wel pat Darn'd i opera prophetes seyn it. Natheles 
seynt Austyn t seynt Gregory seyn pus, Augustinus : 

Qui 8CELERA SUA COGITAT t CONUEKSU8 FUERIT VENIAAf 4 

sibi credat. 1 Gregorios : Domisus pocius menteji qi/am 
verba RE8PICIT. And seynt Hillary seyth: LoNGORCAf 
TEMPORUAf CRIMINA IN ICTU OCt/LI PEREUAT SI CORDIS 

nata fuerit coNPUNCTio. And for suche auctoritees pei 8 

seyn pat only to god schaH a man knouleclie his de- 

fautes, ^eldynge him self gylty t cryenge him mercy t 

behotynge to him to amende himself. And perfore 

whan pei wil schryuen hem pei taken fyre t sette it 12 

besyde hem t casten per in poudre of frankenccns t in 

the smoko perof pei schryuen hem to god t cryen him 

mercy. But soth it is pat this confessioun) was first t 

kyndely, hut seynt peter the apostle t pei pat camen after 16 

him han ordeynd to make here confessionn to man 

t be gode resoun. For pei perceyueden wel pat no 

sykness was curable, gode rnedycyne to leye perto but 

% 

$if men knewen the nature of the maladye. And also 20 
no man may $euen couenable medicyne but $if he knowe 
the qualitee of the dede. For o synne may ben gretter 
in o man pan in another t in o place t in o tyme pan 
in another t perfore it behoveth him pat he knowe the 24 
kynde of the dede t perevpon to $euen him penance, 
j)ere ben opere pat hen clept Surienes and pei holden 
the beleeve amonges vs t of hem of Grece And pei vsen 
aH herdes as men of Grece don t |>ei maken the sacrement 28 
of therf bred t in here langage pei vsen leWres of Sarazines, 
but after the misterie of holy chirche thei vsen leWres 
of Grece t pei maken here confessioun right as the 
Iacobytes don. \)ere ben opere pat men clepen Georgyenes 32 
pat seynt George conuerted t him pei worschipen more 
pan ony other seynt t to him pei crien for help t pei 
camen out of the Reme of George ; peise folk vsen crounes 
schauen. 2 The clerkes han rounde crounes t the lewed 36 
men han crownes all square t pei holden cristene lawe 
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as don J)ei of Grece of whom I haue spoken of before. 

Othere pere ben pat men clepen cristene men of gyrdynge Christians of 

, girding and 

lor fei ben aft gyrt abouen. And \er ben opere ]>at other sects. 
4 men clepen Nestoryenes, And summe Arryenes, Summe 
Nubyenes, Summe of Grees, summe of Ynde t summe 
of Prestre Iofines lond. And all peise ban manye 
articles of oure feyth t to othere pei ben varyawnt t of 
8 here variance were to longe to telle t so I wil leue as 
for the tyme witAouten more spekynge of hem. 


OF THE CYTEE OF DAMASCE; OF .IIJ. C h. xv. 
WEYES TO IERUSALEM : ON BE LONDE t BE 
SEE, ANOTHER MORE BE LONDE J)AN BE 
SEE, AND THE THRIDDE WEYE TO JERU¬ 
SALEM: ALL BE LONDE. 


N OW after pat I haue told $ou sum pnrtye of folk in 
the con trees before [said] ( l ) now wil I turnen a$en 
12 to my weye for to turnen a$en on this half. feanne whoso 
wil go fro the lond of Galilee of pat pat I haue spoke for 
to come a$en on this half, men comen a$en be Damasce pat 
is a full fayr cytee t full noble t full of aH marchandises 
16 And a .iij. iomeyes long fro the see t a .v. iorneyes fro 
Ierwsalem. But vpon Camaylles / mules / hors / drome¬ 
daries t oper bestes men caryen here marchandise thider, 
And thider comen the marchauntes with marchandise be 
20 see from ynde, persee, Caldee Ermonye t of manye opere 
kyngdomes. This cytee founded Helizeus Damascus pat 
was 3 oman t despenser of Abraham before pat ysaac was 
born, for he thoughts for to haue ben Abrahames heir 
24 t he named the toun after his surname Damasce. And 
in pat'place where Damasc was 1 founded kaym slough 
Abel his broper And besyde damasc is the mount Seyr. 
In pat cytee of Damasce per is gret plentec of welles And 
28 within the cytee t witAoute ben many fayre gardynes 
t of dyuerse frutes. Non oper cytee is not lyche in 

( x ) Missing, C. 
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St. Paul & 
physician, 
first of 
bodies, then 
of souls. 


comp«risoun to it of faire gardynes t of faire desportes. 
The cytee is gret t fuH of peple t wel walled with double 
walles. And fere be?t raanye Phisicyens And seint Ponl 
himself was fere a phisicyen for to kepen mennes bodyes 
in hele before he was conuerted t after fat he was 
phisicien of soules. And seynt luk the Euuangelist was 
disciple of seynt Poul for to lerne phisik t many ofere. 
For seint Poul held fanne scole of phisik. And neere 
beside damasce was he conuerted i after his conuersioun 


4 


8 


he duelte in fat cytee .iij. dayes withouten sight t witA- 
outen mete or drinke And in fo .iij. dayes he was 
The vision ravisscht to heuene t fere he saugh many preuytees of 12 

oure lord. And faste beside damasce is the casteH of 


Arkes fat is bothe fair t strong. From Damasce men 

Su^enak ° f comew a 3 en oure l a( ty of Sardenak, fat is a .v. myle 

on this half damasce t it sytt vpon a roche t it is a 16 
fuH faire place t it semeth a casteH for fere was wont to 
ben a casteH, but it is now a fuH faire chirche. And 
fere witAinne ben monkes t nonnes cristene And fer is a 
vowt vnder the chirche where fat cristene men duellen 20 
also t fei han many gode vynes. And in the chirche 
behynde the high awtere in the waH is a table of blak 

Tiie miracu- wode on the whiche somtyme was depeynted an ymage 

of oure lady fat tumeth into flesch, but now the ymage 24 
scheweth but litiH. But aH weys be the grace of god fe 


[A long gap here occurs in the Cotton MS. As the only alterna¬ 
tive text is in a more Northern dialect, we print it in appendix.] 


[fol. 56 o] 

Kvil habits 
of the 
Tartars. 


t fei eten houndes, cattes, ratouns t aH ofere wylde 
bestes. And fei haue no wode or eH lytyH And ferfore 
fei warmen t sethen here mete wttA hors dong t cow 28 
dong t of ofer bestes dryed a^enst the sonne. And 
princes t ofere eten not but ones in the day t fat but 
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lytiH t fei ben right foule folk t of euyl kynde. And 
in somer be aH fo contrees fallen many tempostes t many 
hidouse thondrcs t leytes And slen meche peple t bestes 
4 also full oftentyme. And sodoynly is fere passynge hete t 
sodeynly also passynge cold And it is the foulest contree 
t the most cursed and the porest fat men knowen. And 
here prince fat gouerneth fat contree fat fei clepen 
8 Batho, duelleth at the cytee of Orda. And treuly no 
gode man scholde not duellen in fat contre, For the 
lond t the contree is not worthi houndes to dueHjnne; 
It were a gode contree to sowen jnne thristeH i breres 
12 t broom t thornes t breres, t for non ofer fing is it not 
good. Natheles fere is gode lond in sum place but it 
is pure litiH as men seyn. I haue not ben in fat contre 
ne be fo weyes but I haue ben at ofer londes fat marchen 
16 to fo con trey es As in the lond of Russye i in the lond of 
Nyflan t in the reme of Crako t of lette t in the rerne of 
Daresten t in manye ofer places fat marchen to fo costes, 
but I wente neuer be fat weye to Ierasalem, Wherfore I 
20 may not wel teH 30 U the manere. But pf this matiere 
plese to ony worthi man fat hath gon be fat weye he 
may telle it pf him lyke to fat entent fat fo fat wolen go 
by fat weye and maken here viage be fo costes mowen 
24 knowen what weye is fere. For noman may passe be fat 
weye godely but in 1 tyme of wynter for the perilous 
watres t wykkede mareys fat ben in fo contrees, fat 
noman may passe but pf it be strong frost t snowe 
28 abouen, for pf the snow ne were men myght not gon vp 
on the yse ne hors ne carre noufer t it is wel a .iij. 
iourneye 8 of suche weye to passe from Prusse to the 
lond of sarazin habitable. And it behoueth to the 
32 cristeno men fat schuH werre a 3 en hem euery 3 oer to bere 
here vitaylles with hem, for fei schuH fynde fere no good, 
And fan most fei let carye here vitaylle vpon the yse with 
cartes fat haue no wheelcs fat fei clepen Scleyes, And als 
36 longe as here vitailles hasten fei may abyde fere but no 
longer, For fere schuH fei fynde no wight fat wil selle 
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hem ony vitaillc or ony thing. And whan the spyes seen 
ony cristene men comen vpon hem J>ei rennen to the 
townes t cryen with a lowd voys kebra kerra kerra 
t fan anon fei armen hem t assemble hem togydere. 
And ^ee schuH vnderstonde fat it freseth more strongly 
in fo contrees fan on this half t ferforo hath euery man 
stewes in his hous t in fo stewes fei eten t don here 
occupactouns all fat fei may. For fat is at the north 
parties fat men clepen the septentrioneH where it is aH 
only cold, For the sonne is but lytiH or non toward fo 
contreyes t ferfore in the Septemtryon fat is verry north 
is the loud so cold fat noman may dueH fere t in the 12 
contrarye toward the south it is so hoot fat noman ne 
may dueH fere, be cause fat the sonne whan he is 
vpon the South casteth his bemes aH streght vpon fat 
partye. 16 


8 


OF THE CUSTOMES OF SARASINES, t OF HI RE 
LA WE, t HOW THE SOUDAN ARRESON1) ME 
AUTOUR OF THIS BOOK, AND OF THE BE 
GYNNYNGE OF MACHOMETE. 

OW because fat I haue spoken of samzines t of here 
contre now 3 if }ee wil knowe a partye of here lawe 
t of here 1 beleue I schaH tett 30U after fat here book fat 
is clept Alkaron telleth, And summon clepen fat book 20 
Meshaf t summe clepen it harme after the dyuerse 
langages of the contree, The whiche book Machamete toke 
hem. in the whiche boke among ofer thinges is writen, as 
I haue often tyme seen t radd, fat the gode schuH gon to 24 
paradys t the euele to helle t fat beleeuen aH sarazines. 
And $if a man aske hem what paradys fei menen fei seyn 
to paradys fat is a place of delytes where men schuH 
fynde aH rnaner of frutes in aH cesouns t ryueres rennynge 28 
of mylk t bony t of wyn t of swete water t fat fei schuH 
haue faire houses t noble euery man after his dissert made 
of precyous stones t of gold t of syluer. And fat euery 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 



85 


[CH. XVI. MAHOMET AND HIS LAW.] 

XX 

man schaH haue .iiij. wyfes aH maydenes t he schaH haue 
ado euery day wit A hew t }it he schaH fynden hew aH 
weys maydenes. Also J>ei beleeuen t speken gladly of the 
4 virgine Marie t of the Incarnacioun And pei seyn pat 
Marie was taught of the Angel t pat Gabrieli seyde to 
hire pat scho was forchosen frow the begynnynge of the 

9 

world I pat he schewed to hire the Incarnacioun of Ihesu 
8 crist t pat sche conceyued t bare child mayden t pat 
wytnesseth here boke. t pei seyn also pat Ihesu crist 
spak als sone as he was bom t pat he was an holy 
prophete t a trewe in woord t dede t meke t pytous 
12 t rightfuH t wit A outen ony vyco. And pei seyn also 
pat whan the Angel schewed the Incarnacioun of crist 
vnto Marie sche was $ong t had gret drede. For pere was 
panne an enchauntour in the contree pat deled witA 
16 wycchecraft pat men clepten Taknia pat be his enchaunte- 
mentes cowde make hiw in lykness of an Angel t wente 
often tymes t lay witA maydenes 1 1 perfore Marie dredde 
lest it hadde ben Taknia pat cam for to desceyue the 
20 maydenes. And perfore sche coniured the Angel pat he 
scholde tell hire $if it were he or no And the angel 
answerde t seyde pat sche scholde haue no drede of hiw 
for he was verry messager of Ihesu crist. Also here book 
24 seyth pat whan pat sche had childed vnder a palme tre 
sche had gret schame pat sche hadde a child t sche grette 
t seyde pat sche wolde pat sche hadde ben ded ; And 
anon the child spak to hire t comforted hire t seyde: 
28 Moder ne dysmaye pe nought, for god hath liidd in pe his 
preuytees for the saluacioun of the world. And in othere 
many places seyth here Alkaron pat Ihesu crist spak als 
sone as he was born. And pat book seyth also pat Ihesu 
32 was sent frow god aH myghty for to ben myrour t 
ensample t tokne to alle men. And the Alkaron seyth 
also of the day of doom, how god schal come to deme aH 
maner of folk t the gode he schaH drawen on his syde 
361 putte hew into blisse, And the wykkedo lie schal 
condempne to the peynes of heH. And amonges aH 
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Jesus was 
mere than 
prophot. 


The Rama¬ 
dan fast. 


[i fol. 57 o] 


The Coran 
against the 
Jews. 


The Sara¬ 
cens believe 
Judas 
Iscarioth to 
have been 
crucified 
Instead of 
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for God can¬ 
not have 
allowed the 
Innocent to 
suffer. 


Many points 
of agreement 
between the 
creeds of 
Saracens 
and„Chri8- 
tians. 


prophetes Ihesu was the most excellent t the mosto 
worthi next god, And fat he made the gospelles in the 
whiche is gode doctryne t helefuH, fuH of c[h]aritee ( x ) t 
sothfastness t trewe prechinge to hem fat beleeuew in god 4 
And fat he was a verry i>rophete t more fan a prophete 
t lyued witAoutew synne i jaf syght to fe blynde t helede 
the lepres t reysede dede mew t steigh to heuene. And 
whan fei mowe holden the boke of the gospelles of oure 8 
lord writew t namely Missus est Angelus gabriel, fat 
gospel! fei seyn fo fat bew lettred often tymes in here 
orisouns t fei kissen it t worschipen it witA gret 
deuocioun. Jtei fasten an hool moneth in the jeer t eten 12 
nought but be nyghte 1 t fei kepen hem from here wyfes 
all fat moneth. But the seke men be not constreyned to 
fat fast. Also this book spekth of Iewes t seyth fat fei 
ben cursed for fei wolde not beleuen fat Ihesu crist was 16 
comen of god t fat fei lyeden falsely on Marie t on hire 
sone Ihesu crist Reyenge fat fei hadden crucyfyed Ihesu 
the sone of Marie. For he was neuere crucyfyed as fei 
seyn, but fat god made him to stye vp to him witAoutew 20 
deth t witAoutew anoye, But he transfigured his lykness 
into Iudas Scarioth t him crucifyeden the Iewes t 
wendew fat it had ben Ihesus But Ihesu steygh to 
heuenes aH quyk t ferfore fei seyn fat the cristene men 24 
erren t han no gode knouleche of this t fat fei beleeuen 
folyly -t falsly fat Ihesu crist was crucyfyed. And fei 
seyn jit fat, t he had ben crucyfyed, fat god had don ajen 
his rightwisness for to suffre Ihesu crist fat was Innocent 28 
to ben put vpon the cros witAouten gylt. And in this 
article fei seyn fat Avee faylen t fat the gret rightwisness 
of god ne myhte not suffre so gret a wrong. And in this 
fayleth here feyth, For fei knoulechew wel fat the werkes 32 
of Ihesu crist bew gode t his wordes t his dedes t his 
doctryne be his gospelles werew trewe t his nieracles also 
trewe t the blessede virgine Marie is good t holy maydew 
before t after the birthe of Ihesu crist, And fat alt fo fat 36 

t 1 ) claritee, C. 
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beleuen perfectely in god schul ben saued. And be cause 
pot )>ei gon so ny oure feyth pei ben lyghtly conuerted to 
cristene lawe whan men preche hem And schewen hem dis- 
4 tynctly the lawe of Ihesu crist t whan [men]( 1 ) tellen hem 
of the prophecyes. And also pei seyn pot pei knowen wel 
be the prophecyes pot the lawe of Machomete schatt fayte 
as 1 the lawe of the Iewes dide And pot the lawe of cristene 
8 peple schatt laste to the day of doom. And $if ony man 
aske hem what is here beleeue, *pei answeren pus t in 
this forme: Wee beleuen god form your of heuene t of 
erthe t of all opere thinges pot he made t witAouten him 
12 is no thing made. And we beleuen of thay of doom t pot 
euery man schatt haue his meryte after he hath disserued 
And we beleue it for Both att pot god hath seyd be the 
mouthes of his prophetes. Also Machomet commanded in 
16 his Alkaron pot euery mart scholde haue .ij. wyfes or 
.iij. or .iiij^ but now pei taken vnto .ix. t of lemmannes als 
manyeas he may susteyne. And $if ony of here wifes mys 
beren hem a^enst hire husbonde he may caste hire out 
20 of his hous t departe fro him t take anoper, But he schatt 
deporte witA hire of his godes. Also whan men speken 
to hem of the fader t of the sone t of the holy gost pei 
seyn pot pei ben .iij. persones, but not o god, For here 
24 Alkaron speketh not of the trynyte. But pei seyn wel 
pot god hath speche t ett were |he dowmb t god 
hath also a spirit pei knowen wel for ett pei seyn he were 
not on lyue. And ivhan men speken to hem of the 
28 Incamacioun how pat be the word of the Angel god sente 
his wysdom in to erthe t envmbred him in the virgyne 
Marie t be the woord of god schutt pe dede ben reysed 
at the day of doom, pei seyn pat it is soth i pot the woord 
32 of god hath gret strengthe, And pei seyn pot whoso knew 
not pe woord of god he scholde not knowe god. And pei 
seyn also pot Ihesu crist is the woord of god t so sey th hire 
Alkaron, where it seyth pat the Angel spak to Marie 
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[> fol. 58 a] 


Christ is 
better than 
Abraham, 
Moses anil 
Mahomet. 


They inter¬ 
pret Holy 
Writ liter¬ 
ally, not 
spiritually, 
like the wise. 


Christians 
blamed for 
disobeying 
their own 
religion. 


Churchmen 
gWe bad 
example. 


Therefore 
the com¬ 
mons spend 
their holi¬ 
days in 
gluttony. 

[2 fol. 58 b] 


and soyde: Marie, god scliaH preclie pe the 1 gospeti be 
the woord of his mowth t his name scliaH be clept Ihesu 
crist. And pei seyn also pat Abraham was fiend to god 
And pat Moyses was familier spekere with god t Ihesu 4 
crist was the woord t the spirit of god t jiat Machomete 
was right messager of god. And pei seyn pat of theise .iiij. 
Ihesu was the most worthi t the most excellent t the 
most gret so pat pei haw many gode articles of oure feyth, 8 
aH be it pat pei haue no parfite la we t feyth as cristene 
mew ban. t perfore bew pei lightly conuerted t namely 
po pat vnderstonden the scriptures t the prophecyes, For 
|>ei ban the gospelles t the prophecies t the byble writew 12 
in here langage. Wherfore pei conew meche of holy 
wrytt, but pei vnderstonde it not but after the lettre i so 
don the Iewes. For pei vndirstonde hot the leWre gostly 
but bodyly t perfore bew pei repreued of pe wise pat gostly 16 
vnderstonden it. And perfore seyth Seynt Poul: Litera 
occidit, sp/K/rus AUTEAf viuiFicAT. Also the sarazines 
seyn pat the Iewes bew cursed for pei haw defouled the 
lawe pot god sente hem be Moyses, And the cristene bew 20 
cursed also, as pei seyn, for pei kepew not the commande- 
mentes t the preceptes of the gospel! pot Ihesu crist 
taughte hem. And perfore I scliaH teH 30 U what the 
Soudan tolde me vpon a day iw his chambre. He leet 24 
voyden out of his chambre all maner of mew, lordes t 
opere, for he wolde speke with me in conseiH. And pere 
he asked me how the cristene mew gouerned hem in oure 
contree, and I seyde him right wel, tlionked be god. t he 28 
seyde me treulych nay, for ^ee cristene mew ne rccehe 
right noght how vntrewly to serue god ; $ee scholde }euew 
ensample to the lewed peple for to do wel t 300 3 euew 
hem ensample to don euyH. for the comdwnes vpon 32 
festyful! dayes whan pei scholdew gon to chirclje 2 to serue 
god, pan gon pei to tauernes t bew pere in glotony ali pe day 
\ all nyght t eten t drynken as bestes pat haue no resouw 
t wite not whan pei haue ynow. And also the cristene 36 
mew enforcew hem in aH maneres pat pei mowew for to 
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tighten t for to desceyuen jjal on pat other, And J>ere- 
wttAaH J>ei ben so proudo pat J>ei knowen not how to ben 
clothed, now long, now schort, now streyt, now large, 
4 now swerded, now daggered t in all manere gyses. Jjei 
scholden ben symple meke t trewe t full of almesdede as 
Ihesu was in whom J>ei trowe, but J)ei ben aH the con- 
trarie t euere enclyned to the euyH t to don euyH. And 
8 fei ben so coueytows pat for a lytyH syluer ]>ei sellen 
here doughtres, here sustres t here owne wyfes to putten 
hem to leccherie, And on witAdraweth the wif of another 
t non of hem holdeth feyth to another, but j>ei defoulen 
12 here lawe |>at Ihesu crist betook hem to kepe for here 
saluacioun. And }>us for hero synnes han J»ei lost all 
this lond pat wee holden. For for hire synnes here god 
hath taken hem in tooure hondes, noght only be strengthe 
16 of ouresclf, but for here synnes. For weo knowen wel in 
verry soth pat whan $ee seruen god god wil helpe }ou, 
And whan he is with jou noman may ben a^enst $ou. 
And pat knowe we wel be oure prophecyes, pat cristene 
20 men schuH wynnen a$en this lond out of oure hondes 
whan J>ei seruen god more deuoutly. But als longe as J>ei 
ben of foul t of vnclene lyvynge as )>oi ben now wee haue 
no drede of hem in no kynde, for here god wil not helpen 
24 hem in no wise. And }>an I asked him how he knew the 
state of aH cristene men t he answerde me pat he knew 
aH the state of aH contres of cristene kynges t j>rince8 
t the state of the comounes also be his messangeres, pat 
28 he sente to aH londes in manere as )>ei weren marchauntes 
of precyons stones, of clothes of gold t of otliere 1 thinges 
for to knowen the manere of euery con tree amonges 
cristenemen. And |>an he leet dope in aH the lordes pat 
32 he made voyden first out of his chambre t Jjere he schewed 
me .iiij. pat weren grete lordes in the contree pat tolden 
me of my contree t of manye o per cristene contrees als wel 
as J)ei had ben of the same contree t j>ei spak frensch 
36 right wel t the sowdau also, whereof I had gret meruaylle. 
Allas, pat it is gret sclaundre to oure feit.h t to oure lawe, 
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What a 
shame for us 
to be re* 
proved by 
unbelievers! 
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loyal to their 
religion. 


Mahomet 
first was a 
camel- 
driver. 


His first 
miracle. 


[i fol. 59 b] 


The Koreish. 


Khadidjah. 

Fits of the 
falling 

sickness. 


whan folk fat ben witAouten lawe schutt repreuen vs t 
vndernemen vs of oure synnes, And fei fat scholden ben 
couuerted to crist t to the lawe of Iliesu be oure gode 
ensamples t be oure acceptable lif to god, t so conuerted 4 
to the lawe of Ihesu crist, ben forgh oure wykkedness t 
euyH lyuynge fer fro vs t straungeres fro the holy t verry 
beleeve schutt fus appelen vs t holden vs for wykkede 
lyueres t cursode. And treuly fei sey sotb, For the 8 
sarazines ben gode t feythfuH, For fei kepen entierly the 
commandement of the holy book Alkaron fat god sente 
hem be hismessager Machomet, to the whiche, as fei seyn, 
Seynt Gabrieli the aungel often tyme tolde the wille of 12 
god. And 3 ee scliuH vnderstonde fat Machamote was 
bom in Arabye, fat was first a pore knaue fat kepto 
Cameles fat wenten witA Marchantes for marchandiso; t 
so befell fat he wente with the marchandes in to Egipt 16 
t fei weren fanne cristene in fo partyes. And at the 
desertes of Arabye he wonle in to a chapell where a 
Eremyte duelte, And whan he entred in to the chapell 
fat was but a lytiH t a low thing t had but a lityl dore 20 
t a low, fan the entree began to wexe so gret t so large 
t so high as fough it had ben of a gret mynstre or the 
$ate 1 of a paleys. And this was the firste myracle the 
sarazins seyn fat Machomete dide in his ^outhe. After 24 
began he for to wexe wyse and riche t he was a gret 
Astronomer t after he was gouemour t prince of the 
lond of CoiTodane t he gcuemed it full wisely in such 
manere fat whan the prince was ded he toke the lady to 28 
wyfe, fat highte Gadrige. And Machomete fell often in 
the grete sikeness fat men callen the fallynge euyll, 
Wherfore the lady was full sory fat euere sche toke him 
to liusbonde. But Machomete made hire to beleeue f at 32 
aH tymes whan he fell so Gabriel the angel cam for to 
speke with him t for the gret light t brightness of the 
angeH lie myghte not susteyne him fro fallynge; And 
ferfore the sarazines seyn fat Gabriel cam often to speke 36 
with him. This Machomete regned in Arabye the jeer 
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of oure lord Ihesu crist .vj. C. t .x. and was of the 
generacioun of ysmael pot was Abrahames sone pot he 
gat vpon Agar his chamberere. And perfore J>er ben 
4 sarazines pot ben clept Ismaelytenes, t summe Agaryenes 
of Agar t the opere propurly ben clept Sarrazines of Sarra 
t summe ben clept Moabytes t suwime Amonytes for the 
.ij. sones of loth, Moab t Amon pot he begatt on his 
8 doughtres, pot weren aftirward gTete erthely princes. 
And also Machomete loued wel a gode heremyte pot 
duelled in the desertes a myle fro pot Mount Synay in 
the weye pot men gon fro Arabye toward Caldee t toward 
12 ynde, o day’iourney fro the see, where the marchauntes 
of Yenyse comen often for marchandise. And so often 
wente Machomete to this heremyte pot aH his men weren 
wrothe for he wolde gladly here this heremyte preche t 
16 make his men wake aH nyght, t perfore his men 
poughten to putto the heremyte to deth. t so befeH 
vpon a nyght pot Machomete was dronken of gode wyn 1 t 
he feH on slepe t his men toke Machometes swerd out of 
20 his schethe whils ho slepte t pere witA pei slowgh this 
heremyte t putten his swerd al blody in his schethe 
a$en. And at niorwe whan he fond the heremyte ded 
he was full sory t wroth t wolde haue don his men 
24 to deth, but pei aH wttA on accord [said] (*) pot he himself 
had slayn him whan he was dronken t scllewed him his 
swerd aH blody t he trowed p at pei hadden seyd soth. 
And pan he cursed the wyn t aH po pot drynken it, 
28 And perfore sarrazines pot ben deuout drynken neuere 
no wyn ; but summe drynken it preuyly, For $if pei 
dronken it openly pei scholde ben repreued. But pei 
drynken gode beuerage t swete t norysshynge pot is 
32 made of GalameH t. pot is pot men maken sugre of, 
pot is of right gode sauour t it is gode for the breest. 
Also it befalleth sumtyme pot cristeno men becomen 
sarazines ouper for pouertee or for sympleness or elles 
36 for here owne wykkedness; And perfore the Archiflamyn 

{') Missing, C. 
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how ad¬ 
mitted bj 
Saracen 
di Tines. 


[ l fol.606] 


The English 
alphabet he s 
two extra 
letters. 


or the Flamyn^as]! 1 ) oure E[r]chebisahopp( 2 ) or Bisshopp, 
Whan he resceyueth hem seytli pus: La kllec olla 
syla Machomet rores alla, \at is to seye: )>ere is no 
god but on t Machomete his messager. Now I haue 4 
told 5011 a party of here lawc t of here customes I schal 
seye 30 U of liere lettres pat pei haue witA here names t 
the manere of hire figures, What )>ei l>en. 

[Another alphabet.] 

And .iiij. lettres pei haue more pan opere for dyuersitee 8 
of hire langage 1 1 speche, for als moche as pei speken in 
here throtes. And wee in Englond haue in oure langage 
t speche .ii. lettres mo pan pei haue in hire .a.b.c. t pat 
is: |3 t 3, the whiche ben clept porn t 30GH. 12 

(*) os, C. (*) Echebiashopp, C. 
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OF THE LON DES OF ALBAN YE AND OF 
LIBYE; OF THE WISSHINGES FOR WACCH- 
INGE OF THE SPA72HAUK, t OF NOES 
SCHIPPE. 


N OW sitli I haue told $ou befom of tlie holy loud t 
of fat contrce abouten t of many weyes for to 
go to fat lond t to fo mount Synny t of Babyloyne 
4 the more t the less t to ofer places fat I haue spoken 
befom, now is tyme ^if it lyke 30U for to teH $ou of the 
marches t lies t dyuerse bestes t of dyuerse folk beyond 
theise marches. For in fo contrees be^onden ben many 
8 dyuerse contrees t many grete kyngdomes fat ben departed 
be the .iiij. flodes fat comen from paradys terrestre. For 
Mesopotayme t the kyngdom of Caldee t Arabye ben 
betwene the .ij. ryueres of Tygre t of Eufrates, And the 
12 kyngdom of Mede* t of Persye ben. betwene the ryueres 
of Nile t of Tygres. And the kyngdom of Syrie where 
of I haue spoken befom t Palestyne t Phenicye ben 
betwene Eufrates t the se Medyterrane. The whiche see 
16 dureth in lengthe.fro Mayrok vpon the sew of Spayne 
vnto the grete see, so fat it lasteth bejonde Costanty* 

ill 

nople .MMM. t .xl myles of lombardye. And toward 
the see Occyan t Inde is the kyngdom of Shithie 
20 fat is aH closed with hilles And after vnder Schithie t 
fro the see of Caspie vnto the Horn of Thamy is 
Amazoyne fat is the lond of femynye, where fat noman 
is bu[f] only ad worn men. And after is Albanye a full 
24 gret reme, And it is clopt Albanye be cause fat the folk 
ben whitere fere fan in ofer marches fere abouten ; An d 
in fat contree ben so gret houndes t so stronge fat fei 
assaylen lyouns t slen hem. And fanne after Hs Hircanye 
28 Bactrie Hiberye t many ofer kyngdomes. And betwene 
the rede see t the see occyan toward the south is the 
kyngdom of Ethiopc 1 of libye the hyere, The whiche lond 
of Lybye fat is to seyne libye the lowe fat begynneth at 
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The sea 
higher than 
the land. 


In Lybia 
men’s 
shadows 
fall on the 
right if they 
face east. 


The water of 
the sea boils 
so that no 
fish can live. 


From Genoa 
or Venice to 
Trebizond. 
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The Pope 
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him. 

[ l fol. 61t>] 


the see of Spayne fro fens where the py lores of hercules 
ben And dureth vnto aneyntes Egipt t toward Ethiope. 

In fat contre of libye is the see more high fan the lond 
i it someth fat it wolde couere the ( x ) erthe t natheles 4 
$it it passeth not his markes. And men seen in fat 
contre a mountayne to the whiche noman come. In this 
lond of libye whoso turneth toward the Est the schadewe 
of himself is on the right syde And here in oure contree 8 
the schadwe is on the left syde. In fat see of libye is 
no fissch, for fei mowe not lyve ne dure ( 2 ) for the 
gret hete of the sonne, because fat the water is euermore 
boyllynge for the gret hete. And many of ere ( 8 ) londes fer 12 
ben, fat it were to long to teHe or to nombren, But of 
sum parties I schaH speke more pleynly here after. 
Whoso wil fanne gon toward Tartarie, toward Persie, 
toward Caldee t toward ynde, he most entre the see at 16 
Gene or at Venyse or at sum other liauene fat I haue 

9 

told 30 U before ; And fan passe men the see t arryuen at 
Trapazond fat is a gode cytee t it was wont to ben the 
hauene of Pountz. Jjere is the hauene of Persanes t of 20 
Medaynes t of the marches fere bejonde. In fat cytee 
lyth seynt Athanasie fat was Bissliopp of Alisandre 
fat made fe psalm : Quicumque wlt. This Athanasius 
was a gret doctour of dyuynytee t because fat he preched 24 
t spak so depely of dyuynytee t of the godhede he was 
accused to the Pope of Rome fat he was an heretyk, 
Wherfore the Pope sente after hym H putte him in 
presoun. And whils he was in presoun he made fat 28 
psalm t sente it to the Pope t seyde fat $if he were an 
heretyk fan was fat heresie, for fat he seyde was his 
beleeue. And whan the Pope saugh it t had examyned 
it, fat it was perfite t gode t verryly oure feyth t oure 32 
beleeue, he made him to ben delyuered out of presoun t 
commanded fat psalm to ben seyd euery day at pryme t 
so he held Athanasie a gode man. But he wolde neuere 


(*) lond, cancelled, C. ( a ) for; repeated, C. 

( 3 ) o|>eres, (J. 
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go to his bisshopriche a$en because pot pei accused him of 
heresye. Trapozond was wont to ben holden of the 
Emperour of Costantynople, But a gretman pot he sente 
4 for to kepe the contree a^enst the Turkes vsurped the lond 
i helde it to him self t doped him Emperour of Trapa- 
zond. And from pens men gon thorgh litiH Ermonye, 
And in pot contree is an old casteH pot stont vpon a roche 
8 the whiche is cleped the casteH of the Sparrehawk, pot 
is be^onde the cytee of layays beside the town of 
Pharsipee pot belongeth to the lordschipe of Cruk pot 
is a riche lord t a gode cristene man; Where men fynden 
12 a Sparehauk vpon a perche right fair t right wel made t 
a faire lady of fayrye pat kepeth it. And who pot wil 
wake pot Sparhauk .vij. dayes t .vij. nyghtes t as summe 
men seyn .iij. dayes t .iij. nyghtes wttAouten companye 

t 

16 t witAouten sleep, pot faire lady schal }euen him whan he 
hath don the first wyssch pat he wil wyssche of erthely 
thingee; -t pot hath ben proued often tymes. And o 
tyrae befell pot a kyng of Ermonye pot was a worthi 
20 knyght t a doughty man t a noble prince woke pot hauk 
sum tyme t at the ende of .vij. dayes t .vij. nyghtes the 
lady cam to him t bad him wisschen : for he had wel 
disserued it. And he answerde pot he was gret lord ynow 
24 t wel in pees 1 1 hadde ynowgh of worldly richess t perfore 
he wolde wisshen non oper thing but the body of pot 
faire lady to haue it at his wille. And sclte answerde him 
pat he knew not what he asked t seyde pot he was a fool 
28 to desire pot he myghte not haue for sche seyde pat he 
scholde not aske but erthely thing, for sche was now 
erthely thing, but a gostly thing. And the kyng seyde 
pot he ne wolde asken non oper thing. And the lady 
32 answerde: sythe pat I may not wtt/zdrawo 30 U fro }oure 
lewed courage I schal ^eue 30U wztAouten wysschinge t to 
aH hem pat schuH com of 30U. Sire kyng }ee schuH haue 

e 

werre witAouten pees $ aH weys to the .ix. degree 3 ee 
36 schuH ben in snbieccioun of 3 oure enemyes t ^ee schuH 
ben nedy of aH godes. And neuere sithen nouther the 
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kyng of Ermonye ne the con tree weren neuer in pees ne 
pel hadden neuer sithen plentee of godes t pei ban lien 
sithen aHweyes vnder tribute of the sarrazines. Also the 
sone of a pore man woke pat liauke t wisshed pat he myghte 4 
cheue wel t to ben happy to marchandiset the lady graunted 
him And he becam the most riche t the most famouse 
marchant pab myghte ben on see or on erthc. And he 

becam so riche pab he knew not the .M. part of pab he 8 
hadde t he was wysere in wisschinge pan was pe kyng. 
Also a knyght of the temple wooke pere t wyssched a 
purs eueremore fuH of gold t the lady graunted him. But 
sche seyde him pab he had asked the destruccioun of here 12 
ordre for the trust t the affiance of pab purs t for the grete 
pryde pab pei scholde ha new t so it was. And perfore 
loke he kepe him wel pab schaH wake, For $if he slepe he 
is lost pat neuere man schaH seen him more. This is not 16 
the right weye for to go to the parties pab I haue nempned 
before, but for to see the merueyle pab I haue spoken of, 
*And perfore whoso wil go right weye, men gon from 
Trapazo.vd toward Ermonye the grete vnto a cytee pab is 20 
clept Artyroun : pat was wont to ben a gode cytee t a 
plentifons, but the Turkes han gretly wasted it. pere 
aboute groweth no wyn ne frut but lityH or eH non. In 
this lond is the erthe more high pan in ony o per t pab 24 
maketh gret cold And pere ben many gode watres t 
gode welles pab comen vnder erthe fro the flom of Paradys 
pab is clept Eufrates, pab is a iomeye besyde pab cytee. 
And pat ryuere cometh towardes ynde vnder erthe t 28 
resorteth into the lond of Altazar And so passe men be 
this Ermonye t entren the see of Persie. Fra pat cytee 
of Artyroun go men to an hiH pat is clept Sabisso(X)lle ; 
And pere besyde is anoper hiH pat men clepen Ararath, 32 
but pe Iewes clepen it Taneez, where Noes schipp rested 
t }it is vpon pat montayne, And men may seen it a ferr 
in cleer weder. And pat montane is wel a .vij. myle 
high And summen seyn pat pei han seen * touched the 36 
schipp t put here fyngres in the parties where the feend 
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went out, Whan pat Noe seyde : Benedicitb, But pei pat 
seyn suche woordes seyn here wille. For a man may 
not gon vp the montayne for gret plentee of snow pat is 
4 allweys on pat montayne nouper somer ne wynter, so pat 
noraan may gon vp pere ne neuere man dide sithe the tyme 
of Noe saf a monk pat bo the grace of god broughte on 
of the plankes doun, pat 3 U. is in the mynstre at the foot 
8 of the montayne. And besyde is the cytee of Dayne pat 
Noe founded, And faste by is the cytee of Any in the 

t 

whiche were wont to ben a .M. chirches. But vpon pat 
montayne to gon vp this monk had gret desir And so vpon 
12 a day he 1 wente vp And whan he was vpward the .iij. 
part of the montayne he was so wery, pat he myghte no 
ferthere and so he rested him t feH oslepe. And whan 
he awook he fonde him self liggynge at the foot of the 
16 montayne And pan he preyede deuoutly to god pat he 
wolde vouchesaf to suffre him gon vp. And an angeH 
cam to him t seyde pat he scholde gon vp And so he 
dide, And sith pat tyme neuer non; wherfore men 
20 scholde not beleeve suclie woordes. Fro pat montayne go 
men to the cytee of Thauriso pat was wont to ben 
clcpt Faxi8 pat is a full fair cytee t a gret t on of the 
beste pat is in the world for marchandise. J)ider comen 
24 aH marchawntes for to byen auoir de poys and it is 
in the lond of the Emperour of Persie And men seyn pat 
the Emperour taketh more gode in pat cytee for custom of 
marchandise pan doth the ricchest cristene kyng of all his 
28 reme pat lyueth; For the toH t thecustom of his marchantes 
is witAouten estymacyoun to ben nombred. Besido pat 
cytee is an hiH: of salt And of pat salt euery man taketh 
what he wil for to salto with to his nede. pere duellen 
32 many cristene men vndir tribute of Sarrazines. And fro 
pat cytee men passen be many townes t casteH in goynge 
toward ynde vnto pe cytee of Sadonye pat is a .x ioumeyes 
fro Thauriso t it is a fuH noble cytee t a gret. And pere 
36 duelleth the Emperour of Persie in somer for the contree 
is cold ynow t pere ben gode ryueres beiynge schippes. 
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After go men the weye toward yude be many iorneyes t 
be many contreyes vnto the cytee fat is clept Cassak fat 
is a full noble cytee t a plentyfons of comes t wynes 
t of all ofer godes. This 1 is the cytee where the .iy. 4 
kynges metten togedre whan fei wentcn to sechen oure 
lord in Bethlem to worschipe him t to }>resente him with 
gold, ensence t myrre. And it is from fat cytee to 
Bethleem .liij. iourneyes. Fro fat cytee mew gon to 8 
anofer cytee fat is clept Geth fat is a ioumeye fro the see 
fat mew clepen the gravely soe. \)ai is the beste cytee 
fat the Emperour of Persie hath in aH his lond And fei 
clepew flessch fere Dab ago t the wyn vapa. And the 12 
paynemes seyn fat no cristene man may not longe duelle 
ne endurew with the lif in fat cytee, but dyen witAin 
schort tyme + nomaw knoweth not the cause. After gon 
men be many cytees t townes t grete con trees fat it were 16 
to longe to tell vnto the cytee of Cornaa fat was wont to 
be so gret fat the walles abouten helden .xxv. myle 
aboute. the walles schewen $it, but it is not aH enhabited. 
Fro Cornaa go men be many londes t many cytees t 20 
townes vnto the lond of Iob, And fere endeth the lond 
of the Emperour of Persie. And }if $ee wole knowe 
the letfres of Persaynes t what names fei ban, fei ben 
suche as I last deuysed }ou, but not in sownynge of here 24 
woordes. 


OF THE LOND OF IOB t OF HIS AGE; 
OF THE ARAY OF MEN OF CALI)EE; OF 
THE LOND WHERA WOMUEN DUELLE 
WiTi/OUTEiV CO PAN YE OF ME N; OF THE 
KNOULECHE t VALRTUES OF THE VA’ARAY 
DYAMAUiVT. 


A FTER the departyng fro Cormaa men entren into 
fe lond of Iob f at is a full fair contree -t a 
plenty ious of aH godes, And men clepen fat lond the 28 
lond of Sweze. In f at lond is the cytee of Thkman. 
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lob was a payneem t he was Are of Gosra is sone t 
held fot lond as prynce of that contreo t he was so 
riche fot he knew not the hundred 1 part of his godes. [* foi. 64 a] 
4 And all fough ho were a payneem natheles he serued 
wel god after his lawe And oure lord toke his seruice 
to his plesance. And whan he fell in pouerte he was 
.lxxviij. 3 eer of age. And after whan god had preued his 
8 pacyence t it was so gret, he broughte him ajen to richess 
t to heere estate fan he was before. And after fat he 
was kyng of ydumye after kyng Esau. And whan he 
was kyng he was clept Iobab And in fot kyngdom Job identi- 
12 he lyuede after .clxx. }er And so he was of age whan Jobak 
lie dyed .ccxlviij. ^eer. In f at lond of lob fere nys no 
defaute of no fing fot is nedefull to mannes body. 

J3ere hen hilles where men geten gret plente of Manna, Manna. 

16 in gretter habundance fan in ony other con tree. This 
Manna is clept bred of aungeles t it is a white fing 
fat is full swete t right delicyous t more swete fan hony 
or sugre and it conieth of the dew of heueno fot falleth 
20 vpon the herbes in fot contree And it congeleth t 
becometh aH white t swete. And men putten it in 
medicynes for ryche men to make the Wombe lax t 
to purge euyll blode, for it clenseth the blood t putteth 
24 out malencolye. This lond of Iob marcheth to the 

kyngdom of Caldee; This lond of Caldbk is full gret chaidaea. 
t the langage of fot contrce is more gret in sownyngo 
fan it is in ofer parties be^onde fe see. Men passen 
28 to go beyonde be the tour of Babiloyne the greto of the 
wliiche I haue told 30 U before, where fot all the langages 
weren first cliaunged; And fot is a .iiij. iomeyes fro Caldee. 

In J>at reme ben faire men t pei gon fuH nobely arrayed Men are 

# . fair and 

32 in clothes of gold orfrayed 2 1 apparayled with grete wear tine 
perles t precyot^ stones futt nobely, t the wommen Womenare 

foul and 

ben right foule -t euyll arrayed -t fei gon all bare fote poorly 

& J J r o dressed. 

t clothed in euyH garnementcs large wyde but fei ben [*f 0 i. C 4 t] 
36 schorte to the knees t longe sieves doun to the feet lych 
a Monkes frokke t here sieves ben hongyng doun to the 
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feet; And fei han gret heer t long hanginge aboute here 
Bcliuldre 8 . And J>ei bew blake worn mew, foule t hidouse; 

And treuly as foule as fei bew als euele fei bew. In 
fat kyngdom of Caldee in a cyfcee J>at is clept Hub 4 
dueled Thare Abrahaines fader t fere was Abraham 
born. And pat was in pat tyme fat Nunus was kyng 
of Babiloyn) of Arabye t of Egypt. This Nunus made 
the cytee of Nynyuee the wbiche pat Noe had begowne 8 
before t be cause pat Nunus performed it he cleped 
it Nynyuee after his owne name, J )ere lyth Thobye the 
prophete of whom holy writt speketh offe. And fro 
pat cytee of Hur Abraham deported be the commande- 12 
mewt of god fro fens after the deth of his fader t ladde 
wttA him Sarra his wif t Loth his brotlieres sone because 
fat he hadde no child, And fei wentew to duelle in the 
lond of Chanaan in a place fat is clept Sychkm. And 16 
fis loth was he fat was sailed whan Sodom t Gomorre 
t the ofere cytees ( x ) werew breut t sonken douw to 
helle where fot the dede see is now, as I haue told 30 u 
before. I 11 fat lond of Caldee fei haw here propre 20 
langages t here propre left res, suche as $ee may see 
here after. Besyde the lojid of Caldee is the lond of 
Amazoyne fat is the lond of Femynyb t in fat reme 
is all wommen t nomaw, Noght as summe 1 mew seyn 24 
fat mew mowe not lyue fere, but for because fat the 
womiuen wil not sutfre no mew amowges hem to bew 
here souereynes. For sum tyme fer was a kyng in fat 
con trey t mew maryed as in ofer con trey es t so befell 28 
fat the kyng had werre with hem of Siohie, the whiche 
kyng highte Colepeus, fat was slayn in bataylle t all the 
gode blood of his reme. And whan the queen t all the 
othere noble ladyes sawen fat fei werew aH wydewes t fat 32 
aH the riaH blood was lost fei armed hem t as creatures 
out of wytt fei slowen aH the mow of the contrey fat werew 
laft for fei wolden fat aH the wommew werew wydewes 
os the queen t fei werew. And fro fat tyme hiderwardes 36 

(*) fS C. 
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fei neuere wolden suffren man to dwell amonges hem 
lenger fan .vij. dayes t .vij. nyghtes, Ne fat no child fat 
were male scholde dueH amonges hem lenger pan lie were 
4 noryscht t fanne sente to his fader. And whan J>ei wil 
haue ony companye of man fan fei drawen hem to ward es 
the londes marchynge next to hem. And fan fei [haue] f 1 ) 
here loues fat vsen hem t fei duellen with hem an .viij. 
8 dayes or .x. t fanne gon hom a^en. And $if fei haue 
ony knaue child fei kepen it a certoyn tyme t fan senden 
• it to the fadir whan he can gon allone t eten be him self 
or ell fei sleen it; And ^if it be a femele fei don awey 
12 fot on pappe with an hote hiren. And $if it be a 
womman of gret lynage fei don awey the left pappe fat 
fei may the better beren a scheeld, And 3 if it be a 
womman on fote fei don awey the [ri^t] ( 2 ) pappe for to 
16 scheten with bowo turkeys, For they schote wel with 
bowes. In fat loiul fei haue a queen fat gouerneth aH 
fat lond t all fei ben obeyssant to hire And 1 alweys fei 
maken here queen by electioun fat is most worthy in 
20 armes. For fei ben right godo werryoures t orped t 
wyse, noble t worthi. And fei gon often tyme in sowd 
to help of ofer kynges in here werres for gold t syluer 
as othere sowdyoures don. And fei meyntenen liemself 
24 right vygouresly. This lond of Amazoyne is an He aH 
envirouned with the see saf in .ij. places where ben .ij. 
entrees, And beyonde fat water duellen the men fat ben 
here paramoures t hire loues, where fei gon to solacen 
28 hem whan fei wole. Besyde amazoyne is the lond of 
Tarmegyte fat is a gret contre t a fuH delectable And 
for the godness of the contree kyng Alisandre leet first 
make fere the cytec of Alisandre ; And 3 U lie made .xij. 
32 cytees of the same name; But fat cytee is now clept 
Celsite. And fro fat ofer cost of Caldee toward the 
south is Ethiope a gret contree fat streccheth to the ende 
of Egypt; Ethiope is departed in .ij. parties princypaH. 
36 And fat is in the est partie t in the meridional! partio, 

( l ) Missing, C. ( 2 ) left, MS. 
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The whiehe portio meridional! is clept Moretane. And 
the folk of pot contree ben blake ynow t more blake pan 
in the to per portie t pei ben clept mowres. In pat portie 
is a well pat in the day it is so cold pot noman may 4 
drynke pere offe And in the nyght it is so hoot pot noman 
may suffre hys hond pere in. And be^onde pot portie 
toward the south to passe by the see Occean is a gret lond 
t a gret contrey, but men may not duel! pere for the 8 
feruent brennynge of the sonne, so is it passynge hoot in 
pot contrey. In Ethiope aft the Ryueres t aft the watres 
ben trouble t pei ben somdeft salte for the gret hete pot 
is pere. And the folk of pot contree ben 1 lyghtly dronken 12 
t han but litift appetyt to mete And pei ban comounly 
the flux of the wombe t pei lyuen not longe. In Ethiope 
ben many dyuerse folk And Ethiope is clept Cusis. In 
pot contree ben folk pot han but o foot t pei gon so 16 
blyue pot it is meruaylle And the foot is so largo pot it 
schadeweth aft the body a^en the sonne Whanne pei wole 
lye t rcste hem. In Ethiope whan the children ben 
$onge t lytift pei ben aft ^alowo And whan pot pei 20 
wexen of age pot ^alowness turneth to ben aft blak. In 
Ethiope is the cytee of Saba t the lond of the wliiche on 


of the .iij. kynges pot presented oure lord in Bethleera 
was kyng offe. Fro Ethiope men gon into ynde be 24 
manye dyuerse contreyes And men clepen the high ynde 
Emlak. And ynde is devyded in .iij. princypaft porties 
j5ot is [ynde] (*) the more pot is a full hoot contree t 
ynde the less pat is a full atempreo contrey pot 28 
streccheth to the londe of Mede. And the .iij. port 
toward the Septentrion is full cold so pot for pure 
cold t contynueft frost the water becometh Cristaft. And 
vpon tho roches of cristaft growen the gode dyamandes 32 
pot ben of trouble colour; lalow Cristaft draweth colour 
lyke oylle And pei ben so harde pot noman may 
pollysch hem t men clepen hem dyamandes in pot contree 
t hamese in anoper contree. Othere dyamandes men 36 


(*) Missing, C. 
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fynden in Arabye fat ben not so godo t fei ben more 
broun t more tendre. And ofer dyaraandes also men 
fynden in the He of Cipre fat ben jit more tendre t hew 
4 men may wel pollischen; And in the lond of Macedoyne 
men fynden dyamaundes also, But the beste t the moste 
p?’ecyiouse ben in ynde. 1 And men fynden many tyme 
harde dyamaundes in a masse fat cometb #ut of gold whan 
8 men puren it t fynen it out of the myne whan men 
broken fat mass in smale peces. And suw tyme it 
happeneth fat men fynden suwme as grete as a pese -l 
suwme lasse t fei ben als harde as fo of ynde. And aH 
12 be it fat men fynden gode dyamandes in ynde, jit 
natheles men fynden hew more comounly vpon the roebes 
in the see t vpon hillos where the myne of gold is; Ami 
fei growen many to gedre on lytiH another gret And per 
16 ben suwme of the gretness of a bene t suwme als grete 
as an hasett note t fei ben square t poynted of here owno 
kynde bofe abouen t benethen witAouten worchinge of 
mannes hond t fei growen togedre male t femele And 
20 fei ben norysscht wttA the dew of heuene And fei engen- 
dren comounly t bryngen forth smale children fat inulti- 
plyew t growen aH the jeer. I haue often tymes assayed 
fat jif a man kepe hew wttA a lityH of the roche, t 
24 wete hew wttA may dew ofte sithes fei schuH growe 
eueryche jeer, t the smale wole wexen grete. For right 
as the fyn perl congeleth and wexeth gret of the dew 
of heuene right so doth the verray dyamand, And right 
28 as the perl of his owne kynde taketh roundness right so 
the dyamand be vertu of god taketh squareness. And 
men schaH here the dyamaund on his left syde for it is 
of grettere vertue fanne fan on the right syde; For the 
32 strengthe of here growynge is toward the north fat is 
the left syde of the world, t the left partie of man is 
whan he tumeth his face toward the est. And jif jou lyke 
to knowe the vertues of fe dyamand 2 as men may fynden 
36 in the lapidarye fat many men knowen noght, I schaH 
telle jou as fei bejonde the see seyn t affermen, of whom 


[l fol. 66 6] 

Ditimonds 
from gold 
ore. 


They grow 
and multi- 
lily like 
animals. 


If watered 
enough, 
they will 
grow. 
Pearls and 
diamonds 
grow from 
dew. 


Diamonds 
should be 
worn on the 
left. 
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They give 
mnn 
courage, 
health and 
victory, 


protect 
him from 
evil spirits, 

and turn 
away 

witchcraft 


They cure 
lunacy and 
demoniac 
possession. 


Blue 

diamonds. 


White. 


[1 fol. 67 6] 


Buyers are 

often 

deceived. 


aH science t aH philosophic cometh from. He fat bereth 
the dyamand vpon him, it $eueth him hardyness t nian- 
hode i it kepeth the lemes of Ins body hole, It ^eueth 
him victorye of his enemyos in plee t in werre ^if 4 
his cause be rightfuH, t it kepeth him fat bereth it in 
gode wytt. Ami it kepeth him fro strif t ryot, fro 
euyH sweuenes, from sorwes t from enchawntementes t 
from fantasyes t illusiouns of wykked spirites. And }if 8 
ony cursed wycclie or enclianutour wolde bewycchen him 
fat bereth the dyamand, aH fat sorwe t mischance schatt 
turne to himself forgh vertue of fat ston And also no 
wylde best dar assay lie the man fa b bereth it on him. 12 
Also the dyamand scholde ben ^ouen frely witAouten 
coueytynge t witAouten byggynge t fau it is of grettere 
vertue. And it maketh a man more strong t more sad 
a^enst his enemyes And it heleth him fat is lunatyk t 16 
hem pat the fend pursueth or trauayleth. And $if 
vonym or poysoun be brought in presence of the dyamand 
anon it begynnethto wexe moyst t for to swete. Jjere ben 
also dyamandes in ynde pat ben clept violastres for here 20 
colour is licho vyolet or more browne fan the violettes, 
pat ben fuR harde t fuH ynrecyous, But $it sum men 
loue not hem so wel as the ofere But in soth to me I 
wolde louen hem als moche as fe ofere, For I liaue seen 24 
liem assayed. Also fere is a nofer inaner of dyamandes 
fat ben als white as cristaH but fei ben a lityH more 
trouble t fei ben gode t of gret vertue t all fei ben 
square t .poynted of here owne kynde, And summe 28 
ben. .yj. squared 1 summe .iiij. squared t summe .iij. 
as nature schapeth hem t ferfore whan greto lordes t 
knyghtes gon to sechen worechipe in armes fei beren 
gladly the dyamaund vpon hem. I schal speke a 32 
litiR more of the dyamandes aH fough I larye my 
mntcre for a tyme, to fat ende fat fei fat knowen 
hem not be not disceyued be gabberes fat gon be the 
contree fat sellen hem. For whoso wil bye the dyamand, 36 
it is nedefuH to him fat he knowe hem be cause fat men 
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counterfeten hem often of cristaH J>at is ^alow. t of 
Saphires of cytryne colour )>ot is ^alow also, t of the 
Saphire loupe t of many o per stones; But I tell 30U theise 
4 conti*efetes ben not so harde. And also the poyntes wil False stones 

are softer. 

bveken lightly t men may esily pollisschen hem But 
8umme workmen for malice wil not pollisschen hem, to 
pat entent to maken men beleuc pat )>ei may not hen 
8 pollisscht. But men may assaye hem in this manere: 

First schere with hem or write with hem in saphires in Precious 

stones or 

cristall or in ober precions stones. After bat men taken magnets 

1 4 may be used 

the ademand pat is the schipmannes ston pat draweth tj^try 
12 the nedle to him And men leyn the dyamand vpon the 
Ademand t leyn the nedle before the ademand And 3 if 
the dyamand be gode and vertuons, the ademand draweth 
not the nedle to him wliils the dyamand is j;ere present. 

16 And J>is is the preef pat pei bejonde the see maken. 

Natheles it befalleth often tyme pat the gode dyamand ^ e mond 
leseth his vertue be synne \ for Incontynence of him los^ 
)>at bereth it And panne is it nedfuR to make it to through sin. 
20 recoueren his vertue a$en or eH it is of litiH value. 


OF THE CUSTOMS OF YLES ABOUTEA YNDE; ch. xix. 
OF THE DIFFERENCE BETWIX YDOLES t 
SIMULACRES; OF .IIJ. MAN ER GROWYNGAtf 
OF PEPAA VPON O TREE; OF THE WELLE 
DAT CHAUA^GETH HIS ODOUR EUERY HOUR ['foi.csa] 
OF THE DAY,, t DAT IS MtfflUAYLLE. 

I N ynde ben fuH manye dyuerse con trees And it is 
cleped ynde for a flom pat renneth porghout the 
contree bat is clept ynde. In bat Home men fynden 

ti 

24 Eles of .xxx. fote long t more And the folk pat duellen Indus and 

_ its giant 

nygh pat water ben of euyH colour, grene t 3 alow. In eels. 

1 

ynde t abouten ynde ben mo pan .v. M. lies gode t grete 
))at men duellen in, witAouten |>o pat ben inhabitable t 
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Numberless 
population 
of India. 


They stay 
at home, 
being under 
slow 
Saturn. 


We travel 
about, living 
under the 
quick- 
moving 
moon. 


Hormuz. 

[i fol. 68 b] 

The grent 
heat. 


The people 
lie in the 
rivers to lie 
cooler. 




[CH. XIX. INDIA. ITS SUPERSTITIONS.] 

wttAouten ofere smalo lies. In euery He is grot plentec 

of cytees t of townes t of folk with outen noiubre, For 

men of ynde han this condicioun of kynde, fat fei neuere 

gon out of here owne contree t ferfore is per gret multi- 4 

tude of peple, but fei ben not sterynge ne movable be 

cause pat )>ei ben in the firete clymat, pat is of Saturne 

t Saturne is slough t litiH raevynge. For he taryeth 

u _ 

to make his turn be the .xij. signes .xxx. }cor. And the o 

mone passeth |>orgh the .xij. signes in o moneth. Ami 

for because fat Saturne is of so late sterynge ferfore the 

folk of fat contree fiat ben vnder his clymat han of 

kynde no witt for to meve ne stere to seche strange 12 

places. And in oure contrey is all the contrario, For 

wee ben in the seuenthe clymat pat is of the mone. And 

the mone is of lyghtly raevynge t the mone is planete 

of weye. And for pat skyH it $eueth vs wiH of kynde 16 

for to meve lyghtly t for to go dyuerse weyes t to sechen 

strange thinges t o per dyuersitees of the world, For the 

mone envyronneth the erthe more hastyly fan ony o per 

planete. Also men gon forgh ynde be many dyuerse 20 

contrees to the gret see Occean And after men fynden 

pere an lie fat is dept Crues t fider comen inarchantes 

of Yenyse t Gene 1 and of ofer marches for to byen 

marchandy8e8. Hut fere is so grete hete in fo marches 24 

t namely in fat He, fat for the grete distress of the hete 

raennes ballokkes hangen doun to here knees for the gret 

dissolucioun of the body. And men of fat contree fat 

knowen the manere lat bynde hem vp or eH myghte fei 28 

not lyue t anoynt hem with oynementes made ferfore to 

holde hem vp. In fat contree t in Ethiope t in many 

ofer contrees the folk lyggoii aH naked in ryueres t 

watres, men and womnien to gedre, fro vndurne of the 32 

day tiH it l)e passe*! the noon. And fei lyen aH in the 

water saf the visage for the gret hete fat fere is. And 

the wommen hauen no schame of the men, but lyon aH 

togidre, syde to syde, tiH the hete be past. )jere may 36 

men see many foule figure assembled t namely nygh the 
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gode townes. In pat lie ben schippes witAouten nayles of 
Iren or‘bolides for the roclies of the Ademandes, for pei 
ben all fuH pere aboutc in pat see pat it is merueyle to 
4 speken of. And ^if a schipp passed be po marches pat 
hadde ouJ>er Iren bondes or Iren nayles, anon he scholde 
ben perisscht, For the Ademand of his kynde draweth 
the Iren to him And so wolde it drawe to him the schipp, 
8 be cause of the Iren, pat lie scholde neuer departen fro 
it ne neuer go pens. Fro pat lie men gon be see to a 
noper lie pat is clept Chana, where is gret plentee of 
com i wyn. And it was wont to ben a gret He t a gret 
12 hauene t a good but the see hath gretly wasted it t 
ouercomen it. The kyng of pat contree was wont to 
ben so strong t so myghty pat he heeld werre 1 ajenst 
kyng Alisandre. The folk of pat contree han a dyuers 
16 lawe, for sumnie of hem worschipe the sonne, summe the 
m»ne, summe the fuyr, summe trees, summe serpentes or 
the tirste Jung pat pei meeten at morwen, And summe 
worscliipen syinulacres t summe ydoles. But betwene 
20symulacres t ydoles is a gret difference, For symulacres 
ben ymages made after lykness of men or of wowmen or 
of the sonne or of the mone or of ony best or of ony 
kyndely thing, t ydoles is an ymage made of lewed wiH 
24 of man pat man may not fynden among kyndely thinges 
As an ymage pat hath .iiij. hedes, on of man, anoper of 
an hors or of an ox or of sum oper best pat noman hath 
soyn after kyndely disposicioun. And pei pat worscliipen 
28 synmlacres pei worschipen hem for sum worthi man pat 
was sumtyme, as liercules t many opero pat diden many 
meruayles in here tyme, For pei seyn wel |>at )>ei be not 
goddes for pei knowen wel pat pere is a god of kynde 
32 pat made all thingee, the whiche is in heuene. But pei 
knowen wel pat this may not do the meruayles pat he 
made but $if it had ben be the specyaH $ifte of god t 
perforo pei seyn pat ho was wel wit A god, And for because 
36 pat he was so wel wit A god perfore pei worschipe him. 
And so seyn pei of the sonne be cause pat he chaungeth 


Near the 
rockH of 
magnet, 
ships can 
hare no iron 
in them. 


The island 
of Chana. 


[* fol. 69 a] 

Religions 
of the 
natives* 


Pictures of 
natural 
things 
opposed to 
monstrosi¬ 
ties. 


Hero- 

worship. 


Great deeds 
are evidence 
of God’s 
favour. 


Sun- . 

worshippers 
just! lied. 
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[i fol. 60 b] 

Apology 
for fire- 
worshippers 
and idola¬ 
ters. 


Things that 
bring luck 
when met 
in the 
morning. 


Similar 
supersti¬ 
tions among 
Christians. 


Men-at amis 
foretell the 
future from 
the flight of 
birds. 

p fol. 70 a] 


the tyme t jeueth hete t norisschethmlf thinges vpon ertho 

and for it is of so gret profite feri'Vhowe wel fat fat 

# 

myghte not be, but fat god loueth it more fan ony ofer 
thing And for fat skyil god hath 30 uew it more gret vertue 4 
in the world; ferfore it is gode resoun as fei seyn, to 
don it worschipe and reuerence. And so seyn fei t 
inaken here resounes of 1 ofere planetes t of the fuyr 
also, be cause it is so profitable. And of ydoles fei seyn 8 
also fat the ox is fe moste holy best fat is in erthe t most 
pacyent and most profitable fan ony other, For he doth 
good ynow t he doth now euyti t fei knowen wel fat it 
may not be witAoutew specyali grace of god. And ferfore 12 
maken fei here god of an ox the on part t the ofer 
halfondett of a man be cause fat maw is the most noble 
creature in erthe t also for he hath lordschipe abouew aH 
bestes; ferfore make fei the halfondel of ydole of a 16 
man vpwardes t the tofer half of an ox douwwardes. 
And of serpentes t of ofer bestes t dyuerse finges fat 
fei worschipen fat fei meten first at morwe. And fei 
worschipen also specyally all fo fat fei haw gode 20 
meetynge of, And whan fei speden wel in here iorneye 
after here meetynge, t namely suche as fei haw preued 
t assayed be experience of longe tyme. For fei seyn 
fat filke gode meetynge ne may not come but of the 24 
grace of god And ferfore fei maken ymages lych to fo 
thinges fat fei haw beleeue jnne for to beholden hem 
t worschipew hem first at morwe, or fei meeten ony 
contrariows thinges. And fere bew also sum cristene 28 
mew fat seyn fat summe bestes han gode meetynge, fat 
is to seye for to meete with liem first at morwe t summe 
bestes wykked meetynge t fat fei liaw preued ofte tyme 
fat the hare hath full euyH meetynge t swyn t many 32 
ofere bestes. And the Sparhauk or ofer foules of raveyne 
whan fei fleen after here praye t take it before mew of 
armes, it is a gode signe, And $if he fayle of takynge his 
praye it is an euyll signe.* And 2 also to suche folk it is 36 
an euyll meetynge of Ravenes. In feise thinges t in such 
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Ill 


ofere f er ben many folk fat beleeven because it happeneth 
so oftentyme to fallen after here fantasyes ; And also fere 
ben men ynowe fat han no beleve in hew. And sith 
4 pat cristene men han such beleeve, pat ben en formed t 
taught alt day be holy doctryne wherejnne fei scholde 
beleeve, it is no meruaylle fanne fat the paynemes fat 
han no gode doctryne but only of here nature beleeven 
8 more largely for here sympless. And treuly I haue 
seen of paynemes t sarazines fat men clepen Augurynes 
fat whan wee ryden in armes in dyuerse contrees vpon 
oure enemyes, be the flyenge of foules fei wolde tell vs 
12 the pronosticaciouns of thinges fat fell after And so fei 
diden fuH oftentymes t profreden here hedes to wedde, 
but }it it wold fallen as fei seyden. But natheles ferfore 
scholde noght a man putten his beleeve in suche thinges, 
16 but alweys han full trust t beleeve in god oure souereyn 
lord. This He of Chana the sarazines han wonnen i 
holden, In fat lie ben many lyouns t many ofer wylde 
bestes And fere ben rattes in fat jle als grete as houndes 
20 here And men taken hem with grete mastyfes, for cattes 
may not take hew. In this jle t manye othere men berye 
not no dede men, for the hete is fere so gret fat in a 
lityH tyme the flesch wil consume fro the bones. Fro 
24 fens men gon be see toward ynde fe more to a cytee fat 
men clepen Sarchee, fat is a fair cytee t a gode t fere 
duellen many cristene men of gode feytb. And fere ben 
manye religions men t namely of mendynantes. After 
28 gon men be see to the lond of lomb, In fat lond 1 groweth 
the peper in a Forest fat men clepen Com bar t it 
groweth nowhere oil in aH the world but in fat Forest 
i fat dureth wel an .xviij. iourneyes in lengthe. In fat 
32 forest ben .ij. gode cytees, fat on highte Fladrine t 
fat other zinglantz And in euery of hew duellen cristene 
men t Iewes gret plentee, For it is a gode contree t a 
plentefons, but fere is ouer meche passynge hete. And 
36 $ee schuH vnderstonde fat the peper groweth in maner as 
doth a wylde vyne fat is planted faste by the trees of fat 


Such beliefs 
are pardon- 
able among 
the simple 
heathen. 

I have heard 

augurs 

announce 

future 

events. 


Giant rats. 


The heat 
consumes 
dead men’s 
flesh. 


A Christian 
city. 


[i fol. 70 6] 

The pepper 
forest. 
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plants 
grow like 
vines. 
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When ripe, 
the berries 
are green, 
like ivy 
berries,until 
put on an 
oven. 

Long, black, 
and white 
pepper. 


l^ong pepper 
is like the 
catkins of 
the hazel. 


Black is 
like grapes. 


The white 
is less 
plentiful. 

P fol. 7J a] 


Snakes 
abound 
in that 
country. 


1 do not 
believe that 
fires are 
lighted in 
the pepper 
forest to 
drive the 
serpents 
away. 


• 

The natives 
anoint 
themselves 
with smell¬ 
ing sap to 
gather 
pepper in 
safety. 


wode for to susteynen it by as doth the vyne, And the 
fruyt ferof hangeth in manere as reysynges And the tree 
is so tliikke charged fat it serneth pat it wolde breke t 
whan it is ripe it is all grene as it were ju y beryes t fan men 4 
kytten hem as men don the vynes t fan fei putten it 
vpon an owven) t pere it waxeth blak t crisp. And pere 
is .iij. maner of peper all vpon o ti*ee : Long peper, blak 
peper t white peper. The long peper men clepen Son- 8 
botyn t the blak peper is clept Fulfubl. And the 
white peper is clept Bano. The long peper cometh first 
whan the lef begynneth to come l it is lyche the chattes 
of haseH pat cometh before the lef t it hangeth lowe ; 12 
And after cometh the blake wit h the lef in manere of 
clustres of reys[i]nges aH grene; And whan men han 
gadred it fan cometh the white pat is somdeH lasse fan 
the blake And of fat men bryngen but litift in to fis 16 
1 contrees for fei be^onden witAholden it for hemself 
because it is better and more attempree in kynde fan 
the blake, t ferfore is fer not so gret plentee as of the 
blake. In fat contree ben manye manere of serpentes 20 
t of ofer vermyn for the gret hete of fe contree 
and of the peper. And summe men seyn fat whan fei 
wil gadre the peper fei maken fuyr t brennen aboute to 
make the serpentes and the cokedrilles to flee, But saue 24 
here grace of all fat seyn so, For $if fei brenten abouten, 
the trees fat beren the peper scholden ben brent t it wolde 
dryen vp aH fe vertue, as of ony ofer fing And fan fei 
diden hemself moche harm; And fei scholde neuere 28 
quenchen the fuyr. But fus fei don : fei enoynten here 
hondes t here feet [with an oynement] ( x ) mad of snayles 
t of ofer thinges made ferfore, of the whiche the serpentes 
t the venymous bestes haten t dreden the sauour, t fat 32 
maketh hem flee before hem be cause of the smell t fan 
fei gadren it seurly ynow t wyndwe[n] 2 for fan is no drede 
of no vermyn to come nere hem. Also toward the heed 
of fat forest is the eytee of Polombe, And abcue the 36 

( l ) Missing in C. 2 wyndwed, C. 
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cytee is a grete mountayne pat also is clept Polombk And 
of pat mount the cytee hath his name, And at the foot 
of that mount is a fair welle t a gret pat hath odour t 
4 sauour of alle spices, And at euery hour of the day he 
chaungeth his odour t his sauour dyuersely And whoso 
drynketh .iij. tymes fasting of pat water of pat welle he 
is hool of all maner sykeness pat ho hath And pei pat 
8 duellen pere t drynken often of pat well pei neuere han 
sekeness t pei semen aH weys jonge. I haue dronken 
pere of .iij. or .iiij. sithes t jit me tliinketh I fare the 
better. Sum men clepen it tho well of jouthe for pei 
12 pat often drynken pere of semen allweys jongly t lyuen 
withhmten sykeness, And men seyn pat that welle cometh 
out of paradys t perfore it is so vertuous. Be *aH .pat 
contree groweth gode gyngeuere And perfore thider gon the 
16 marchanntes for spicerye. In pat lond men worschipen 
the Ox for his sympleuess t for his mekeness t for the 
profite pat cometh of him And pei seyn pat he is the 
holyest best in erthe, For licm someth pat whosoeuere 
20 be meke t pacyent he is holy t profitable, for panne pei 
seyn ho hath aH vertues in him. ))ei makeu the ox to 
laboure .vj. jeer or .vij. t pan pei etc him. And the 
kyng of pat contree hath aHwey an ox with him And 
24 he pat kepeth him hath euery day grete fees t kepcth 
euery day his dong t his vryne in .ij. vessel! of gold t 
bryngen it before here prelate pat pei clepen Archipaothe- 
papaton. And he bereth it before tho kyng t maketh pere 
28 ouer a gret blessyng t pan the kyng weteth his hondes 
pere in pat pei clepen Gaul t anoynteth his front t his 
brest and after he froteth him with the dong and with 
'the vryne with gret reuerence for to ben fulfilt of vertues 
32 of the ox t made holy be tho vertue of pat holy ping pat 
nought is worth. And wlmn the kyng hath don panne 
don the lordes And after hem here niynystres t oper men, 
jif pei may haue ony remenant. In pat contree pei maken 
36 ydoles half man half ox And in po ydolos euyH spirites 
speken t jeuen auswere to men of what is asked hem. 

MANDEVILLE. 
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Fountain 
of Youth. 


I tried it 
three or 
four times. 


t 1 fol. 716] 


The worship 
of oxen. 


The pre¬ 
late’s duties. 
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Idolatrous 

sacrifice. 


The burning 
of dead 

t ^ -i f_ 


mu 


Suttee. 

[1 fol. 72 a ] 


A widower 
may marry 
again. 


Ch. XX. 


The tomb 
of St. 
Thomas 
in Calamin. 


Ills body 
was some 
time in 
Edessa. 
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Before feise ydoles men sleen here children many tymes 
t spryngen the blood vpon the ydoles t so fei maken here 
sacrifise. And whan ony man dyeth in the contree fei 
brennen his body in name of penance to fat entent fat he 4 
suffre no peyne in erthe to ben eten of wormes. And 3 if 
1 his wif haue no child pei brenne hire with him t seyn fat 
it is resoun fat sche make him companye in fat ofer 
world as sche did in this. But 1 sche haue children with 8 
him fei leten hire lyue with hem to brynge hem vp $if 
sche wole. And 3 if fat sche loue more to lyue with here 
children fan for to dye with hire husbonde, men holden 
hire for fals t cursed ne scliee schaft neuer ben loued no 12 
trusted of the peple. And yd the womman dye before 
the husbonde men brennen him with hire $if fat he 
wole And $if he wil not, noman constreyneth him fere 
to, but he may wedde anofer tyme witAouten blame or 16 
repreef. In fat contree growen many stronge vynes t the 
worn men drynken wyn t men not And the wommen 
schauen hire hordes t men not. 


OF THE DOMES MADE BE SEYNT THOMAS 
HOND; OF DEUOCIOUA t SACRIFICE MADE TO • 
YDOLES ftERA’, IN THE CYTEE OF CALAMYE; 
AND OF THE PiiOCESSIOUN IN GOYNGE 
ABOUTE THE CYTEE. 

F ROM fat contree men passen be many marches 20 
toward a contree a .x. iourneyes fens fat is 
clept Mabaron t it is a gret kyngdom t it hath many 
faire cytees t townes. In fat kyngdom lith the body of 
seynt Thomas the Apostle in flesch t bon in a faire tombe 24 
in the cytee of Calamye, for fere he was martyred t 
buryed. But men of Assirie beeren his body in to Mkso- 
patayme in to the cytee of Edjsse And after he was 
brought fider a 3 en, And the arm t the hond fat he putte 28 
in oure lordes syde whan he appered to him after his 
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resurrexioun and seyde to him : Noli esse incrkdulus 
s ed fi delis, is $it lyggynge in a vesseH witAouten the 
tombo. And be fat bond J)ei maken aH here Iuggeinentes 
4 in the contree, whoso hath right or wrong, For whan fer 
is ony dissencioun betwene 1 .ij. portyes t euery of hem 
meyntcneth his cause i seyth fat his cause is rightfuH 
And fat ofer seyth the coutrarye, fanne bothe i>artyes 
8 writen here causes in .ij. billes And putten hem in the 
bond of seynt Thomas And anon he casteth a wey the 
bille of the wrong cause t holdeth stille the bille witA 
the right cause. And ferfore men comen fro fer con trees 
12 to haue juggement of doutable causes, And ofer jugge- 
ment vse fei non fere. Also the cliirche where seynt 
Thomas lyth is bothe gret t fair t aH fuH of grete 
SuMULACRks t fo ben grete ymages fat fei clepen here 
16 goddes, of the whiche the leste is als gret as .ij. men. 
And amonges feise ofere fere is a gret ymage more fan 
ony of the ofere fat is aH couered with fyn gold t 
preeiows stones t riche perles And fat ydole is the god 
20 of false cristene fat hau reneyed hire feyth And it sytteth 
in a clmyere of gold fuH nobely arrayed t he hath aboute 
his necke large gyrdles wrought of gold t precious stones 
t perles; t this cliirche is fuH richely wrought t aH ouer 
24 gylt witAjnne. And to fat ydole gon men on pilgrimage 
als comounly t with als gret deuoctoun as cristene men 
gon to seynt lames or ofer holy pilgrimages. And many 
folk fat comen fro fer londes to seche fat ydole, for the 
28 gret deuocyoun fat fei han, fei loken nouere vpward 
but euermore down to the erthe, for drede to see ony tiling 
aboute hem fat scholdo lette hem of here deuocioun. And 
summe fer ben fat gon on pilgrimage to this ydole fat 
32 beren knyfes in hire liondes fat ben made fuH kene t 
scharpe t aH weyes as fei gon fei srayten hem self in 
here armes t in here legges 2 t in here thyes wit A many 
hidouse wowndes t so fei sclieden here blood for loue 
36 of fat ydole And fei seyn fat he is blessed t holy 
fat dyeth so for loue of his god. And ofere fere bon 
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[l fol.72 b] 
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Children 

sacrificed. 


Kneeling 
at every 
third step. 


The pond 
containing 
valuables 
for keeping 
the minster 
in repair. 


The Jugger* 
naut car. 


L 1 fol. 73 b] 


fat leden hire children for to sle to make sacrifice to fat 
ydole t after fei han slayn hem fei spryngen the blood 
vpon the ydole. And summe fer ben fat comen fro ferr 
t in goynge toward this ydole at euery thrydde pas fat 4 
fei gon fro here hows, fei knelen t so contynuen till 
fei come thider. And whan fei comen fere fei taken 
ensence t ofer aromatyk thinges of noble smell and 
sensen the ydole as we wolde don here goddes preciouse 8 
body. And so comen folk to worschipo this ydole sum 
from an hundred myle t summe fro many mo. And 
before the mynstre of this ydole is a vyuere in mauer 
of a gret lake full of water And fere in pilgrymes casten 12 
gold t syluer, perles t precious stones witAouten noiubre 
in stede of offrynges And wlian the mynystres of fat 
chirche neden to maken ony roparactoun of the chirche 
or of ony of the ydoles, fei taken gold t siluer, perles 16 
or precious stones out of the vyuere, to quyten the 
costages of such fing as fei maken or reparen; so fat 
no thing is fawty, but anon it schaH ben amended. And 
^ee 8chuli vnderstonde fat whan [ben] (*) grete festes t 20 
solempnytees of fat ydole, as the dedicactoun of the 
chirche t the thronynge of the ydole all the contree 
aboute meten fere to gidere. And fei setten this ydole 
vpon a chare with gret reuerence, wel arrayed with 24 
clothes of gold, of riche clothes of Tartarye, of Camacaa 
t ofer precyous clothes, t fei leden him aboute the cytee 
with gret solemphiytee. And before the chare gon first 
in processioun uH the maydenes of the contree .ij. t .ij. 28 
togydere full ordynatly, And after the maydenes gon 
the pilgrymes And summe of hem fallen doun vnder 
the wlieles of the chare t lat the chare gon ouer hem, 
so fat fei ben dede anon. And summe han here armes 32 
or here lymes all tobroken t somme the sydes, t all 
this don fei for lone of hire god in grot devoctoun. 
And hem thinketh fat the more peyne i the more 
tribalacioun fat fei suffren for loue of here god, the 36 
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more ioye pei schuH haue in another world And schortly 
to seye 3011 , ]>ei suffrew so grete peynes t so harde 
martyrdomes for loue of here ydole pat a cristene man 
4 I trowe durst not taken vpon him the tenthe part the 
peyne for loue of oure lord Ihesu crist. And after I seye 
30U before the chare gon all the mynstrelles of the contrey 
wit^outen nombre with dyuerse instruments t pei maken 
8 aH the melodye pat pei cone. And whan )>ei han gon 
all aboute the cytee panne )>ei returnen a 3 en to the 
mynstre t putten the ydole a 3 en into his place And 
panne for the loue t in worschipe of pat ydole and for 
12 the reuerence of the feste J>ei slen hem self a .cc. or 
.ccc. persones with scharpe knyfes, of the whiche J>ei 
bryngen the bodyes before the ydole t pan pei seyn pat 
po ben seyntes because pat pei slowen hem self of here 
16 owne gode wille for loue of hero ydole. And as men 
here pat liaddo an holy seynt. of his kyn wolde thinke 
pat it were to hem an high worschipe, right so hem 
thinketh pere, And as men here deuoutly wolde writen 
20 holy seyntes lyfos t here myracles t sewen for here 
canonyzaciouns, right so don pei pere for hem pat sloen 
hemself wilfully for loue of here ydole i seyn pat pei 
ben 1 gloriouse martyres t seyntes t putten hem in here 
24 wrytynges t in here letanyes t avaunten hem gretly on 
to a nother of here holy kynnesmen pat so bccomen 
seyntes t seyn: I haue mo holy seyntes in my kynrede 
pan pou in pin. And the custome also pere is this, pat 
28 whan pei pat han such deuociouw t ontent for to sle 
himself for loue of his god, pei sonden for aH here 
frendes \ han gret plentee of mynstreH t pei gon before 
the ydole ledynge him pat wil sle himself for such 
32 deuocioun betwene hem with gret reuerence. And he 
aH naked hath a ful scharp knyf in his hond t he 
cutteth a gret pece of his flesch t casteth it in the face 
of his ydole seyenge his orysounes, recommendynge him 
36 to his god. And pan he sinyteth himself t maketh grete 
woundes t depe here t pere tiH he falle douw ded. And 
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The dead 



the god. 


The ashes 
from its 
pyre kept 
as relics. 


fan his frendes presen ten his body to the ydole i fan fei 
seyn syngynge : holy god behold what thi trewe seruant 
hath don for fe, he hath forsaken his wif t his children 
t his ricchess t aH the godes of the world i his owne lyf 4 
for the loue of fe t to make fe sacrifise of his flesch t of 
his blode, wherfore holy god putte him among thi beste 
belouede seyntes in thi blisso of poradys, for he hath 
wel disserued it. And fan fei maken a gret fuyre t 8 
brennen the body t fanne euerych of his frendes taken 
a quality te of the assches t kepen hem in stede of 

relykes t seyn fat it is holy thing. And fei haue no 

drede of no perile while fei han fo holy asshes vpon 12 

hem, And putten his name in here letanyes as a seynt. 


ch. xxi. OF THE. EUYLL CUSTOMS YSED IN THE YLE 
OF LAMARY, t HOW THE ERTHE AND THE 
SEE BEN OF ROWND FORME AND SCHAFF, 
BE PREF OF THE STERRE THAT IS CLEFT 
ANTARTYK, f)AT IS FIX IN THE SOUTH. 


t 


[fol. 74 6] 


The 

Adamites 
of Lamory. 


Community 
of wives. 


F RO fat contreo go men be tbe see Occean t be many' 
dyuerse yles t be many contrees fat were to longe 
for to tell of. And a .lij. iorneyes fro this lond fat I haue 16 
spoken of fere is another lond fat is full gret fat men 
clepen lamary. In fat lond is full gret hete t the custom 
fere is such fat men t wommen gon aH naked. And fei 
scornen whan thei seen ony strange folk goynge clothed 20 
And fei seyn fat god made Adam t Eue aH naked And 
fat noman scholde schame him to schewen him such as 
god made him, For no thing is foul fat is of kyndely 
nature. And fei seyn fat fei fat ben clothed ben folk of 24 
another world or fei ben folk fat trowen not in god. 
And fei seyn fat fei beleeuen in god fat formed the 
world t fat made Adam t Eue t aH ofer finges. -t fei 
wedden fere no wyfes, for aH the wommen fere ben 28 
comoun t fei forsake noman And fei seyn fei synnen $if . 
fei refusen ony man, And so god commanded to Adam 
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t Eue t to aH fat comen of him, whan he seyde : Crbsoite 

ET MULTIPLICAMINI ET REPLETE TfiERAM. And ferfore 

may noman in fat contree seyn: this is my wyf, ne no 
4 wominan may seye: this is myn husbonde. And whan 
)>ei han children )>ei may jeuen hem to what man J>ei 
wole fat hath companyed with hem. And also aH the 
lond is comoun, for aH fat a man holdeth o jeer another 
8 man hath it ano per jeer, And euery man taketh what 
port fat him lyketh. And also aH the god as of the lond 
ben comoun, conies t aH ofer finges, for nofing fere is 
kept in clos ne nofing fere is vndur lok t euery man fere 
12 taketh what he wole witAouten ony contradiccioun t als 
riche is o man fere as is another. *But in fat contree 
fere is a cursed custom, for fei eten more gladly mannes 
flesch fan ony ofer flesch And jit is fat contree habundant 
16 of flesch, of fissch, of comes, of gold t syluer t of aH 
ofer godes. Jjider gon marchawntes t bryngen with hem 
children to selle to hem of the contree t fei byjen hem Aud 
jif fei ben fatte fei eten hem anon, And jif fei ben lene fei 
20 feden hem tiH fei ben fatte t fanne fei eten hem. And 
fei seyn fat it is the best flesch t the swettest of aH the 
world. In fat lond ne in many othere bejonde fat noman 
may see the sterre transmontane fat is clept the sterre of 
24 the see, fat is vnmevable t fat is toward the north, fat 
wee clepen the lodesterre. But men seen an ofer sterre 
the contrarie to him, fat is toward the south, fat is clept 
Antartyk. And right as the schipmen taken here avys 
28 here t gouerne hem be the lodesterre, right so don 
schipmen bejonde fo parties be the sterre of the south, 
the whiclie sterre appereth not to vs. And this sterre fat 
is toward the north fat we clepen the lodesterre ne 
32 appereth not to hem. For whiclie cause men may wel 
parceyue fat the lond t the see ben of rownde schapp t 
forme, For the partie of the firmament scheweth in o 
contree fat scheweth not in another contree. And men 
36 may wel preuen be experience t sotyle compassement of 
wytt fat jif a man fond passages be schippes fat wolde go 
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In Bohemia 
and further 
to the 
North, I 
have seen 
the Polar 
•tar 62 
degrees 
high. 

[1 fol. 76 b] 


To the 
South, I 
have seen 
the Ant¬ 
arctic star 
83 degrees 
high. 


to serchew the world, men myglite go be schippe aft aboute 
the world t abouen t bene then, The whiclie thing 1 proue 
fus, after fat I haue seyn. For I haue ben toward the 
partes of Braban t beholden [in]( 1 ) the Astrolabre fat the 4 
sterre fat is clept the transmontayne is .liij. degrees high, 
And more forfere in Almayne t Bewme it hath .lviij. 
degrees, And more forth toward the 1 parties Septem- 
trioneles it is .lxij. degrees of heghte t certeyn mynutes, 8 
for I self haue mesured it be tlie Astrolabre. Now schuH 
3 e knowe fat a$en fat transmontayne is the tofer sterre 
fat is clept Antartyke as I haue seyd before. And fo 
.ij. sterres ne meeven neuere, And be hem turneth aft the 12 
firmament right as doth a wheel fat turneth be his axitt 
tree, So fat fo sterres beren the firmament in .ij. egaft 
parties, so fat it hath als mocliel abouen as it hath 
bonethen. After this I haue gon toward the parties 16 
meridionales, fat is toward the south And I haue founden 
fat in lybye men seen first the sterre Antartyk. And 
so fer I haue gon more forth in fo contrees fat I haue 
founde fat sterre more high, so fat toward the high lybye 20 
it is .xviij. degrees of heghte t certeyn mynutes, of the 
whiche .lx. mynutes maken a degree. After goynge be 
see t be londe toward this contree of fat I haue spoke 
t to ofer yles t londes be^onde fat contree I haue founden 24 
the sterre Antartyk of .xxxiij. degrees of heghte t mo 
mynutes. And }if I liadde had companye t schippynge 
for to go more be^onde I trowo wel in certeyn fat wee 
scholde haue com aft the roundness of the firmament aft 28 
aboute. For as I haue seyd 30 U beforn the half of the 
firmament is betwene fo .ij. sterres, The whiche halfondeft 
I haue seyn. And of the tofer halfondeft I haue seyn 
toward the north vnder the transmontane .lxij. degrees 32 
t .x. mynutes, And toward the partie Meridionahe I haue 
[ 8 eyn]( 2 ) vnder the antartyk .xxxiij. degrees.t .xvj. mynutes, 
And fawne the halfondeft of the firmament in aft ne 

XX XX 

holdeth not but .ix. degrees. And of fo .ix. I haue seen 36 
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.lxij. on pat o part t .xxxiij. on pat oper i>art pat ben .iiij. 
t .xv. degrees t nygh the halfondeH of a degree. And so 
pere ne fayleth but pat I haue seen all the firmament saf 

XX 

4 .iiij. t .iiij. degrees t pe halfondeH of a degree And pat is 
not the fourthe par tie of the firmament, For the .iiij. 

XX 

partie of the roundness of the firmament holt .iiij. t .x. 
degrees, So pere fayleth but .v. degrees t an half of the 
8 fourthe partie. And also I haue seen the .iij. parties 
of aH the roundeness of the firmament t more }it .v. 
degrees t an half, Be the whiclie I seye 3011 certeynly, pat 
men may envirowne aH the erthe of aH pe world as wel 
12 vnder as abouen t turnen a 3 en to his contre pat liadde 
companye t schippynge t conduyt. And aHweys I 10 
scholde fynde men londes t yles as wel as in this contree, 
For 3 ee wyten weH pat pei pat ben toward the antartyk 
16 pei ben streght feet a 3 en feet of hew pat dwellen vnder 
the transmontane also wel as wee t pei pat dwellyn 
vnder vs ben feet n 3 enst feet. For aH the parties of 
see i of loud han here appositees habitables or Irepass- 
20 ables t [yles]( 1 ) of pis half i be 3 ondhalf. And wyteth 
wel pat after pat pat I may parcoyue t comprehende the 
londes of Prestre Iohn Emperour of Ynde ben vnder 
vs. For in goynge from Scotlond or from Englond toward 
24 Iernsalem men gon vpward always, For oure lond is in the 
lowe partie of the erthe toward the west And the lond of 
Prestre Iohn is the lowe partie of the erthe toward 
the Est and han there the day whan wee haue the nyght; 
28 And also high to the contrarie pei han the nyght whan 
wee han the day. For the erthe t the see ben of round 
forme and schapp as I bauo seyd beforn And pat pat men 
gon vpward 2 to o cost, men gon dounward to another 
32 cost. Also 3 ee haue herd me seye pat Ieri/s^lem is in 
the myddes of the world t pat may men preuen t schewen 
pere be a spere pat is light into the erthe vpon the hour of 
mydday whan it is Equenox/i'M, pat scheweth no schadwe 
36 on no syde. And pat it scholde ben in the myddes of 

O >ei, MS. 
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[1 foL 77 a] 


The people 
of our 
Antipodes 
need not 
fall into 
the sky 
any more 
than we do. 


the world Pauid wytnesseth it in the psauter where he 
seyth: Dkub opaaatc/s est baldtem in medio terre. 
Jjanne )>ei fat porten fro fo parties of the west for to 
go toward Iebusalem, als many iomeyes as fei gon 4 
vpward for to go thider, in als many iourneyes may fei 
gon fro Iebdsalem vnto ofer confynyes of the super- 
ficialtee of the erthe bejonde. And whan men gon 
bejonde fo iourneys toward ynde -t to the foreyn yles, 8 
aH is envyronynge the roundnesse of the erthe t of tho 
see vnder oure contrees on this half. And ferfore hath it 
befallen many tymes of o fing fat I haue herd cowuted 
whan I was jong, how a worthi man departed somtyme 12 
from oure contrees for to go serche the world, And so 
he passed ynde t the yles be^onde ynde where ben mo 

fan .v. M. yles. And so longe he wente be see t lond 
t so enviround the world be many seisons, fat he fond 16 
an yle where he herde speke his owne langage, callynge 
on oxen in the plowgh suche wordes as men speken to 
bestes in his owne contree, Where of he hadde gret 
meruayle, for he knew not how it myghte be. But 1 20 
seye fat he had gon so longe be londe t be see, fat he 
had envyround aH the erthe, fat he was comen a 3 en 
envirounynge fat is to seye goynge aboute vnto his owne 
marches, t $if he woldo haue passed forth, (*) he had 24 
founden his contre 1 and his owne knouleche. But he 
turned a$en from fens fro whens he was come fro t so 
he loste moclie peynefuH labour, as himself seyde a gret 
while after fat he was comen horn. For it befeH after 28 
fat he wente in to Norweye and fere tempest of the see 
toke him and he arryued in an yle And whan he was in 
fat yle he knew wel fat it was the yle where he had 
herd speke his owne langage before, t the callynge of 32 
oxen at the plowgh, t fat was possible finge. But how 
it semeth to symple men vnlemed fat men ne mowe not 
go vnder the erthe t also fat men scholde falle toward 
the heuene from vnder. But fat may not be vpon less 3(J 
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fan wee mowe falle toward heuene fro the erthe where 
wee ben. For fro what partie of the erthe fat man dueH 
oufer abouen or benethen it semeth alweys to hem fat 
4 duellen fat fei gon more right fan ony ofer folk And 
right as it semeth to vs fat fei ben vnder vs. right so it E»ch nntion 

33 ° imagines 

selneth hem fat wee ben vnder hem. For $if a man 

myghte falle fro the erthe vnto the firmament, be grettere JS^heriito 
8 resoun the erthe t the see fat bon so grete t so houy 
scholde fallen to the firmament, but fat may not be And 
ferfore seith oure lord god : Non timeas me qui suspendi 
tkrham ex nichilo. And aH be it tat it be possible The 

* v difficulty 

12 fing fat men may so envyroune aH the world, natheles 

of a .M. persones on ne myghte not happen to returnen Sndonl^ 
in to his contree. For, for the gretness of the erthe way back ' 

i i 

t of the see men may go be a ,M. and a .M. other 
16 weyes, fat noman cowde redye him perfitely toward the 
parties fat he cam fro, but $if it were be aventure t 
lmpp or be the grace of god. For the erthe 1 is fuH p foi. 77 6] 
large t fuH gret t holt in round ness t aboute envyroun The earth’s 

00 t J circuinfer- 

20 be abouen t be benethen .xx. M.CCCC. t .xxv. myles, ^mmiies 
after the opynyoun of olde wise astronomeres. And 
here seyenges l repreue nought, But after my lytyH wytt 
it semeth me, sauynge here reuerence, fat it is more. And 
24 for to haue better vndirstondynge I seye fus: Be fer 
ymagyned a figure fat hath a gret compas t aboute the 


poynt of the gret compas fat is clept the centre be made 
another litiH compas. )jan after be the gret compas The celestial 

and terres- 

28 devised be lynes in manye parties And bat aft the lynes trial circles 

^ are divided 

ineeten at the centre, so fat in as many parties as the intqseo 


grete compas schal be departed, in als manye schaH be 
departed the litiH fat is aboute the centre, aH be it 


32 fat the spaces ben lesse. Now fanne, be the gret compas 
represented for the firmament And the litiH compas 
represented for the erthe. Now fanne, the firmament is 
deuysed be Astronomeres in .xij. signes and ewery signe 
36 is deuysed in .xxx. degrees, fat is .CCC. t .lx. degrees 
fat the firmament hath a bouen. Also be the erthe 
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[CH. XXI. THE EARTH IS A SPHERE.] 


One terres¬ 
trial degree 
is 600 
furlongs. 


The ronnd- 
ness of the 
earth is 
31,600 
miles. 


The lands 
of the 
extreme 
West lie 
outside the 
climates. 

p fol. 78 a] 


deuysed iii als many parties as the firmament t lat euery 
partye answere to a decree of the firmament. And 
wyteth it wel pat after the Auctoures of Astronomye 
.DC. furlonges of erthe answeren to a degree of the 4 

XX 

firmament And po ben .iiij. .vij. Mit. t .iiij. furlonges., 
Now be pat liere mnltiplyed be .CCC. sithes t .lx. t pan 
pei ben .xxxj. Mb t .DC. myles, euery of .viij. furlonges, 
after myles of oure contree. So moche hath the ertlio in 8 
roundness t of heghte enviroun after myn opynyoun t 
myn vndirstondynge. And $ee schuft vndirstonde fat after 
the opynyoun of oldo wise 1 Philosophres t Astronomeres 
oure contree ne Irelond ne Wales ne Scotlondne Norweye 12 
ne the oper yles costynge to hem ne ben not in the 
superficyalte cownted abouen the erthe, as it schcwep 
be all the bokes of Astronomye. For the superficial tee 
of the erthe is departed in .vij. parties for the .vij. 16 
planetos And J>o parties ben clept clymates. And oure 
parties be not of the .vij. clymates, for pei ben de- 
scendynge toward the west betwene high toward the 
roundness of the world, t fere ben the yles of ynde, 20 
And pei ben a^enst vs pat ben in the lowe contree, 
t the .vij. clymates streechen hem envirounynge the 
world. 


Ch. XXII. 


The people 
of Cinnabar 
are tattooed. 


OF THE PALAYS OF THE KYNG OF THE YLE 
OF IAUA ; OF THE TREES pA T BEREN MELE, 
HONY, WYN t VENYM, t OF OTHER# 
MERUAYLLES t CUSTOMS VSED IN THE 
YLES MARCHINGE ))ERE ABOUTEN. 

B ESYDE pat yle pat I haue spoken of pere is another 24 
yle pat is clept Sumobor pat is a gret yle t the 
kyng pereof is right myghty. The folk of pat yle maken 
hem alweys to ben marked in the visage with an hote 
yren bothe men and wommen for gret nobless, for to ben 28 
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knowen from oper folk, for Jioi holden hemself most noble 
i most worthi of aH the world. And J>ei han werre 
aHweys with the folk pat gon aH naked. And faste besyde 
4 is another yle pat is clept Bktemga pat is a gode yle t a 
plcntyfows. And many oper yles ben pere aboute where 
pere ben many of dyuerse folk of the whiclie it were to 
longe to spoke of aH. But fast besyde pat yle lor to passe 
8 be see is a gret yle t a gret contree pat men clepen Iaua 

t it is nygh .ij. M. myle in circuyt. And the kyng of pat 
contree is a fuH gret lord t a riche t a myghty And 
hath vnder him .vij. o per kynges of .vij. oper yles abouten 
12 hym. 1 This yle is fuH wel enhabyted t fuH wel manned, 
pere giowen aH maner of spicerie more plcntyfouslich 
pan in ony o per contree, As of gyngeuere, clowegylofres, 
caneH, zedewaH, notemuges t maces. And wyteth wel 
16 pat the notemuge bereth the maces, For right as the note 
of the haseH hath an husk wtt^outen, pat the note is 
closed in til it be ripe t after falleth out, right so it is of 
the notemuge t of the maces. Manye oper spices t many 
20 o per godes growen in J>at yle, For of aH ping is pere 
plentee saf only of wyn. But pere is gold t siluer gret 
plentee. And the kyng of pat contrc hath a paleys fuH 
noble t fuH merueylions t more riche pan ony in the 
24 world, For aH the degrez to gon vp in to halles t charnbres 
ben on of gold, anoper of syluer. And also the paumentes 
of halles t charnbres ben aH square on of gold t anoper of 
syluer t alle the walles witAinne ben couered with gold 
28 t syluer in fyn [dates. And in po plates ben stories t 
batayles of knyghtes enleved t the crounes t the cercles 
abouten here hcdes bon made of preeiows stones t riche 
perles t grete. And the halles t the charnbres of the 
32 palays ben aH couered witAinne with gold t syluer, so 
pat noman wolde trowe the richess of pat palays but he * 
had seen it. And witeth wel pat the kyng of pat yle is 
so myghty pat he hath many tymes ouercomcn the grete 
36 Cane of Cathay in bataylle, pat is the most gret 
Enq>erour pat is vnder the firmament ouper be^onde the 


Java is 
powerful, 


0 fol. 78 6] 

And rich 
in spices. 


Mace is the 
husk of 
nutmeg. 


The steps 
and floors of 
the king's 
palace are 
gold and 
silver. 


Figures 
embossed 
on the walls, 


Wars 

between the 
king of 
Java and 
the Great 
Chan. 
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t> fol. 79 a] 


Patlien, 
where flour, 
honey, and 
poison grow 
on trees. 


Homeo¬ 

pathy. 


Attempt of 
the Jews to 
poison 
Christ¬ 
endom. 


A gum 
oozes from 
holes in the 
barks, and 
is ground 
Into flour. 


[2 fol. 79 b] 

Honey, 
poison and 
wine exude 
in the s ime 
way. 


Long canes. 


see or on this half. For pei han had of ten ty me werre 
betwene hew, because pat the grete Cane wolde constrey- 
1 new him to holden his loud of him, but pat other at all 
tymes defendeth hiw wel ajenst him. After pat yle in 4 
goynge be see men fynden another yle gode t gret pat 
mew clepen Pathhn, pat is a gret kyngdom fuH of faire 
cytees t fuH of townes. In pat lond growen trees pat 
beren mele wherof men maken gode bred t white t of 8 
gode sauour And it semeth as it were of whete, but it is 
not allynges of such sauour. And pere ben o per trees 
pat beren hony gode t swete And o per trees pat beren 
venym a^enst the wliiche pere is no medicyne but [on] 12 
And pat is to taken heie propre leves t stampe hew t 
tewpere hiw with water t pandrynke it And eH he schall 
dye, for triacle wil not avaylle ne non o per medicyne. 

Of this venym the Iewes had let sechen of on of here 16 
frendes for to enpoysone aH cristiantee as I haue herd 
hew seye in here confessioun before here dyenge. But 
thanked be aH myghty god pei fayleden of hire purpos 
but aHweys pei maken gret mortalitee of poeple. And 20 
o per trees per ben also pat beren wyn of noble sentement. 
And $if $ou lyke to here how the mele cometh out of the 
trees I scliaH seye 30 U. Men hewen the trees with an 
hachet aH aboute the fote of the tree tiH pat the bark 24 
be perced in many parties t pan cometh out peroi a 
thikke lykour, the whiche pei resceyue?* in vesselles t 
dryen it at the liete of the so»ne. And pan pei ha?i it to 
a mylle to gryude And it 2 becometh faire mele t white. 28 
And the hony t the wyn t the venym ben drawen out of 
oper trees in the same manerc t put in vesselles for to 
kepe. In pat yle is a ded see pat is a lake pat hath no 
ground And }if ony thing falle in to pat lake it scliaH 32 
'neuere comen vp a^en. In pat lake growen reedes pat ben 

ti 

Cannes pat pei clepen Thaby pat ben .xxx. fadme long 
And of peise Cannes men maken faire houses. And per 
ben oper canes pat ben not so longe pat growen nere the 36 
lond t ban so longe rotes j at duren wel a .iiij. quarteres of 
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a furlong ore more. And at the knotted of po rotes men 
fynden precious stones pot lian gret vertues And he pot 
bereth ony of hew vpon hiw, yren ne steel ne may not 
4 hurt hiw ne drawe no blod vpon hiw And )>erfore pei )>ot 
ban po stones vpon hew tighten full hardyly botho on see t 
lond For men may not harmen [hem] on no portye. And 
perfore J>ei pot knowen the manere t schutt fighte wttA 
8 hew J>ei schoten to hew arwes t quarelles witAouten yren 
or steel t so pei hurten hew t sleen hew. And also of 
po Cannes pei maken houses and schippes t oper thinges 
as wee han here makynge houses and schippes of oke or of 
12 ony oper trees. And deme noman pat I seye it hut for a 
truffutt, for I haue seen of po Cannes with myn owne 
ey^en fuH many tymes lyggynge vpon the Ryuere of pot 

ti 

lake, of the wliiche .xx. of oure felowes ne myghten not 
16 liften vp ne heren on to the erthe. After this x yle men 
gon be see to anoper yle pot is clept Calonak t it is a 
fair lond t a plentifous of godes. And the kyng of pot 
pontrey hath als many wyfes a§ he wole For he makth 
20 serche all the contree to geten hiw the fairest inaydens 
pot may ben founde t maketh hew to ben brought before 
hiw And he tnketh on o nyght t anoper a noper nyght t 

so forth contynuelly sewyng, so pot he hath a .M. wyfes 
24 or mo. And he liggeth neuer but o nyght with on of 
hew t anoper nyght with a noper, but $if pot on happene 
to ben more lusty to his plesance pan another. And 
perfore the kyng geteth fuH many children, suwtyme an 
28 .C. suwtyme an .CC. t suwtyme mo. And ho hath also 
iuto a .xiiij. Mil Olifauntz or mo, pat he maketh for to 
ben brought vp amonges his vileynes be aH his townes. 
For in cas pat he had ony werre ajenst ony oper kyng 
32 aboute hiw panne [he] maketh certeyn men of armes for 
to gon vp in to the castelles of tree made for the werre 
pot craftylly ben sett vpon the Olifantes bakkes, for to 
fyghtcn a^en hire enemyes, t so don oper kynges pe?‘e 
36 aboute. For the inauer of werre is not pere as it is here 

1. 31, pat repeated, C. 


Precious 
stones found 
on the roots 
of canes. 

Neither iron 
nor steel 
can hurt 
those that 
wear them. 


I hare seen 
giant canes 
with my 
own eyes. 


V fol. 80 a] 


The king «*f 
Calonak has 
more than 
a thousand 
wives. 


Ho has os 
many as two 
hundred 
children, 
and 14,000 
tame 

elephants. 


Castles put 
on elephants 
in war time. 
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Each species 
of fish comes 
to laud 
once & year. 

[i fol. 80 6] 


They stay 
three days, 
till every 
man hns 
plenty. 


Each species 
of fish does 
the same for 
three days. 


The natives 
believe that 
the fishes 
honour their 
kin* for re¬ 
producing 
his kind. 


[2 ful. 81 a] 

This miracle 
is against 
nature. 


or in oper contrees, ne the ordynancc of werre nouper. 
And men elepen the Olifantes warkes. And in pat yle 
pere is a gret meruayle more to speke of pan in ony oper 
partio of the world: For all manere of fissclies pat ben 4 
pere in the see abouten hem comen ones in the $eer eche 
1 manere of dyuerse fissches, on maner of kymle after other, 
t ]>ei casten hem self to the see banke of }>at yle, so gret 
plenlee t multitude pat noman may vnnethe see but fissch 8 
t per e pei abyden .iij. daycs and euery man of the contree 
taketh of hem als many as him lyketh, And after pat 
maner of fissch after the thriddo da} r deporteth \ goth 
into the see. And after hem comen another multitude of 12 
fyssch of nnoper kynde t don in the same maner as the 
firste diden o per .iij. dayes. And after hem anoper till 
aH the dyuerse maner of fisshes han ben pere t pat men 
han taken of hem pat hem lyketh. And noman knoweth 16 
the cause wherfore it may hen, But pei of the contree 
seyu pat it is for to do reuerenco to here kyng pat is 
the most worthi kyng pat is in the world as pei seyn, be 
cause pat he fulfilleth the commandement pat god bad to 20 
Adam t Eue whan god seydc : Crescite kt mi/ltipli- 
camini kt replete TEfiRAM. And for because pat he 
multiplieth so the world with children perfore god sendcth 
him so the fissches of dyuerse kyndes of aH pat ben in 24 
the see, to taken at his wille for him t all his peple. 
And perfore aH pe fissches of the see comen to makcn him 
homage as the most noble t excellent kyng of the world 
t pat is best beloued wit A god als pei seyn. I knowe not 28 
the resoun whi it is but god knoweth. But this me 
semeth 2 is the moste merueyllc pat euere I saugh, For 
this mervaylle is a^enst kynde t not wttA kynde, pat the 
fisshes pat han fredora to enviroun aH the costes of the 32 
see at here ownc list comen of hire owne wiH to profren 
hem to the doth witAouten constreynynge of man. And 
perfore I am syker pat this may not bon witAouten a gret 
tokene. pere ben also in pat contree a kynde of Snayles 36 
pat ben so grete pat many persones may loggen hem in 
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hire schelles, as mew wolde don in a lityft lious, And 
oper snayles pere ben pat ben fuH grete, but not so huge 
as the oper. And of peise snayles t of gret white 
1 wormes pat han blake hedes pat ben als grete as a fnanne3 
thigh i somme lesse as grete wormes pat men fynden pern 
in wodes mew maken Yyauude Riaft for the kyng t for 
oper grete lordos. And $if a maw pat is maryed dye in 
8 pat contree, mew buryen his wif with him aH quyk, For 
men seyn pero pat it is resoun pat sohe make him com- 
panye in pat oper world as sche did in this. From pat 
contree men gon be the see occean be an yle pat is clept 
12 Caffolos. Men of pat contree whan here frendes ben 
seke }>ei hangen hem vpon trees t seyn pat it is better )>ot 
briddes pat ben Angeles of god eten hem pan the foule 
wormes of the erthe. From pat yle men gon to another 
16 yle where the folk ben of fuH cursed kynde for pci norys- 
schen 1 grete dogges t techen hem to strangle here freudes 
whan pei ben syke, for pei wil nought pat pei dyon of 
kyndely deth, for pei seyn pat pei scholde suffren to 
20 gret peyne $if pei abyden to dyen be hemself as nature 
wolde. t whan pei ben pus enstrangled pei eten here 
flesch in stede of venysoun. Afterward mew gon be 
many yles be see vnto an yle pat mew clepen Milks t 
24 pere is a fuH cursed peple for pei delytew in nothing more 
paw for to lighten and to sle men And pei drynken 
gladlyest manues blood the whiche pei clepen Dieu, And 
the mo men pat a man may slee, the more worschipe he 
28 hath amonges hem. And $if .ij. persones ben at debate 
t perauenture ben accorded be here frendes or be sum of 
here alliance, it behoueth pat euery of hem pat schuH 
ben accorded drynke of operes blood, And ell the accord 
32 ne the alliance is noght worth ne it schaH not be no 
repref to him to breke the alliance t the acord, but 
pf euery of hem drynke of operes blood, t from pat 
yle men gon be see from yle to yle vnto an yle pat is 
36 clept Tracoda, where the folk of pat contree ben as 
bestes t vnresonable t duellen in caves pat pei maken 

MANDEVlLLE. 


The shells 
of snails are 
large enough 
to hold 
several 
people. 

Large while 
worms 
supply meat 
for a king. 


Willows are 
buried alive 
with their 
dead 

husbands. 


In Caffo, the 
sick are 
hanged, as 
food for 
birds, who 
are angels 
from 
heaven. 


Elsewhere, 
tygs are 
trained to 
strangle the 
sick, to save 
them from 
pain. 

[i fol. 81 b] 


In Milke, 
human 
blood is 
drunk. 


Treaties are 
sanctified 
by the 
drinking 
of blood. 


In Tracoda 
are cave- 
dwellers, 
who hiss 
like snakes. 
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[l fol. 82 a] 


The precious 
Btone Trsco- 
doun has 
40 colours. 


In Nacu- 
mera live 
the Cyuo- 
cephali. 


They 
worship 
an ox. 


Their loin¬ 
cloths 
and 

weapons. 


How their 
king tells 
his beads. 

[2 fol. 82 6] 


The royal 
ruby a foot 
long. 


in the erthe for fei haue no wytt to maken hew houses. 
And whan fei seen ony men passynge forgh here contrees 
]>ei hyden liew in here caves. And J>ei eten flessch of 
serpentes t fei eten hut litiH t fei speken nought 1 hut 4 
fei liissen as serpentes don And fei sette no prys he 
non aveer ne ricchess, but only of a precyous ston fat is 
amonges hew fat is of .lx. coloures ; And for the name of 
the yle fei clepen it Tracodoun. And fei louen more fat 8 
ston fan ony thing ell And jit thei knowe not the vertue 
feroof hut fei coueyten it t louen it only for the beautee. 
After fat yle men gon be the see occean be many yles 
vpto an y'le fat is clept Nacumera fat is a gret yle t 12 

good t fayr. And it is in kompas ahoute more fan a .M. 
myle t all the men t wowmen of fat yle han houndes 
hedes and fei hen clept Canopholos t fei ben fuH 
resonable t of gode vnderstondynge, saf fat fei wor- 16 
schipen an ox for here god. And also euerych of hew 
bereth an ox of gold or of syluer in his forhed in tokene 
fat fei louen wel here god. And fei gon alt naked 
saf a lityH clout fat fei coueren with here knees t hire 20 
membre8. )Jei ben grete folk t wel fyghtynge t fei han 
a gret targe fat couereth alt the body t a spere in here 
hond to tighte witA And jif fei taken ony man in 
bataylle anon fei eten hiw. The kyng of fat yle is full 24 
riche t full myghty t right deuout after his lawe And 
he hath abouten his nekke .ccc. perles oiyent gode l 
grete t knotted as Pater nostres here of Amber. 2 And 
in maner as wee seyn oure Pater nostre t oure Aue 28 
maria, cowntynge the Pater nostres, right so this kyng 
seyth euery day deuoutly .ccc. preyeres to his god or fat 
he ete. And he bereth also aboute his nekke a Kubye 
oryent noble t fyn fat is a fote of lengthe t fyve fyngres 32 
large. And whan fei chesen here kyng fei taken him 
fat rubye to beren in his hond And so fei leden him 
rydynge aH abouten the cytee And fro fens fromward 
fei ben all obeyssant to hiw. And fat rubye he schaH 36 
here aHwe-y aboute his nekke, For jif he hadde not fat 
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rubye vpon him men wolde not liolden him for kyng. 
• The grete Cane of Cathay hath gretly coueyted pat 
rubye but lie myghte neuer han it for werre ne for no 
4 maner of godes. This kyng is so rightful! t of equytee 
in his doomes pat men may go sykerlych |>orghout aH his 

contree t here w»tA him what him list, pat noman schaH 

# 

ben hardy to robben him, And 3 if he were, the kyng 
8 wolde iustifyefn] anon. Fro this lond men gon to anoper 
yle pat is clept Silha t it is well a .Dccc. myles aboute. 
In pat lond is full mocheH wast, for it is full of serpentes 
of dragouns t of Cokadrilles pat noman dar duelle 
12 pere. Jjeise Cocodrilles ben serpentes 3 alowe t rayed 
abouen t han .iiij. feet t schortc thyes t grete nayles as 
clees or talouns. 1 And pere ben somme pat ban .v. fadmo 
in lengthe t summe of .vj. 1 of . viij. t of .x. And 
16 whan pei gon bo places pat ben grauelly, it someth as 
pough men hadde drawen a gret tree porgh the grauelly 
place. And pere ben also many wylde bestes t namelych 
of OlVfauntes. In pat yle is a gret mountayne t in 
20 mydd place of the mount is a gret lake in a full faire 
pleyn) t pere is gret plentoo of water. And pei of the 
contree seyn pat Adam t Eue wepten vpon pat mount 
an .c. 3 eer whan pei weren dryuen out of paradys And 
24 pat water pei seyn is of here teres, For so rnoche water 
pei wepten pat made the forseyd lake. And in the botine 
of pat lake men fynden many precious stones t grete 
perles. In pat lake growen many reedes t grete Cannes 
28 And pere witAjnne ben many Cocodrilles t serpen tee t 
grete waterleches. And the kyng of pat contree ones 
euery 3 eer 3 eueth leve to pore men to gon in to the lake 
to gadre hem precyows stones t perles be weye of almess 
32 fpr the loue of god pat made Adam. And aH the 3 eer 
men fynde ynowe. And for the vermyn pat is witAjnne 
pei anoynte here armes t here thyes t leggos wit A an 
oynement made of a ping pat is clept Lymons pat is a 
36 manere of fruyt lych smale pesen, And panne haue pei 

1. 8, iustifyed, C. 


Roblwry 

unknown 

there. 


Silha or 
Ceylon. 


The 

crocodiles. 


I 1 fol. 83 a] 


The lake 
filled with 
Adam and 
Eve's tears. 


Precious 
stones at its 
bottom. 


The poor 
gather tho 
stones. 

They anoint 
their bodies 
against 
venomous 
beasts. 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 



132 [CH. XXII. STRANGE SPICES, STONES AND PEOPLE.] 


[i fol. 83 6] 


Those beasts 
attack no 
strangers. 


Two-headed 
geese and 
white lions. 


The sea 
hangs from 
the clouds. 


Ch. XXIII. 


In Dondyn 
one relative 
eats another. 


[2 fol. 84 a] 

The idols 
are con¬ 
sulted about 
diseases. 


no drede of no Cocodrilles ne of non oper venymous 
vermyn. This water 1 renneth flowynge t ebbynge be a 
syde of the mountayne t in pot ryuer men fynden 
precions stones t perles gret plentee. And men of pot 
yle seyii comounly pat the serpentes t the wilde bestes 
of pot contree ne Avil not don non harm ne touchen AvitA 
enytt no strange man pot eutreth in to pot contree, but 
only to men pot ben born of the same contree. In pot 
contree t opere pere abouten pere ben wylde gees pot han 


8 


.ij. hedes And pere ben lyouns aH: white t als grete as 
oxen t many othere dyuerse bestes t foules also pot be 
not seyn amonges vs. And Aviteth wel pot in pot contree 12 
t in oper yles pere abouten the see is so high pot it 
someth as pough it henge at the cloAvdes t pot it wolde 
coueren aH the world; And pot is gret meruaylle pot it 
myghte be so, saf only the witt of god, pot the eyr sus- 16 
teyneth it. And perfore seyth Dottid in the psautere: 

MlRAB/LES ELAC/ONES MARIS. 


HOW MEN KNOWEN BE THE YDOLE, *IF THE 
SIKE SCHALL DYE OR NO N; OF FOLK OF 
DYUERSE SCHAP AND MtfflUEYLOUSLY DIS¬ 
FIGURED, AND OF THE MONK ES JxAT 3EUEN 
HIR E RELEEF TO BABEWYNES, APES t MAR- 
MESETTES t TO 0 ])ER BEST&S. 


F ROM pot yle in goynge be see toward the south is 

anoper gret yle pot is clept Dondun. In pot yle 20 
ben folk of dyuerse kyndes so pot the fader eteth the 
sone, the sone the fader, the husbonde the Avif t the Avif 
the husbonde. And yd it so befalle pot the fader or 
moder 2 or ony of here frendes ben seke anon the sone 24 
goth to the prest of here lawe t preyeth him to aske the 

ydole $if his fader or moder or frend schaH dye on pot 

+ 

euyH or non. And pan the prest t the sone gon togydere 
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The funeral 
feast. 


before the ydole t knelen futt deuoutly t asken of the 
ydole here demande. And $if the deuyft pat is witAinne 
answere _pat he schaft lyue J>ei kepen him we], And 3 if 
4 he seye pat lie schaii dye pan the prest goth with the 
sone witA the wif of him pat is seek t |?ei putten here 
hondes vpon his mouth t stoppen liis breth t so pei sleen 
him. And after pat J?ei choppen aft the body in smale 
8 peces t preyen aft his frendes to comen t eten of him 
pot is ded t jjei senden for aft the mynstraft of the 
contreo t maken a solempne feste. And whan )>ei han 
eten the flesch pei takon the bones t buryen hem t' 

12 syngen t maken gret melodye. And alle po pat ben of 
his kyn or pretenden hem to ben his frendes, t )>ei come 
not to pat feste J>ei ben repreuod for euere more t schemed 
t maken gret doel, for neuere after schuft pei ben holden 
16 as frendes. And pei seyn also pat men eten here flesch 

for to delyueren hem out of peyne, For $if the wormes of The huumn 

, . body should 

the crtne eten hem the soule scholde suftre gret peyne as not feed 

worms. 

pei seyn t namely whan the flesch is tendre t megre 
20 1 panne seyn here frendes pat J>ei don gret synne to leten [*foi. 846 ] 
hem haue so long langure to suffre so moche peyne 
wit^oute resoun. And whan J>ei fynde the flessch fatte 
fan J>ei seyn pat it is wel don to senden hem sone to 
24 paradys t pat pei haue not suffred him to longe t[o] endure 
in peyne. The kyng of this yle is a ful gret lord t a 
myghty t hath vnder him .liiij. grete yles pat ^eUen 
tribute to him. And in euerych of theise yles is a kyng 
28 crowned -t aft ben obeyssant to pat kyng And he hath in 
po yles many dyuerse folk. In on of peise yles ben folk 
of gret stature as geanntes t pei ben hidouse for to loke 
vpon t pei han but on eye t pat is in the myddyft of the 
32 front t pei eten no ping but raw flesch -t raw fyssch. 

And in anoper yle toward the south duellen folk of foul 
stature t of cursed kynde, pat ban non hedes t here eyen 
ben in here scholdres And here mouth is croked as an 
36 hors schoo t pat is in the myddes of here brest. And in 

1. 24, te, C. 


One-eyed 

giants. 


Headless 
men with 
crooked 
mouths ; 
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others with 
mouths 
behind their 
backs. 

Noseless 

men. 


p fol. 85 o] 

Faces 
covered by 
tiie upper 
lip. 


Dwarfs 
that suck 
in food 
through 
pipes. 


Ears hang, 
ing down 
to the 
knees. 

Horse. 

footed 

jieopie. 


Quadruped 

j>eople. 


HermnpJ.ro- 

dites. 


[2 fol. 85 b] 


People that 
move on 
their 
knees. 


anofer yle also ben folk fat ban non hedes t here eyen 
t here mouth ben behynde in here schuldres. And in 
anofer yle ben folk fat ban tho face all platt aH pleyn 
witAouten nese t wit Aon ten mouth, but pei ban .ij. smale 4 
holes aH rounde in stedo of hire eyen t hire mouth is 
platt also witAouten lippes. And in anofer yle ben folk 
of foul fasceoun t schapp 1 fat ban the lippe aboue the 
mouth so gret fat whan fei slepen in the sonne foi 8 
keueren aH the face with fat lippe. And in anofer yle 
fer ben lityH folk as dwerghes t fei ben to so meche as 
the Pygmeyes t fei han no mouth, but in stede of hire 
mouth fei han a lytyH round hole. And whan fei schuH 12 
eten or drynken fei taken forgh a pipe or a penne or 
such a fing and sowken it in, for fei han no tonge 
\ ferfore fei speke not, but fei maken a maner of hiss- 
ynge as a nedder doth t fei maken signes on to anofer 16 
as monkes don, be the whiche euery of hem vnderstondeth 
ofer. And in anofer yle ben folk fat han grete eres t 
longe, fat hangen doun to here knees. And in anofer 
yle ben folk fat han hors feet t fei ben stronge t myghty 20 
and swift renneres for fei taken wylde bestes with ren- 
nyng t eten hem. And in anofer yle ben folk fat gon 
vpon hire hondes t on hire feet as bestes t fei ben aH 
skynned t fedred t fei wole lepen as lightly into trees t 24 
fro tree to tree as it were squyrelles or apes. And in 
anofer yle ben folk fat ben bothe man t wommnn t fei 
han kynde of fat on t of fat ofer t fei han but o pappe 
on the o syde t on fat ofer non And fei ban membres 28 
of generactoun of man t womman t fei vsen bothe whan 
hem list ones fat on t anofer tyme fat ofer. And fei 
geten 2 children whan fei vsen the membre of man t fei 
here children whan fei vsen the membre of womman. 32 
And in anofer yle ben folk fat gon aH wcys vpon here 
knees ful meruey[l]lously ( ! ) t at euery pas fat fei gon it 
semeth that fei wolde falle t fei han in euery foot .viij. 
toos. Many ofer dyuerse folk of dyuerse natures ben fere 36 

P) niorueyslously, C. 
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in o per yles abouten, of the whiche it were to longe to 
teH i ferfore I passe ouer schortly. From feise yles in 
passynge be the see occean toward the est be many 
4 iourneyes men fynden a gret contree t a gret kyngdom 
))ot men clepen Mancy t ]>ot is in ynde the more. And 
it is the beste lond t on the fairest fat may ben in aH 
the world t the most delectable t the most plentifons of 
8 aH godes fat is in power of man. In fat lond dwellen 
many cristeno men t sarrazynes, for it is A gode contree 

i 

t a gret And fere ben jnne mo fan .ij. M. grete cytees 
1 riche witAouten ofer grete townes. And fere is more 
12 plentee of peple fere fan in ony ofer partie of ynde foi 
the bountee of the contree. In fat contree is no nedy man 
ne non fat goth on beggynge. And fei ben fuH faire 
folk, but fei ben aH pale And the men han thynne 
16 berdes t fewe heres, but fei ben longe; But vnetho hath 
ony man passynge .1. heres in his herd t on heer sitt 
here, anofer fere, as the herd of a lyberd or of a catt. 
In fat lond ben many fairere wommen fan in ony ofer 
20 contree be^onde the see And ferfore 1 men clepen fat lond 
Alban ye becauso fat the folk ben white. And the chief 
cytee of that contree is clept Latoryn t it is a iourneye 
from the see And it is moche more fan Parys. In fat 
24 cytee is a gret ryuere berynge schippes fat gon to alle the 
costes in the see. No cytee of the world is so wel stored 
of sehippes as is fat And aH fo of the cytee t of the 
contre [worschipen] ( A ) ydoles. In fat contree ben double 
28 sithes more [briddes fan] ben here: Jjere ben white gees 
rede aboute the nekke t fei han a gret crest as a cokkes 
comb vpon hire hedes And fei ben meche more fere pan 
fei ben here t men byen hem fere aH quykk right gret 
32 chepe. And fere is gret plentee of neddres of whom 
men maken grete festes t eten hem at grete sollempnytees, 
And he fat maketh fere a feste, be it neuere so costifous 
t he haue no neddres he hath no thank for his trauaylle. 

(*) Words between brackets here and on p. 136 missing becauso 
tbe parchment is torn. 


Kingdom of 
Manoy. 


Sparse hair 
and beards 
of the 
people. 


[l fol. 86 o] 


The capital. 


White and 

crested 

geese. 


Adders are 
a great 
delicacy. 
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Priests and 
idols. 


• » 


Idols fed on 
smoke, 
priests on 
meat. 

[l foL 86 b] 

Woolly 

hens. 


Tame. 

animals 
used for 
fishing. 


Cassay or 
Hangchow. 


Its lagoon 
ami 12,000 
bridges. 


t 2 fol. 87 a] 


Many gode oytees pere ben in pat contree t men ban gret 
plentee t gret chep of aft wynes t vitailles. In pat 
contree ben manye chirches of religions men t of here 
lawe And in po chirches ben ydoles als grete as geauntes 4 
And to theise ydoles pei $euen to ete at grete festyfuti 
dayes in this manere: Jjei bryngen before hew mete aft 
soden, als hoot as pei comen fro the fuyr t pei leten the 
smoke gon vp towardes the ydoles And pan pei seyn pat 8 
the ydoles han eten t pan the religions men eten the 
mete afterwardes. In pat contree 1 ben white hennes 
witAouten fetheres, but pei beren white wolle as scheep 
don here. In pat contree wowmen pat ben vnmaryed 12 
pei han tokenes on hire hedes lych coronales to ben 
knowen for vnmaryed. Also in pat contree per ben 
bestes taught of men to gon into watres into Ryueres t 
into depe stankes for to take fysch, the whiche best is 16 
but lytift t men clepen hew loyres. [t whanne] men 
casten hew in to the water, anon [pei bringen] gret 
fisshes als manye as men wole. And pf men wil haue 
mo pei cast hew in a^en t pei bryngen vp als many as 20 
men list to haue. And fro pat cytee passynge many 
iourneyes is anoper cytee on the grettest of the world 
pat. men clepen Cassay pat is to seyne the cytee of 
heuene., ]?at cytee is wel a . 1 . myle aboute t it is .24 
stronglich enhabyted wit A peple in so mocha pat in on 
hous men maken .x. housholdes. In pat cytee ben .xij. 
princypaft 3 a tea and before euery ^ate a .iij. myle or a 
•iiij. niyle in lengthe is a gret toun or a gret cytee. Jpat 28 
cytee sytt yppn a gret lake on the see as doth Venyse. 

And in pat cytee ben mo pan .xij. .M. brigges t vpon 
euery brigge ben stronge toures t gode in the whiche 
duellen the wardeynes for to kepen the cytee fro the gret 32 
Cane. And on pat o part of the cytee renneth a gret 
ryuere aft along the cytee And pere duellen cristCne men 
t many 2 marchauntes t oper folk of dyuerse nacyouns 
because pat the lond is so good t so plentyfous. And 36 

lh 17-18, see p. 135, footnote. 
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pere growetji full gode wyn pat men clepen $igon pat is g®** 1 W ‘"Q 

9 grown 

full myghty t gentyH iu drynkynge. ( This is a Cytee there- 
ryaH where the kyng of Mancy was wont to dwell t 
4 pere duellen many religious men as it were of the ordre ! 

of freres, for pei ben mendyfauntes.. From pat cytee. 
men gon be watre solacynge t disportin[g]e hem till pei 
come to an Abbeye of monkes pat is fasto by pat ben. The abbey, 

# in whose 

8 gode religion* men after here feyth t lawe. In pat jjarden 

9 Animals are 

abbeye is a grot gardyn t a fair where ben many trees of ke r t - 
dyuerse manere of frutes, And in this gardyn is a lytiH, 
hiH fuH of delectable trees; In pat hiH t in pat gardyn 
12 ben many dyuerse bestes, as of Apes, Marmozettes 
Babewynes i many oper dyuerse bestes. And euery day 
whan the Couent of this Abbeye hath eten the Awmener . 
let here the releef to the gardyn t he smytoth on the The leavings 
16 gardyn aate with a clyket of syluer pat he holdeth in his the beasts 

'In alms. 

bond * anon aH the bested of J>e hiH i of dyuerse places 

* 

of the gardyn comen out a .iij. ,M. or a .iiij. Mit. t pei 
comen in gyse of pore men And men jeuen hem the releef 
20 in faire vesselles of syluer clene ouergylt. And whan pei 
han eten the monk smyteth eftsones on the gardyn jate 
with the olyket t pan anon all the bestes retornen ajen 
to. here places pat pei come fro. And pei seyn pat theise 
24 bestes ben soules of worthi men pat resemblen in lykness Human 

9 " 80UIS 

of po bestes pat ben faire t perfore [pei jeven] ( ! ) 1 hem mete 
for theloue of god. And the oper bestes pat ben foule pei 
seyn ben soules of pore men t of rude comouns; t pus 
28 poi beleeuen t noman may putte hem out of pis opynyoun. 
jjeisc bestes aboueseyd pei let taken whan pei ben jonge 
i norisschen hem so with alniess als manye as pei may 
fynde. And I asked hem jif it had not ben better to 
32 haue jouen pat releef to pore men rathere pan to po 
bestes And pei answerde me t seyde pat pei hadde no 
pore man amonges hem in pat contree And pougli it ofdmj n &ah 
had ben so, pat pore men had ben among hem, jit were thatd'o" 

36 it gretter Almess to jeuen it to po soules pat don pere i ,enance ' 

( l ) Missing, MS. 


[1 fol. 87 6] 
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Chilenfo or 
Nanking. 


Dalay or 

Yangtae 

Kiang. 


The Pyg¬ 
mies’ lives 
are as short 
as their 
bodies. 

[l fol. 88 a] 


They fight 
the cranes. 


Tney 

despise men 
of normal 
height. 


$ 

Normal 
people’s 
children 
are bom 
as Pygmies 
there. 


here penance. Manye ofer merueylles ben in fat cytee 
i in the con tree fere aboute, fat were to long to tell 
30U. Fro fat cytee go nien be the contree a .vj. 
iourneyea to anofer cytee fat men clepen Chilenfo, of 4 

ti 

the whiche cytee the walles ben .xx. myle aboute. In 
fat cytee ben .lx. brigges of ston so faire fat noman may 
see fairere. In fat cytee was the firsts sege of the kyng 
of Mancy for it is a fair cytee t plentevous of all 8 
godes. After passe men Ouerthwart a gret ryuere fat 
men clepen Balay t fat is the grettest ryuere of fressch 
water fat is in the world, For fere as it is most narow 
it is more fan .iiij. myle of bredc. An fanne entren 12 
men a$en in to the loud of the grete Chane. pat 
ryuere goth forgh the lond of Piqmans, where fat the 
folk ben of lityH stature fat ben but .iij. span long and 
fei ben right faire t gentyH after here qnantytees bothe 16 
1 the men t the wommen. And fei maryen hem whan 
they ben half }ore of age t geten children. And fei 
lyuen not but .vi. $eer or .vij. at the moste And he fat 
lyueth .viij. $eer men holden him fere right passyngc 20 
old. Jjeise men ben the beste worcheres of gold, syluer, 
coutoun, sylk t of aH suche thinges-of ony ofer fat ben 
in the world, And fei han often tymes werre wit A the 
bryddes of the contree fat fei taken t eten. pis lityH 24 
folk noufer labouren in londes ne in vynes but fei 
han grete men amonges hem of oure stature fat tylen 
the lond -t labouren araonges the vynes for hem. And 
of fo men of oure stature han fei als grete skorn t 28 
wonder as we wolde haue among vs of geauntes $if fei 
weren amonges vs. pere is a gode cytee amonges ofere 
where fere is dwellynge gret plentee of fo lytytf folk 
And it is a gret cytee t a fair t the men ben grete fat 32 
duellen amonges hem, But whan fei geten ony children 
fei ben as lityH as the Pygmeyes, And ferfore fei ben 
aH for the moste part aH Pygmeyes, for the nature of the 
lond is such. The grete Cane let kepe this cytee fuH 36 
wel, for it is his, And aH be it fat the Pyqmeyes ben 
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lytyft $it pei ben fuft: rcsonable after here age t conne 
bothen wytt -t goile t malice ynow. Fro pot cytee 
gon men be the contree be many cytees t many townes 
4 vnto a cytee pat men clepen Ianichay t it is a noble 
cytee t a riche t of gret profite to the lord. And pider 
go men to sechen marchandise of aft manere of j>ing. 

]>at cytee 1 is full moche worth $erly to the lord of the 

# 

8 contree, For he hath euery $er to rente of fat cytee as 
pei of the cyte seyn .1. Mit. Cumantz of floreyns of 
gold. For pei cownten fere aft be Cumanz, And euery 

Cumaht is .x .M. [floreyns] ( J )of gold. Now may men 
12 wel rekene how moche fat it amounteth. The kyug of 
fat contree is full myghty t $it he is Ynder the grete 
Cane And the gret Cane hath vnder him .xij. suche 

prouynces. In fat contree in the gode towns is a godo 

• « 

16 custom, For whoso will make a feste to ony of his 
frendes fere ben certeyn jnnes in euery gode town t he 
fat wil make the feste wil sey to the hostellere: Arraye 
for me to morwe a gode dyner for so many folk t telleth 
20 him the nombre l deuyseth him the viaundes. And he 
seyth also: f us moche I wil dispende t nomore. And 
anon the hostellere Jirrayeth for him so faire t so wel t 
so honestly fat fer scliaft lakke no thing. And it schaft 
24 be don sunnere t with hisse cost fan t a man made it 
in his owne hows. And a .v. myle fro fat cytee toward 
the hod of the ryuere of Balay is anoper cytee fat men 
clepen Menke. In pat cytee is strong navye of schippes 
28 and att ben white as snow of the kynde of the trees 
pat pei ben made olfe, And fei ben full grete schippes 
t faire and wel ordeyned t made with halles t chambres 
t of er eysementes, as pough it were on the lond. Fro 
32 pens go men be many towues t many cytees porgh the 
contree vnto a cytee fat men clepen Lanteryne t it is 
an .viij. iourneyes 2 fro pe cytee aboueseyd. This cytee 
sitt vpon a faire ryuere gret t brood pat men clepen 
36 Caramaron. This ryuere passeth porgh out Cathay t 

O) MS., Cnmantz. 


Yangchow. 


[1 fol. 88 b] 

The revenue 
from that 
city. 


Dinner 
parties are 
given in 
hotels. 


Menzu, 

Ningpo. 


Linching. 

[2 fol. 89 a] 


Ilwang-lio. 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 



140. [CH. XXIII. IDOLATRY. TRANSMIGRATION OP SOULS.] 

it doth often tyme harm t pat fuH gret Whan it is 
ouer gret. 


Cl.. XXIV. OF THE GRETE CHANE OF CHATAY; OF THE 

RIALTEE OF HIS PALAYS t HOW HE SITT 
AT METE, AND OF THE GRETE NOMBRE OF 
OFFICERES J)AT SERUEN HYM. 


Cathay or 
China. 


T'sining- 

chow. 


Peking. 


The Tartar 
City. 


The Palace 
in the 
Forbidden 
City. 

[1 fol. 89 6] 


The Green 
Hill. 


C HATAY is a grete contree t a fair, noble t riche t 

full of marchawntes; pider gon Marchanndes aH 4 
$eres for to sechen spices t aH manere of marchandises 
more comounly pan in ony oper partye. And }ee schull 
vnderstonde pat Marchanndes pat comen fro Gene or 
fro Venyse or fro Romanye or oper parties of Lombardye 8 
pei gon be see t be londe .xj. monethes or .xij. or more 
snmtyme or pei may come to the yle of Cathay, pat is 
the i>rincypaH regyoun of alt partyes be^onde t it is of 
the grete Cane. Fro Cathay go men toward the est be 12 
many iorneyes t pan men fynden a gode cytee betwene 
peise opere pat men clepen Sugarmago. cytee is 

on of the beste stored of sylk t oper marchandises pat 
is in the world. After gon men $it to anoper old cytee 16 
toward the est t it is in the prouynce of Cathay, And 
besyde pat cytee the men of Tartarye han let make 
a nother cytee pat is clept Caydon t it hath .xij. $ates 
And l>etwene the .ij. $ates pere is aHweys a gret mylo. 20 
So pat the .ij. cytees, pat is to seyne the olde t the 

ti 

newe han in cyrcuyt more pan .xx. myle. In this cytee 
is the sege of the grete Cane in 1 a full gret palays t 
the most passyngo fair in all the world, Of the whiche 24 
the walles ben in circuyt more pan .ij. myle, And witAin 
the walles it is aH f uH of oper palays. And in the gardyn 
of the grete palays pere is a gret hiH vpon the whiche 
is anoper palays And it is the most fair t the most riche 28 
pat ony man may deuyse And aH aboute the palays t the 
hiH ben many trees berynge many dyuerse frutes. And 
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aH aboute pat hiH ben dyches grete t depe And besyde 
hew ben greto vyueres on pat o part t on pat other 
And pere is a full fair brigge to passen ouer the dyches. 
4 And in peiso vyueres ben so many wylde gees t gandres 
t wylde dokes t swannes t heirowns pat it is witAouten 
nombre. And aH aboute peise dyches t vyueres is the 
grete gardyn fuH of wylde bestes so pat whan the gret 
8 Cane wil haue ony dcsport ou per to taken ony of the 
wylde bestes or of the foules, he wil lete chace hew 
t taken hew at the windowes witAouten goynge out of 
liis chambre. This palays where his sege is is bothe 
12 gret t passynge fair And witAin the palays in the halle 
pere ben .xxiiij. pyleres of fyn gold t aH the walles ben 
couered witAjnne of rede skynnes of bestes pat men 
clepen Panteres, pat ben faire bestes t wel smellyng 
16 so pat for the swete odour of po skynnes non euyH ayr 
may entro in to the palays. p)o skynnes ben als rede as 
blode t pei schynen so brighte a^en the sonne pat vnethes 
noman may beholden hew. And many folk 1 worschipen 
20 po bestes whan pei meeten hew first at morwe for here 
gret vertue t for the gode smeH pat pei han, t po skynnes 
pei prey sen more pan pough pei were plate of fyn gold. 
And in the myddes of this palays is the mountour for 
24 the grete Cane pat is aH wrought of gold t of precyows 
stones t grete perles. And at .iiij. corneres of the 
mountour ben .iiij. serpentes of gold And aH aboute per is 
ymade large nettes of sylk t gold t grete perles, hangynge 
28 aH aboute the mountour. And vnder the mountour ben 
Condytes of beuerage pat pei drynken in the Emperours 
court And besyde pe condytes ben many vesselles of gold 
be the whiche pei pat ben of houshold drynken at the 
-32 condyt. And the halle of the palays is fuH nobelych 
arrayed t fuH meruey[l]leousely a tyred on aH partyes in 
aH thinges pat men apparayle v?ith ony halle. And first 
at the chief of the halle is the Emperoures throne fuH 
36 high where he sytteth at the mete -t pat is of fyn 

1. 33, 5 corrected to l. Cf. p. 134, 1. 34, and footnote. 
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precyouse stones bordured all aboute with pured gold i 
precyous stones t grete perles, And the grees fat he goth 
vp to the table ben of precious stones medled with gold. 
And at the left syde of the Emperoures sege is the sege 4 
of his firste wif o degree lowere fan the Emperour t it is 
of jaspere bordured with gold t precious stones. And the 
sege of his seconde wif is also anofer [degree] more lowere 
fan his lirste wif t it is also of jaspere bordured with 8 
gold as fat ofer is. And the sege of the thridde wif is 
1 also more lowe be a degree fan the seconde wif. For he 
hath alweys .iij. wifes with him where fat euere he be t 
after his wyfes on the same syde sytten the ladyes of his 12 
lynage $it lowere after fat fei ben of estate. And aH fo 
fat ben maryed han a countrefete made lyche a mannas 
foot ypon here hedes cubyte long aH wrought with grete 
perles fyne t oryent t abouen made with pecokes fedres 16 
t of ofer schynynge fedres t fat stont vpon here hedes 
lyke a crest, in tokene fat fei ben vnder mannes fote t 
vnder subieccfoun of man, And fei fat ben vnmaryed 
han none suche. And after at the right syde of the 20 
Emperour first sytteth his oldest sone fat schatt regne 
after him; And he sytteth also o degree lowere fan the 
Emperour in suche manere of seges as don the Emperesses. 
And after him sitten ofer grete lordes of his lynage, euery 24 
of hem a degree lowere fan ofer, as fei ben of estate. 
And the Emperour hath his table allone be him self fat 
is of gohjl t of precious stones or of cristaH bordured with 
gold t full of precious stones or of Amatystes or of 28 
Lignum Aloes fat cometh out of paradys or of Iuory 
bounden t bordured with gold. And euerych of his 
wyfes hath also hire table be hireself And his eldest sone 
t the ofer lordes also t the ladyes t aH fat sitten witA 32 
the Emperour han tables allone be hemself full riche. 
And fere nys no table but fat it is worth an huge tresour 
of gode. And vnder the Emperoures table sitten .iiij. 
clerkes fat wrifcen aH fat the Emperour seyth, be it good, 36 
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be it euyH. 1 For all pat he seyth moste ben holden, for 
he may not chaungen his woord ne revoke it. And [at] ( ! ) 
grete solempne fcstes before the Emperoures table men 
4 bryngen grete tables of gold t pereon ben Pecokes of gold 
t many o per maner of dyuerse foules aH of gold t richely 
wrought t enameled t men maken hem duuncen and 
syngen clappynge here wenges to gydere t maken gret 
8 noyse t wheper it be by craft or be nygromancye I wot nere, 
but it is a gode sight to beholde t a fair, And it is gret 
meruayle how it may be. But I h'aue the lasse meruaylle 
because pat pei ben the moste sotyle men in all sciences t 
12 in aH craftes pat ben in the world, For of sotyltee t of 
malice t of fer castynge pei passen all men vnder heuene. 
And perfore ]>ei soyn hem self pat pei seen with .ij. eyen 
t the cristene men see but with on be cause pat pei ben 
16 more sotyH pan j?ei. For aH o per naciouns pei seyn ben 
but blynde in conynge t worchinge in comparisoun to 
hem. I did gret besyness for to haue lerned pot craft 
but the maistre tolde me pat he had made avow to his god 
20 to teche it to no creature but only to bis eldeste sone. 
Also aboue the Emperoures table t the opere tables t 
abouen a gret portie in the hallo is a VYNE made of fyn 
gold t it spredeth aH aboute the halt t it hath many 
24 clustres of grapes, somme white, somme grene, summe 
^alowe t somme rede t somme blake, aH of precious 
stones. The white ben of cristaixL t of berylle t of 
jris, the ^alowe ben of topazes, the rode ben of 
28 rubies 2 t of Grenaz t of Alabraundynes, The grene 
ben of Emeraudes of Perydos t of Crisolytes, And the 
blake ben of Onichez t Garantez. And pei ben aH so 
propurlych made pat it semeth a verry vyne berynge 
32 kyndely grapes. And before the Emperoures table 
stonden grete lordes -t riche barouns t othere pat semen 
the Emperour at the mete. But noman is so hardy to 
speke a word but $if the Emperour speke to him, But $if 
36 it be Mynstrelles pat syngen songes t tellen gestes or oper 

( J ) Missing, C. 
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desportes to solace with the Emperour. And aH the 
vesseH fat men ben serued with in the halle or in 
chambres ben of precious stones And specyally at grete 
tables, oufer of jaspre or of cristaH or of Amatystez or 4 
of fyn gold. And the cuppes ben of Emeraudez t of 
Saphires or of Topazes, of Perydoz and of many ofer 
precyouse stones. Vessel! of syluer is fere non, for fei 
tel! no prys fere of to make no vessel! offe, But fei 8 
maken ferof grecynges t pileres t pawmentes to holies t 
chambres. And before the halle dore stonden manye 
barounes -t knyghtes clene anued to kepei fat noman 
entre, but ^if it be the wille or the commandement of the 12 
Emperour or but 3 if fei ben seruauntes or mynstrali of 
the houshold; And ofer non is not so hardy to neighen 
ny the hall dore. And $e schul! vndirstonde fat my 
felawes and I with oure jomen we serueden this 16 
Emperour t weren his Soudyoures .xv. monethes a$enst 
the kyng of Mangy fat held werre a$enst him. And the 
cause was for wee 1 hadden gret lust to see his noblesse t 
the estat of his court t aH his gouemance, to wite $if it 20 
were such as we herde seye fat it was. And treuly we 
fond it more noble and more excellent t ricchere t more 
merueylions fan euer we herde speke offe. In so moche 
fat we wolde neuer han leved it, had wee not a seen it, 24 
For I trowe fat noman wolde beleve the noblesse, the 
ricchesse ne the multytude of folk fat ben in his court, 
but he had seen it. For it is not fere as it is here, For 
the lordes here han folk of certeyn nombre als fei may 28 
suffise, But the grete Chare hath euery day folk at his 
costages t expens as witAouten nombre. But the 
ordynance ne the expenses in mete t drink ne the 
lionestee ne the clennesse is not so arrayed fere as it is 32 
here ; for aH the comouns fere eten witAouten cloth vpon 
here knees t fei eten aH maner of flessch t lityH of bred', 
And after mete fei wypen here hondes vpon here skyrtes 
t fei eten not but ones a day. But the estat of lordes is 36 
fuH gret t riche t noble. And aH be it fat sum men wil 
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not trow me, but holden it for fable to tellen hem the 
nobless of his persone t of his estate t of his court t of 
the grot mwltytude of folk pat he holt, natheles I schaH 
4 seye 30 U A partye of him t of his folk, after pat I haue 
seen the manere t the ordynance fuH many a tyme. And 
whoso ]>at wole may leve me $if he witt, And whoso wiH 
not may leue also. For I wot wel $if ony man hath No one can 

ImjIicv© it t 

8 ben in po contrees be 3 onde, pough he haue not ben in the unle “ he 
place 1 where the grete Chane duelleth, he schatt here [Wol. 921 >] 
speke of him so meche merueylouse ping, pat he schaH 
not trowe it lightly; And treuly no more did I myself til 
12 I saugh it. And po pat han ben in po contrees t in the 
gret Canes houshold knowen wel pat I seye soth And 
perfore I wiH not spare for hem pat knowe not ne beleue 
not but pat pat pei seen for to teH 30 U a partie of him t # 

16 of his estate pat he holt whan he goth from contree to 
contree t whan he maketh solempne festes. 


WHERFORE HE IS CLEPT THE GRETE CHANE; ch.xxv. 
OF THE STYLE OF HIS LETTRES, AND OF 
THE SUPEESCRIPC/OUN ABOWTEN HIS GRETE 
SEALL t HIS PRYUEE SEALL. 


I MRST I schaH seye 30 U whi he was clept the gret 
Chane. 3 ee schuH vndirstonde pat aH the world 
20 was destroyed be Noes flood saf only Noe t his wif t his 
children. Noe had .iij. sones Sem, Cham t Iapheth. 
This Cam was he pat saugh his fadres preuy membres 
naked whan he slepte t scorned hem t schewed hem with 
24 his fyngcr to his bretheren in scomynge wise t perfore 
he was cursed of god, And Iapheth turned his face 
awey t couered hem. b e i 8e -iij- bretheren had cesoun in 
aH the lond And this Cham for his crueltee toke the 
28 gretter t the beste partie toward the est, pat is clept Asye 
And Sem toke Appryk And Iapheth toke Europe, And 
perfore is aH the erthe departed in theise .iij. parties be 
peise .iij. bretheren. Cham was the grettest t the most 

MANDEVILLE. 
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mygfcty t of him camen mo generaeiouns pan of the 
opere And of 1 his sone Chuse was eugendred Membroth 
the geaunt pat was the firste kyng pat euer was in the 
world t he began the fundactoun of the tour of Baby- 4 
loyne. And pat tyme the fendes of helle camen many 
tyme 8 t leyen w»tA the wommen of his generactoun t 
eugendred on hem dyuerse folk as Monstres t folk dis¬ 
figured, Summe witAouten liedes, summe with grete eres, 8 
summo witA on eye, summe geauntes, sum w*tA hors feet 
t many oper of dyuerse schapp a^enst kynde. And of 
pat generactoun of Cham ben comen the Paynbmks i 
dyuerse folk pat ben in yles of the see "be aH ynde. And 12 
for als moche as he was the most myghty t no man 
myghte witAstoiule him he cleped himself the sone of 
god t souereyn of aH the world, And for this Cham this 
Emperour clepetli him Cham t souereyn of aH the world. 16 
t of the generacioun of Sem ben coinen the Sarrazines, 
And of the generacioun of Iapheth is comen the peple of 
Israel And [wee]( 1 ) pougli pat wee duellen in Europe, this 
is the opynyoun pafc the Syryenes t the Samaritanes han 20 
amongee hem t pat pei told me before pat I wente toward 
ynde, But I fond it operwise. Natheles the sothe is this, 
pat Tartarynes t pei pat duellen in the grete Asye pei 
camen of Cham, But the Emperour of Chatay clepeth 24 
him not Cham, bu[t] Can t I schaH toB 3011 how. It is but 

XX 

lityB more pan . viij. $eer pat aB Tartarye was in snb- 
iectioun t in seruage to othere nacyouns abouten, for pei 
weren but bestyaB folk t diden noping but kepten bestes 28 
i lad hem to pastures. But amongee 2 hem pei hadden 
.vij. princypaH nacyouns pat weren soueraynes of hem 
alle, Of the whiche the firste nacyoun or lynage was clept 
Tartar, And pat is the most noble t the moste preysed. 32 
The seconde lynage is clept Tanghot, The pridde Euraoh, 
The .iiij. Yalair, The .v. Semoch, The .vj. Mengly, The 
.vij. Coboogh. Now befeH it so, pat of the firste lynage 
succeded an old worthi man pat was not riche, pat hadde 36 
. ( x ) wee, missing in C. 
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to name Changuys. This man lay vpon a night in his 
bed, t he sawgh in avisioun }>at pero cam before him a 
knyght Armed all in white t he satt vpon a white hors 
4 t seyde to him: Can, slepest pou 1 the InmortaH god 
hath sent me to fe t it is his wille pat pou go to the 
. vij. lynages t seye to hem pat pou schalt ben here 
Emperour. For pou schalt conquere the londes t the 
8 contrees pat ben abouten, And pei pat marclien vpon $ou 
schull ben vnder $oure subieccioun, as 300 han ben vnder 
hires, for pat is goddes wille InmortaH. And whan he 
cam at morwe Changuys roos t wente to the .vij. lynages 
12 t tolde hem how the white knyght had seyd, And pei 
scorned him t seyden pat he was a fool t so he departed 
fro hem all aschamed. And the nyght sewynge this 
white knyght cam to the .vij. lynages t commaunded hem 
16 on goddes behalue InmortaH pat pei scholde make this 
Changuys here Emperour t pei scholde ben out of s«b- 
ieccioun t pei scholde holden aH oper .regiounes aboute 
hem in here seruage, as pei had ben to hem beforn. And 
20 on the morwe 1 pei chosen him to ben here Emperour And 
pei setten him vpon a blak fertre t after pat pei liften 
him vp witA gret solempnytee t pei setten him in a 
chayer of gold t didea hym aH maner of reuerence t pei 
24 cleped him Chan, as the white knyght called him. And 
whan he was pus chosen he wolde assayen }if he myghte 
trust in hem or non t wheper pei wolde ben obeyssant 
to him or non, And panne he made many statutes t 
28 ordynances, pat pei clepen ysya Chan. The firsto statute 
was pat pei scholde beleeuen t obeyen in god InmortaH 
pat is aHmyghty, pat wolde casten hem out of seruage t 
at aH tymes clepe to him for help in tyme of nede. The 
32 toper statute was pat aH maner of men pat myghte beren 
armes scholden ben nombred And to euery .x. scholde 
ben a mayster And to euery .c. a mayster And to euery 

* t 

.M. a mayster And to euery .x. M. a mayster. After he 
36 commanded to the princypales of the .vij. lynages pat 
pei scholde leuen t forsaken aH pat pei hadden in godes 
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t heritage t fro pens forth to holden hem payd of pat pat 
he wolde ^euo hem of his grace; And J>ei diden so anon. 
After he comraaunded to the princypales of the .vij 
lynages pat euery of hem scholde brynge his eldest sone 4 
before him t with here owne handes smyten of here hedes 
witAouten taryenge; And anon his commandement was 
performed. And whan the Chane sagh pat pei made 
non obstacle to performen his commandement, panne he 8 
thoughte wel pat ho myghte trusten in hem 1 1 com- 
maunded hem anon to make hem redy t to sewen his 
banere. And after this Chane putt in sttbiectioun aH 
the londes aboute him. Afterward it befeH vpon a day 12 
pat the Chane rood with a fewe meynee for to beholde 
the strengthe of the contree pat he had wonnen and so 
befell pat a gret mtiltytude of his enemyes metten witA 
him t for to ^euen gode ensample of hardy ness to his 16 
poeple he Was the firste pat faught t in the myddes of 
his enefmyes] (*) enconntred, t pere he was cast from 
his hors -t his hors slayn). And whan his folk saugh him 
at the erthe pei weren aH abasscht t wenden he had ben 20 
ded t flowen euerychone t hire enemyes after t chaced 
hem, But pei wiste not pat the Emperour was pere. 
And whan the enemyes weren ferr pursuynge the 
chace, the Emperour himself hidde him in a thikke 24 
wode. And whan pei weren comen a$en fro the chace 
pei wenten t soughten the wodes $if ony of hem had 
ben hid in the thikke of the wodes t manye pei 
founden t slowen hem anon. So it happend pat as pei 28 
wenten serchinge toward the place pat the Emperour was 
pei saugh an Owle syttynge vpon a tree abouen hym 
And pan pei seyden amonges hem pat pere was noman 
because pat pei saugh pat brid pere. And so pei wenten 32 
hire wey t pus escaped the Emperour from deth. And 
panne he wente preuylly aH be nyghte tiH he cam to his 
folk pat weren fuH glad of his comynge t maden grete 
thankynges to god InmortaH t to pat bryd be whom 36 
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here lord 1 was saued. And J>erforo princypally abouen all 

% 

% 

foules of J»e world )>oi worschipen the Owle And whan 
)>ei han ony of here fcdrcs J>ei kepen hem full }>recyously 
4 in stede of relykes t beren hem vpon here liedes witA 
gret reuerence t J>ei holden hem self blessed t saf from 
aH periles whil pat Jjei han hem vpon hem t Jierfore )»ei 
beren here fedres vpon here liedes. After all this the 
8 Chane ordeyned him t assembled his peple t wente vpon 
hem pat hadden assayled hym before t destroyed hem 
t put l*em in subieccioun t seruage. And whan he had 
wonnen t putt aH the londes t contrees on this half the 
12 mount Belyan in subieccioun, the wliyte knyght cam 
to him a$en in his sleep t seyde to him: Chan, the 
wille of god Inmortall is pat |>ou passe the mount Belyan 
t )>ou schalt wynne the loud t }>ou schalt putten many 
J6 nacyouns in subieccioun. And for )>ou schalt fynde no 
gode passage for to go toward pat contree, go [to] the 
mount Belyan pat is vpon the see t knele pere .ix. tymes 
toward the est in the worschipe of god Inmortall t he 
20 schal schewe J>e weye to passe by, And the Chane dide so. 
And anon the see J>ot touched i was fast to the mount 
began to withdrawe him t schewed fair weye of .ix. fote 
brede large t so he passed with his folk t wan tho lond 
24 of Cathay pat is the grettest kyngdom of the world. And 
for the .ix. knelynges t for the .ix. fote of weye the 
Chane t alle the 2 men of Tartarye han the nombre of 
.ix. in gret reuerence. And Jierfore who pat wole make 
28 the Chane ony present, be it of hors, be it of bryddes 
or of Arwes or bowes or of frute or of ony other thing, 
alweys he most make it of the nombre of .ix. And so 
Jianne ben the presentes of grettere plesance to him t 
32 more benygnely he wil resceyuen hem )>an )iough he 
were presented witA an .C. or .CC. For hym semeth the 
nombre of .ix. so holy, be cause the inessager of god 
jnmortaH devised it. Also whan the Chane of Cathay 
36 hadde wonnen the contree of Cathay t put. in swbiec- 
ctoun t vnder fote inanv contrees abouten he fell seek. 

V 


fol. 95 a) 

Since then, 
the Tartar* 
worship the 
owl and 
wear its 
feathers. 


Jenghiz 
overcomes 
liis enemies. 


The white 
knight 
orders him 
to pass 
Mount 
Belgian. 


The sea 
withdraws 
nine feet 
when 

Jenghis lias 
knelt nine 
times. 


P fol. 95 b) 

The Tartars 
reverence 
the number 
nine, and 
that is the 
number of 
presents 
offered to 
their 
Emperor. 


Jenghiz 

conquers 

China. 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 



150 


[CH. XXV. RISE OF JENGHIZ KHAN.] 


Apologue of 
the bundle 
of arrows. 


When 
divided, 
they can be 
broken 
by the 
youngest 
son. 

[i fol. 96 a] 


United 
families 
are power¬ 
ful, divided 
ones weak* % 


Jenghiz 
succeeded 
by his son 
Ogotai. 


Kuyuk and 
Mangu. 


Hulagu 

takes 

Baghdad. 


And whan he felte wel pat he scholde dye, lie seyde to 
his .xij. sones pat euerych of hem scholde brynge him 
on of his arewes * bo pei diden anon And panne he 
commanded pot men scholde bynden hem to gedre in 4 
.iij. places And pan he toke hem to his eldest sone t 
bad him breke hem aH togedre; And he enforced him 
vfitji all his myght to broken hem, but he ne myghte not. 
And pan the Chane bad his seconde sone to breke hem 8 
t so 8chortly to alle ech after other, but non of hem 
myght breke hem. And pan he bad the congest sone 
disseuere euerych from other t breken euerych be him 
self t so he dide. And pan seyde the Chane to his 12 
eldest sone t to alle the opere: wherfore myght $ee not 
breke hem? And pei answereden pot pei myght not, be 
cause pot pei weren bounden togyder. 1 A nd wherfore, 
quod he, hath ^oure lityH congest broper broken hem ? 16, 
Because, quod pei, pot pei weren deported ech from other, 
t panne seyde the Chane : My sones, quod he, treuly 
pus wil it faren be 30U. For als longe as $ee ben 
bounden togedere in .iij. places pot is to seyno in loue, 20 
in trouthe t in gode accord, noman scliaH ben of powere 
to greue 30U. But t $eo ben disseuered fro peiso .iij. 
places, pot $oure on helpe not $oure oper, ^ee schuH be 
destroyed t brought to nought. And $if ech of 3011 loue 24 
other t helpe oper, $ee schuH be lordes t souereynes of 
aH opere. And whan lie hadde made his ordynances he 
dyed. And panne after hym regned Eochecha Cane his 
eldest sone, And his otliere bretheren wenten to wynnen 28 
hem many contrees t kyngdomes, vnto the lond of 
Pruysse -t of Bossye, t made hem to ben cleped Chane 
but pei weren aH obeyssant to hire elder brother, And 
perfore was he clept the grete Chane. After Ecchecha 32 
regned Guyo Chane And after him Mango Chan pot 
was a gode cristene man t baptyzed t $af \etlres of per- 
petueH pes to aH cristene men t sente his brother lialaon 
with gret multytude of folk for to wynnen the holy lond 36 
i for to put it in to cristene mennes liondes t for to 
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destroye Machametes lawe t for to take tlie Oalyphee 
of Baldak pat was Emperour t lord of aH the Sarazines. 
And whan this Calyphee was taken, men fownden him 
4 of so high worschipe pat in 1 aH the remenant of the world 
ne myghte a man fynde a more reuerent man ne highere 

in worschipe. And pan halaon made him come before 

% 

him t seyde to hym: Why, quod he, haddestow not 
8 taken -with pe mo Sowdyoures t men ynowe for a lytiH 

, i 

quantytee of thresour for to defends pe t thi contree pot 
art so habundant of tresore t so high in aH worschipe t 
And the Calyphee answerd him, For he wel trowede 
12 pat lie hadde ynowe of his owne propre men. And pan 
seyde lialaon: )5oii were as a god of tlie sarazines t it is 
conuenyent to a god to ete no mete pot is mortaH t per- 
fore pou schalt not ete but precyous stones, riche perles 
16 And tresoure pot pou louest so moche. And pan he 
commanded him to presoun t all his tresoure aboute him 
t so he dyed for hunger t threst. And pan after this, 

Halaon wan aH the lond of promyssioun t putte it in 

# 

20 to. cristene mennes hondes. But the grete Chane his 
broper dyede t pot was gret sorwe t loss to all cristene 
men. After Mango Chan regned Cobyla Chan pot was 
also a cristene man t he regnede .xlij. $eere; he founded 
24 the grete cytee of I^onge in Cathay, pot is a gret del 
more pan Rome. The tother gret Chane pot cam after 
him becam a payneme t all the oper after him. The 
kyngdom of Cathay is the grettest Reme of the world 
28 And also the gret Chan is the most myghty Emperour 
of the world t the grettest lord vnder the firmament, t 
so he clepeth him in his leffres right pus: 2 Chan filius 

DEI EXCELSI OMNI UM VNIUERSAM TERRA if COLENCIUM SUM- 

32 mus Imperator et dominos omnium dominanqium. And 
the lettre of his grete seel writen abouten is this : Deus 
in oelo, Chan super terram eius fortitudo ojinium 
HOM iNC/M Imperatoris siqillum. And the superscrip- 
36 ctoun aboute his lityH seel is this: Dei fortitudo 
omnium hominum Imperatoris sigillum. And aH be it 


11 fol. 90 6] 


Tlie captive 
Caliph is 
asked why 
he did not 
spend hit 
treasure on 
warlike 
prepara¬ 
tions. 


He is 
starved 
to death in 
the midst 
of his 
treasure. 


Kublai 

Khan. 


Peking. 


The style of 
the Great 
Can's 
letters. 

p fol. 07 a] 


Inscriptions 
on the 
seals. 
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pat pei be not cristned, 3 R natheles the Eniperour t aR 
aii Tartars the Tartaryenes beleeuen in god InmortaH. And whan 

believe in 

Qod. pei wiH manacen ony man, panne pei seyn : God knoweth 

wel pat I sch&H do pe such a thing, t telleth his 4 
manace. And pus haue ^ee herd whi he is clept the 
grete Chane. 


oh. xxvi. OF THE GOU&RNANCE OF THE GRETE CHANES 

COURT t WHAN HE MAKETH SOLEMPNE 
FESTES; OF HIS PHILOSOPHRES, AND OF HIS 
ARRAY WHAN HE RIDETH BE jpE CONTRE. 


Two 

festivals on 
the Can's 
birthday and 
on the 
anniversary 
of his pre¬ 
sentation in 
the temple. 

Two on 
anniver¬ 
saries of the 
idol's en¬ 
thronement 
and first 
miracle. 


foL 97 b] 


Four 
thousand 
barons rule 
those 
festival^. 


Precious 
cloths and 
jewels. 


N OW schaH I teH 30U the gouernance of the court of 

the grete Chane whan he maketh solempne 8 
festes, t pat is princypally .iiij. tymes in the ^eer. The 
Arete feste is of his byrthe; pat oper is of his presen- 
tacioun in here temple, pat pei clepen here Moseach, 
where pei maken a manere of circumcisioun; And the 12 
tother .ij. festes ben of his ydoles. The lirete feste of the 
ydole is whan lie is first put in to hire temple t throned. 
The toper feste is whan the ydole begynneth first to speke 
or to worche myractes. Mo ben pere not of solempne 16 
festes, but $if he marye ony of his children. Now vnder- 
stondeth pat at euery of theise 1 festes he hath gret malty- 
tude of peple wel ordeyned and wel arrayed be tliousandes, 
be hundredes t be tenthes. And euery man knoweth 20 
wel what seruyse he schaH do, And euery man ^eueth so 
gode liede t so gode attendance to his seruyse, pat noman 

i 

fyndeth no defaute. And pere ben first ordeyned .iiij. .M. 
barounes myghty t riche for to gouerae t to make 24 
ordynance for the feste t for to serue the Emperour. 
And peise solempne festes ben made witAouten in hales t 
tentes made of clothes of gold t of tartaries fuR nobely. 
And all po barouns ban crounes of gold vpon hire hedes 28 
fuH noble t riche, fuR of precious stones and grete perles 
oryent, And pei ben aH clothed in clothes of gold or of 
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tartaries or of camokas, so richely t so perfytly fat 
noman in the world can amenden it ne better devisen it. 
And all fo robes ben orfrayed aH abouten t dubbed fuH 
4 of precious stones t of grete oryent perles fuH richely. 
And fei may wel do so, for clothes of gold t of sylk ben 
gretter chep fere a gret del fan ben clothes of wolle[here].. 

And feise .iiij. .M. barouns ben devised in .iiij. companyes 
8 And euery thousand is clothed in clothes all of .o. colour 
And fat so wel arrayed t so richely fat it is merueyle to 
beholde. Tho firete thousand, fat is of Dukes, of Erles, 
of Marquyses t of Amyralles, all clothed in clothes of 
12 gold with tysseux of grene silk t bordured with gold, fuH 
of preciouse 1 stones, in maner as I hauc seyd before. The 
secounde thousand is aH clothed in clothes dyapred of red 
selk aH wrought witA gold t tho orfrayes sett fuH of gret 
16 perl and precious stones, fuH nobely wrought. The .iij. 
thousand is clothed in clothes of silk of purpre or of ynde 
And the .iiij. thousand is in clothes of ^alow. And aH 
hire clothes ben so nobely t so richely wrought with 
20 gold i precious stones t riche perles pat a man of this 
contree hadde but only on of hire robes he rayghte wel 
seye pat he scholde neuere be pore. For the gold t the 
precious stones l the grete oryent perles ben of gretter 
24 value on this half the see fan fei ben beyond tho see in po 
contrees. And whan fei b6n fus apnoraylled fei gon 
.ij. t .ij. to gedre fuH ordynatly before the Emperour, with 
outen speche of ony woord saf only enclynynge to him. 
28 And euerych of hem bereth a tablett of Iaspere or of 
Iuory or of cristaH And the mynstraH goynge before hem 
sownynge here jnstrumentes of dyuerse melodye. And , 
whan the firste thousand is fits passed t hath made lii^ 
32 mostre he witAdraweth him on fat o syde. And fan 
entreth fot ofer seconde thousand t doth right so in the 
same manere of array t contenance as did tho firste t after 
the fridde t fan the fourthe t non of hem seyth not o 

36 word. And at o syde of the Emperours table sitten 

1 1. 6, here, missing in C. 


Gold and 
silk cloths 
cheaper than 
wooL 


One 

thousand In 
green, one in 
red, one in 
blue, one in . 
yellow. 

[1 fol. 98 a] 


Each rol»e 
worth a 
fortune. 


The court 
parade of 
the four 
thousand 
barons. 
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Various 
soothsayers 
with their 
instruments 

[1 fol. 98 6] 


They Ax 
the hours 
when the 
court should 
how to the 
Emperor. 


Symbolical 

gestures. 


[« fol. 99a] 


Explanation 
of them. 


The bowing 

means 

obedience. 


The Anger 
in the ear: 
hear no evil 
design 
without 
reporting it. 


many Philosofbes pat ben preued for wise men in many 
dyuejse sciences, as of 1 Astronomye, Nigromancyb, Geo- 
MANCYE, PlROMANCYE, YDROMANCYE,of AUGURYE i of many 
oper sciences; And cuerych of hem ban before hem 4 
Astrolabres of gold, sum Speres, summe the Brayn 
panne of a ded man, summe vesseles of gold fuH of 
grauett or sond, Summe vcsselles of gold fuH of coles 
brennynge, summe vessel! of gold futt of water t of wyn 8 
t of oyle, And summe Oriloges of gold mad ful nobely t 
richely wrought t many oper maner of Instrumentes after 
hire sciences. And at certeyn lioures whan hem tliinketh 
tyme pei seyn to certeyn Officeres pat stonden before hem 12 
ordeynd for the tyme to fulfille hire commaundementes : 
Maketh pees, And pan seyn the Officeres: Now pees, 
lysteneth. And after pat seyth anoper of the Philoso- 
phres : Euery man do reuerence t enclyne to the Enijierour 16 
pat is goddes sone t souerayn lord of aH the world, for 
now is tyme; t panne euery man boweth his lied toward 
the erthe. And panne commandeth the same Philosophre 
a$en : Stondeth vp, t pei don so. And at another hour 20 
seyth anoper Philosophre: Putteth ^oure litiH 1 fynger in 
joure eres, And anon pei don so. And at another hour 
seyth anoper Philosophre: Putteth $oure liond before 
joure niowth, And anon pei don so. And at anoper hour 24 
seith anoper Philosophre: Putteth 30 ure bond vpon 3 oure 
hede, And pei don so. And after pat he byddeth hem to 
don here bond awey t pei don so. 8 And so from hour to 
hour pei commandcn certeyn thinges, And pei seyn pat 28 
tlio thinges ban dyuerse significactouns. And 1 asked 
hem preuyly wliat po thinges betokened And on of the 
maistres told me pat the bowynge of the lied at pat hour 
betokened this : pat aH po pat boweden here hedes scholden 32 
euere more after ben obcyssant t trewe to the Emperour 
And neuere for ^iftes ne for promys in no kynde to ben 
fals ne trayfcour vnto him for gode nor euyH. And the 
puttynge of the lityH fynger in the ere betokeneth as pei 36 
seyn, pat none of hem ne scliaft not here speke no con- 
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trariotts thing to the Emperour, hut pat he schaft teft it 
anon to his conseift or discouero it to sum man pat wift 
make relactoun to the Emperour, pough he were his fader 
4 or brother or sone. And so forth of aft o per thinges pat is 
don he tho Philosophres f»ei tol'de me tho causes of many 
dyuerso thinges. And trusteth right wel in certeyn pat 
noman doth nothing to the Emperour pat holongeth vnto 
8 hi?n, nouper clothinge no bred ne wyn ne hath ne non 
oper thing pat longeth to hym, hut at certeyn houres pat 
his Philosophres wift deuysen. And $if pere falle werre 
in ony syde to the Emperour anon the Philosophres comen 
12 -t soyn here avys after here calculaciouns t conseylen the 
Emperour after here avys he here sciences, so pat the 
Emperour doth no thing witAouten here conseift. And 
whan the Philosophres han don \ perfounned here 
16 comandementes, panne the Mynstratt hegynnen to don 
here niynstralcyc euerych in hire Instrumentes ech after 
other, AvitA aft the melodye pat pei can deuyse. And 
whan J>ei han don a gode while, on of the Officeres of 
20 the Emperour goth vp on an high stage wrought fuft 
curyously t cryeth t seyth with lowde voys : Maketh 
pees, And ^>anne euery man is stille. And panne 
anon after aft the lordes pat ben of the Emperoures 
24 lynage nobely arrayed in riche clothes of gold and 
ryally apparayled on white stedes, als manye as may wel 
sewen hem at pat tyme, hen redy to maken here presentee 
to the Emperour. And pan seyth the Sty ward of the 
28 court to the lordes be name: N. of N., t nempneth first 
the moste noble t the worthiest^ be name t seyth : Be $ee 
redy with such a nombre of white hors for to seruc the 
Emperour jourc sonereyn lord. And to anoper lord he 
32 seyth : N. of N., be ^ee redy with such a nombre to serue 
^Qure souereyn lord. And to a nother right so. And to 
aft tho lordes of the Emperoures lynage ech after other 
as pei ben of estate; And whan pei ben alle cleped pei 
36 entren ech after oper t presenten the white hors to the 
Emperour t pan gon hire wey. And pan after aft the 


And so of 
other signs. 


The 

philosophers 
regulate the 
Emperor*s 
private life 
and public 
affairs. 


After the 

I ihilosophers 
lave spoken, 
the min- 
strels give 
their enter¬ 
tainment. 

[i fol. 99 b) 


Then 
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Emperor. 
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The barons 
and clergy 
offer jewels. 


[i fol. 100 a] 


The l»easts 
are made 
to do 
reverence. 


Enchanters 

make 

sunlipkt, 

moonlight 

and 

darkness. 


Imaginary 

dances, 


refresh¬ 

ments, 


tourna¬ 

ments 


and limits. 


12 fol. 1006] 

130,000 

minstrels. 


oper barouns euery of hem $euen him presentes or jueft 
or sum oper ping, after pat pei ben of estate. And pa.n 
after hem ail the prelates of hire lawe t religiouse men 
t o per t euery man $eueth him sum thing. And whan 4 
pat aft men han pus presehted the Emperour, the grettest 
of dignytee of the prelates ^eueth hem a blessynge seyenge 
an orisoun of hire lawe. And pan begynnen the Myn- 
streft x to maken hire mynstralcie in dyuerse Instrumentes 8 
wttA aft the melodyo pat pei can douyse. And whan pei 
han don hire craft, pan pei bryngen before the Emperour 
lyouns, libardes t oper dyuerse bestes And Eglcs -t 
ventours t oper dyuerse foules And fissches t serpentes 12 
for to don him reuerence. And pan comen jogulours 
and Enchauntoures, pat don many meruayllcs, For pei 
maken to come in the ayr the sonne t the mono be 
semynge to euery inannes sight. And after pei maken 16 
the nyght so derk pat noman may see no thing, And after 
pei maken the day to come a$en fair t plesant with 
bright sonne to euery mannes sight. And pan pei 
bryngen in daunces of the faireste damyselles of the 20 
world t richest arrayed. And after pei maken to comen 
in oper damyselles, bryngynge coupes of goltWuft of mylk 
of dyuerse bestes t ^euendrynke to lordes t to ladyes And 
pan pei make knyghtes to jousten in armes full lustyly t 24 
pei rennen togidre a grot raundoun t pei frusschen togidere 
full fiercely t pei broken here speres so rudely pat tho tron- 
chouns flen in sprotes t peces aft aboute the halle. And 
pan pei make to come in huntyng for the liert t for the 28 
boor, witA houndes rennynge with open mouth. And many 
oper thinges pei don be craft hire enchauntementes, pat it 
is merueyle for to see. And such pleyes of desport pei 
make til the takynge vp of the boordes. This gret 32 
Chan hath full gret peple for to seruen him, as I haue told 
3011 before, For he hath *of myn 2 stralles the nombre of 
.xiij. Cumantz but pei abyde not atiweys with hym. 

For aft the mynstreti pat comen before hym of what 36 

1. 7-8, mynstreti, r added above by rubricator. 
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nacyoun pat thei ben of, pei ben witAholden wit A him as 
of his houshold, t entred in his bokes as for his owne men; 
And after pat, where pat euere pei gon, eueremore J>ei 
4 cleymen for mynstratt of the grete Chane, And vnder pat 
tytle alle kynges and lordes oherisschen hem the more wit A 
}ifte8 t ail ping; And perfore he hath so gret multytude 
of hem. And he hath of certeyn men as pough pei were 
8 jomen pat kepen bryddes as Ostiiycches, Gerfacouns, 
Sparehaukes, faukons gentyls, lanyeres, sacres, 
bacrkttes, Popyngayes wel spekynge and briddes 
syngynge. And also of wylde bestes, as of Olifauntz 
12 tame t othere, Babewynes, Apes, Marmesettes t opere 
dyuerse bestes, the mountance of .xv. Cumantz of 3 omen. 
And of Phieicyens cristene he hath .cc. And of leches 
pat ben cristene he hath .cc. t .x. And of leches t 
16 Phisicyens pat ben sarrazines .xx. But he trueteth 

more in the cristene leches pan in the Sarazines. 
And his oper comown houshold is witAouten nombre, 
And pei all han aH necessaries t all pat hem nedeth 
20 of the Emperoures court. And he hath in his 
Court many Barouns as Seruytoures pat ben cristene t 
conuerted to gode feyth be the prechinge of Religiouse 
cristenmen pat dwellen witA him; But pere ben manye 
24 mo pat wil not pat men knowen pat' pei ben cristene. This 
Emperour may dispenden als 1 moche as he wile witAouten 
estymacioun, For he not despendeth ne maketh no money 
but of lether emprinted or of papyre. And of pat moneye 
28 is som of gretter prys t som of lasse prys, after the dyuers- 
itee of his statutes. And whan pat money hath ronne so 
longe pat it begynneth to waste; pan men beren it to the 
Emperoures tresorye And pan pei taken newe money for 
32 the olde. And pat money goth thorgh out all the contree 
t porgh out all his prouynces, For pere t be 3 onde hem pei 
make no money nouper of gold nor of syluer, And perfore 
he may despende ynow t outrageously. And of gold t 
36 syluer pat men beren in his contree he maketh Cylours, 
Pyleres t Paumentes in his palays t oper dyuerse thinges, 
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[i fol. 101 a] 
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A large ruby 
lights his 
chamber. 


Xanadu, the 

summer 

residence. 

Cambalec. 
the winter 
capital. 


The court's 

marching 

order. 

[1 fol. 101 b] 


500,000 men 
in the van. 


An equal 
number on 
either side. 


The rear¬ 
guard is 
more 

numerous. 


what him lyketh. This Emperour hath in his chambre 
in on of the pyleres of gold a Rubye t a Charbonolh 
of half a fote long, fat in the nyght $eueth so gret 
clartee t schynynge, fat it is als light as day; And he 4 
hath many ofer precyoue stones t many ofer Rubyes 
t charboncles, but fo ben the grettest t the moste 
precyona. This Emperou?* duelleth in somer in a cytee 
fat is toward the north, fat is cleped Saduz t fere is cold 8 
ynow. And in wynter he duelleth in a cytee fat is 
clept Camaalech t fat is an hote contree. But the contree 
where he duelleth in most comounly is in Gaydo or in 
Jong fat is a gode contree t a tempree, after f cU the 12 
contree is fere, But to men of this contree it were to 
passyng hoot. And whan this Emperour will ryde 
from o contree to another J he ordeyneth .iiij. hostes 
of his folk, of the whiche the firste hoost goth before 16 
him a dayes iourney, For fat hoost schaB ben logged 
the nyght where the Emperour schaB lygge vpon 
the morwe. And fere schaB euery man haue aB 
maner of vytaylle t necessaryes fat ben nedefuB of the 20 
Emperours costages. And in this firste boost is the 
nombre of poeple .1. Cumauntz, what of hors what of fote, 

Of the whiche euery Cumantz amownte .x.m. as I haue told 
30 U before. And another hoost goth in the right syde of 24 
the Emperour nygh half a iourney fro him, And another 
goth on the left syde of him in the same wise. And in 
euery hoost is as moclie mnltytude of peple as in the 
firste hoost. And panne after cometh the .iiij. hoost, fat 28 
is moche more fan ony of the of ere t fat goth behynden 
him the mountance of a bowe draught. And euery hoost 
hath his iourneyes ordeyned in certeyn places where fei 
schuB be logged at nyght, And fere fei schuB haue aB 32 
fat hem nedeth. And $if it befaB fat ony of the hoost 
dye, anon fei putten another in his place, so fat the 
nombre schatt eueremore ben hool. And }ee schuB vnder- 
stonde fat the Emperour in his propre persone rydetft 36 
not as ofere gret lordes don be 3 onde, but $if him liste to> 
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go preuyly w»tA fewe men for to ben vnknowen. And While other* 

ride, the 

ell he rytt in a charett wttA .iiij. wheles vpon the whiche Emperor 

» * drivee In * 

is made a faire chambre t and it is made of a certyn wode ohariot - 
4 )>at cometh out of paradys terrestre, pot men clepen 
Lignum Aloes, pat the flodes of poradys bryngen out at 
dyuerse cesouns, as I haue told 30 U here beforn. And this 
chambre is 1 fuH wel smelly nge because of the wode pat it P foi. 1020 ] 
8 is made offe, And aH this chambre is couered with jnne of 
plate of fyn gold dubbed witA precyous stones t grete perles, 

And .iiij. Olifauntz and .iiij. grete destreres alt white t 
couered with riche couertoures ledynge the chariot. And 
12 .iiij. or .v. or .vj. of the grettest lordes ryden aboute this 
charyot full richely arrayed i full nobely, so pat noman 
schalt neyghe the charyot, but only the lordes, but $if 
pat the Emperour calle ony man to him pat him list to 
16 speke with alt. And aboue the chambre of this chariot 
pat the Emperour sitteth jnne ben sett vpon a perche .iiij. 
or .v. or .vj. Gerfacodns, to pot entent pot whan the Hi* 

r * gerfalcons 

Emperour seeth ony wylde foul pot he may take it at ®^ d pe ^ hed 
20 his owne list t liaue the desport t the pley of the flight, 1,Rnd - 
First witA 011 t after with another; And so he taketh his 
desport passynge be the contree. And noman rydeth 
before him of his companye but alle after him. And 
24 noman dar not come nygli the Chariot by a bowe draught Only lords 


but po lordes only pot ben aboute him, t alt the hoost 
cometh fayrely after him in gret multitude. And also 
such anoper charyot witA such hoostes ordeynd t arrayed 
28 gon witA the Emperesse vpon another syde euerych be 
him self witA .iiij. hoostes right as the Emperour dide, but 
not witA so gret multytude of peple. And his eldest sone 
goth be anoper weye in anoper chariot in*the same manere, 
32 so pot pere is betwene hem so gret multitude of folk 
pot it is merueyle to tell it. And noman scholde trowe 
the nombre but he had seen it. And sumtyme it happeth 
pot whan he wil not go fer t pat it lyke him to haue the 
36 Emperesse t 2 his children witA him; pan pei gon alt 
togydere And here folk ben all medled in fere t devyded 
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[l fol. 103 a] 


The baiting 
places. 


in .iiij. parties only. And }ee schuH vnderstonde )>at the 

Empyre of this gret Chane is deuyded in .xij. prouynces 

» 

And euery prouynce hath mo fan .ij. ra. cytees And of 
townes witAouten nombre. This contree is fuH gret, For 4 
it hath .xij. princypaH kynges in .xij. prouynces And 
euery of fo kynges han many kynges vnder hem, t aH fei 
ben obeyssant to the gret Chane. And his lond t his 
lordschipe dureth so ferr fat a man may not gon from on 8 
hed to anofer, noufer be see ne londe, the space of .vij. 
}eer. And forgh the desertes of his lordschipe fere as 
men may fynde no townes, fere ben jnnes ordeyned be 
euery iorneye to resceyue bothe man t hors, in the whiche 12 
fei schaH fynde plentee of vytaylle t of all fing fat hem 
nedeth for to go be the contree. And fere is a meruey louse 
custom in fat^ contree, but it is profitable, fat $if ony 
controrions thing fat scholde ben preiudice or greuance 16 
to the Emperour in ony kynde, [be herd in fe contree] (*) 
anon the Emperour hath tydynges fereof t full kpowleche 
in a day, fough it be .iij. or .iiij. iourneys fro him or 
more. For his ambessedours taken here dromedaries or 20 
hire hors t fei priken in aH fat euere fei may toward on • 
of the jnnes. And whan fei comen fere anon fei blowen 
an home, i anon fei of the jn knowen wel ynow fat fere 
ben tydynges to warnen the Emperour of sum rebellyoun 24 
a^enst him. And fanne anon fei maken ofer men redy 
in aH haste fat fei may 1 to beren leftres and pryken in aH 
fat euere fei may, tiH fei come to the ofer jnnes wz'tA 
here lettrea. And fanne fei maken fressch men redy to 28 
pryke forth witA the leftres toward the Emperour, whiH 
fat the laste bryngere reste him t bayte his dromedarie 
or his hors, Atid so fro jn to jn till it come to the 
Emperour. And fus Anon hath he hasty tydynges of 32 
ony thing fat bereth charge be his corrours fat rennen so 
hastyly thorghout aH the contree. And also whan the 
Emperour sendeth his Corrours hastyly f orghout his lond, 
euerych of hem hath a large thong fuH of smale belles 36 


(*) Missing in C, 
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Aud whan fei neyghen nere to the Innes of oper Corroures, 
pat hen also ordeyned he the iorneyes, fei ryngen here 
belles And anon the oper Corrours maken hem redy i 
4 rennen here weye vnto another In t fus renneth on to 
o per full spedyly t swyftly, till the Emperours entent be 
serued in aH haste. And theise CuiTours ben clept 
Chydydo after here langage, pat is to seye a messagere. 
8 Also whan the Emperour goth from o contree to another 
as I haue told 30 u here before t he passe )>orgh cytees t 
townes, euery man maketh a fuyr before his dore t 
putteth pere jnne pouder of gode gommes fat ben swete 
12 smellynge, for to make gode sauowr to the Emperour. 
And all the peple kneleth doun ajenst him t don him 
gret reuerence, And pere where religyouse cristene men 
dwellen, as fei don in many cytees in the lond, fei gon 
16 before him with processioun with cros t holy water t fei 
syngen: Veni creator spiritus with an high voys 
1 1 gon towardes him. And whan he heretli hem he 
commanndeth to his lordes to ryde besyde him, pat the 
20 Religions men may come to him. And whan )>ei bon 
nygh him with the cros, fanne he doth adown his 
Galaoth fat syt vpon his hede in manere of a chapelet, 
pat is made of gold t preciouse stones t grete perles And 
24 it is so ryche pat men preysen it to the value of a 
Roialme in fat contre. And fan he kneleth to the cros 
And fan the prelate of the Religiouse men seyth before 
him certeyn orisouns t ^eueth him a hlessynge with the 
28 cros, And he enclyneth to the blessynge full deuoutely. 
And fanne the prelate ^eueth him sum mane/* finite to the 
nombre or .ix. in a platere of syluer with peres or Apples 
or ofer manere frute, And he taketh on t fan men 3 euen 
32 to the ofere lordes fat ben abouto him. For the custom 
is such, fat no straungere schaH come before him but }if 
he 3 eue hym sum manez*e thing, aftez* the olde la we fat 
seyth : Nemo accedat in conspectu meo vacuus. And 
36 fanne the Emperour seyth to the Religions men fat fei 
wtt-Adrawe hem a 3 en, fat fei ne be not hurt ne harmed of 

MANDEVILLE. 
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[2 fol. 104 b] 


the gret multitude of hors pat comen behynde him. And 
also in the same maner don the religions men pat dwellen 
pere to the Emperesses pat passen by hem And to his 
eldest sone t to euery of hem pei presenten frute. And 4 
3 ee schuH vnderstonde pat the poeple pat he hath so many 
hostes offe abouten hym i aboute his wyfes t his sone pei 
dwelle not contynuelly wttA him, but attweys whan him 
lyketh pei b an sent 1 fore, And after whan pei han don pei 8 
retournen to hire owne housholdes, saf only pei pat ben 
dwellynge v/ith hym in houshold for to seruen him t his 
wyfes t his sones for to gouernen his houshold. And 
aH be it pat the othere ben departed fro him after pat pei 12 
han perfourmed hire seruyse, jit pere abydeth contynuelly 
wttA him in court .1. mitt, men at horse And .CC. Mitt, 
men a fote wttAouten mynstrelles t po pat kepen wylde 
bestee t dyuerse briddes, of pe whiche I haue tolde jou 16 
the nombre before. Vnder the firmament is not so gret 
a lord ne so myghty ne so riche as is the grete Chane, 
Nought Prestre Iohan pat is Emperour of the high 
Ynde ne the Sowdan of Babyloyne ne the Emperour of 20 
Persye. Att peise ne ben not in comparisoun to the grete 
Chane noiiper of myght ne of noblesse ne of ryaltee ne of 
ricchesse. For in att peise he passeth aH erthely princes 
Wherfore it is gret harm pat he beleueth not feithfully in 24 
god. And natheles he wil gladly here speke of god And 

I 

he suffreth wel pat cristene men dwett in his lordschipe t 
pat men of his feith ben made cristene men, jif pei wile, 
porghout att his contree, For he defendeth noman to 28 
holde no lawe other pan him lyketh. In pat contree sum 
man hath an .C. wyfes, summe .lx., summe mo, summe 
le88e. And pei taken the nexte of hire kyn to hire wyfes, 
saf only pat pei out taken hire modres, hire doughtres t 32 
hire sustres of the moder syde. But hire sustres on the 
fadir syde of another womman pei may wel take, And 
hire 2 bretheres wyfes also after here deth And here Step- 
modres also in the same wyse. 36 
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OF THE LA WE t THE CUSTOMS OF THE ch. xxvii. 
TARTARIENES, DUELLYNGE IN CHATAY, t 
HOW })AT MEN DON WH4N THE EMPNROUR. 

SCHAL DYE, t HOW HE SCHAL BE CHOSEN. 


T HE folk of fat contree vson aH longe clothes with- 
outen furroures. And fei ben clothed with 
precious clothes of Tartarye t of clothes of gold, 
4 And hero clothes ben slytt at the syde t fei ben festned 
with laces of silk And fei clothen hem also with pylches 
t the hyde witii outen. And fei vsen noufer cappo ne 
hood And in the same maner as the men gon the wommen 
8 gon, so fat noman may vnethe knowe the men fro the 
wommen, saf only fo wommen fat ben maryed, fat beren 
the tokne vpon hire hedes of a mannes foot, in signe fat 
fei ben vnder mannes fote t vnder swbiectioun of man. 
12 And hire wyfes ne dwell not to gydre, but euery of hem 
be hireself And the husbonde may ligge with whom of 
hem fat him lyketh. Euerych hath his hous, bothe man 
t womman; And here houses ben made rounde of staves 
16 t it hath a round wyndowe abouen fat ^eueth hem light 
And also fat serueth for delyuerance of smoke. And the 
helynge of here houses t the wowes t the dores ben aH 
of wode. And whan fei gon to werre fei leden hire 
20 houses with hem vpon chariottes as men don tentes or 
pauylliouns. And fei maken hire fuyr in the myddes of 
hire houses. And fei han gret mwltytude of all maner 
of bestes, saf only of swyn, for fei bryngen non forth. 
24 And they 1 beleeuen wel o god fat made t formed e all 
thinges, And natheles 3 it han fei ydoles of gold t syluer 
t of tree t of cloth, And to fo ydoles fei offren aH weys 
hire first mylk of hire bestes t also of hire metes t of 
28 hire drynkes before fei eten, And fei offren often tymes , 
hors t bestes. And fei clepen the god of kynde yroga. 
And hire Emperour also what name fat euere he haue 
fei putten euemiore ferto Chane, And when I was fere 
32 hire Emperour had to name Thiaut, so fat he was clept 
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Thiaut Chane, And his eldeste sone was clept Tessue And 
whan he schaH ben Emperour lie schaH ben clept Tessue 
Chane. And at pat tyme the Emperour hadde .xij. sones 
•witAouten fo, fat were named Cuncy, Ordij, Chahaday, 4 
Buryn, Negu, Nocab, Cadu, Cicten, Balaoy, Babylan 
t Garegan t of his .iij. wifes the firsto t the principal! 
fat was Prestre Johnes dough ter hadde to name Seriocii 
Chan, And the tother Borak Chan t the tofer Karanke 8 
Chan. The folk of fat contree begynnen aH hire 
thinges in the newe mone And fei worschipon moche the 
mone t the sonne t often tyme knelen a$enst hew. And 
alle the folk of the contree ryden comottnly wit Aon ten 12 
spores, but fei beren all weys a lytiH whippe in hire 
hondes for to chacen witA hire hors. And fei han gret 
conscience t holden it for a gret synne to casten a knyf 
in the fuyre t for to drawo llesch out of a pot witA a knyf 16 
t for to smyte an hors witA the handiH of a whippe, 1 or 
to smyte an hors with a brydiH or to breke o bon witA 
another or for to caste mylk or ony lykour fat men may 
drynke vpon the erthe or for to take t sle lytil children. 20 
And the moste synne fat ony man may do is to pissen 
in hire houses fat fei dwellen in And whoso fat may be 
founden witA fat synne sykerly fei slen hyw. And of 
euerych of feise synnes it behoueth hew to ben schryuen 24 
of hire prestes t to payo gret sowme of siluer for hire 
penance. And it behoueth also fat the place fat men han 
pissed in be halewed a$en t elles dar noman entren fere- 
jnne. And whan fei han payed hire penance men make 28 
hew passen forgh a fuyr or forgh .ij. for to clensen hew 
of hire synnes. And also whan ony. messangere comcth 
t bryngeth leWres or ony present to the Emperour it 
behoueth hiw fat he with the thing fat he bryngeth 32 
passe forgh .ij. brennynge fuyres for to purgen hew, fat 
he brynge no poysonn ne venym ne no wykked fing fat 
myght be greuance to the lord. And also $if ony man 
or wowman be taken in avouterye or fornicacioun anon 36 
fei sleen him. And who fat steleth ony thing anon fei 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 



[CH. XXVII. MANNERS OF THE TARTARS.] 


165 


sle him. Men of fat contree ben aH gode archeres i 
schooten right weeH both© men t wommen, als wel on 
hors bak prikynge as on fote rennynge. And the wommen 
4 maken aH finges t aH maner mysteres t craftes as of 
clothes, botes t o per thinges -t fei dryuen cartes, plowes 
t waynes t chariottes. And foi maken liouses t aH 
maner mysteres, out taken bowes t arwes t Armures, 
8 J?at men maken. 1 And aH the wommen weron breech as 
wel as men. AH the folk of fat contree ben fuH obeysant 
to hire souereynes ne J>ei lighten not ne chiden not on 
w»tA another. And fere ben noufer thefes ne robboures 
12 in fat contree t euery man worschipoth ofer, but noman 
fere doth no reuerence to no straungeres, but 3 if fei ben 
grete princes. And fei eten houndes, lyouns, lyberdes, 
mares t folks, Asses, Kattes i mees t aH maner of 
16 bestes, grete t smale, saf only swyn t bestes fat weren 
defended by the olde lawe. And fei eten aH the bestes 
witAouten t witAjnne, witAouten castynge awey of ony 
thing saf only the filthe. And fei eten but litiH bred, 
20 but $if it be in courtes of grete lordes. And fei haue not 
in many places noufer pesen ne benes ne non ofer potages, 
but fe broth of the flessch. For litiH ete fei ony thing 
but flessch t the broth. And whan fei han eten fei 
24 wypen hire liondes vpon hire skirtes, for fei vse non 
naperye ne towaylles, but $if it be before grete lordes, 
but the comonn peple hath none. And whan fei han 
eten fei putten hire dissches vnwasschen into the pot 
28 or cawdroun with remenant of the flessch and of the 
broth, til fei wole eten a^en. And the riche men 
drynkcn mylk of mares or of camaylles or of 
asses or of ofer bestes. And fei wil ben lightly 
32 dronken of mylk t of another drynk fat is made of 
hony t of water soden togidre, For in fat contree is 
noufer wyn ne ale. )}ei lyuen fuH wrecchedlich, t 
fei eten but ones in the day t fat but lytiH, nouther 
36 2 in courtes ne in other places. And in sooth o man 
allone in this contree wil ete more in a day fan on of 
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hem wil ete in .iij. dayes, And pf ony straunge messager 
come pere to a lord, men maken him to ete but ones a 
Military d a y * p a t fuR litiH. And whan pci werren pei werren 

spirit and Jr r r 

armament. f u R wisely t aHweys don here besynes to destroyen hire 4 

enemyes. Euery man pere liereth .ij. bowes or .iij. t of arwes 
grete plentee t a gret ax. And the gentyles han schorte 
speres t largo t fuR trenchant on pat o syde, And J)ei han 
plates t helmes made of guyrboylle t liire horn couertoures 8 
of the same. And who so fleeth fro the bataylle pei sle 
Wailed cities him. And whan bei holden ony sege abouten casteR or toun 

and castles 

token by pat is walled t defensable J»ei behoten to hem pat ben 

promises. witAjnne to don aR the profite and gode, pat it is 12 

merueylle to here t J>ei graunten also to hem pat ben 
witAjnne aR pat pei wiR asken Item. And after pat j>ei 
ben golden anon pei sleen hem alle t kutten of hire eres 
t sowcon hem in vynegre t pere of pei maken gret seruyse 16 
for lordes. AR here lust t aR hire ymaginacioun is for 
Tiiey know to putten aR londes vnder hire subieccioun And bei seyn 

they shall 

one day i>e bat bei knowen wel be hire prophecyes bat bei schuR ben 

overcome. t 1 

ouercomen by archieres t be strengthe of hem, but j?ei 20 
knowe not of what nactoun ne of what lawe pei schuR 
ben offe pat schuR ouercomen hem. And perfore pei 
suffren pat folk of aR lawes may pcysibely dweHen 
araonges hem. Also whan pei wiR maken hire ydoles 24 
or an ymage of ony of hire frendes for to haue remem- 
They love brance of hym 1 pei maken aR weys the ymage .aR naked 

the natural . Jr J j o 

nakedness of witAouten ony maner of clothinge. For pei seyn pat in 

t)i6 hofly# 

[i foi. io7a] gode loue scholde be no couerynge, pat man scholde not 28 

loue for the faire clothinge ne for the riche aray, but 
only for the body such as god hath made it t for the 
gode vertues pat the body is endowed with of nature, 
Nought only for fair clothinge pat is not of kyndely 32 
in their nature. And aee schuR vnderstonde bat it is gret drede 

retreat they f 0 

shoot for to pursuen the Tartartnes aif bei fleen in bataylle, 

ttackwnrds. ' r J 7 

For in fleynge pei schooten behynden hem t sleen bothe 
men t hors. And whan pei wil fighte pei wiR schokken 36 
hem to gidre in a plomp, pat $if pere ben .xx. Ml. men, 
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men schuH not wenen fat fere be scant .x. MiH. And 
pei cone wel wynnen lond of straungeres but pei cone not 
kepen it, For pei han gretter lust to lye in tentes w»tA- 
4 outen fan for to lye in casteH or in townes; And pei 
preysen nothing the wytt of ofer naciouns. And amonges 
hem oyle of Olyue is fuH dere, for fei holden it for full 
noble medicyne. And aH the Tartarienes lian smale eyen 
8 t litiH of herd t not thikke hered, but schiere. And fei 
ben false t traytoures And fei lasten noght fat fei be- 
hoten. Jpei ben full harde folk t moche peyne t wo 
mow sufFren t disese, more fan ony ofer folk for fei ben 
12 taught ferto in hire owne contree of $outhe; And perfore 
fei spenden as who seyth right nought. And whan ony 
man schaU dye, men setten a spere besydo him And 
whan he draweth towardes the doth euery 1 man fleeth out 
16 of the hous till he be ded t after fat fei buryen him in 

the feldes. And whan the Emperour dyeth, men setten mmperors 

are buried 

him in a chayere in mydd es the place of his tent And men *n their 

J . tents with 

setten a table before him clene couered wttA a cloth t provisions 

and 

20 f^* 6 vpon flesch t dyuerse vyaundes And a cuppe full of trewure. 
mares mylk. And men putten a mare besyde him wttA 
hire foie t an hors sadeled t brydeled t fei leyn vpon 
the hors gold t siluer gret quantytee, And fei putten 
24 abouten him gret plentee of stree. And fan men maken 
a gret pytt t a large And witA the tent t aH feise ofer 
thingee fei putten him in erthe. And fei seyn fat whan 
he schaH come in to anoper world he schaU not ben vfith- 
28 outen an hows no witAouten hors ne witAouten gold t 
syluer; And the mare schaU ^euen him mylk t bryngen 
him forth mo hors tiH he be wel stored in the toper 
world. For fei trowen fat after hire deth fei schuH ben 
32 etynge t drynkyngo in fat ofer world t solacynge hem 
witA hire wifes as fei diden here. And after tyme fat 
the Emperour is pus entered noman schaU be so hardy 
to speke of him before his frendes. And $it natheles 
36 somtyme falleth of manyo bat thei maken hem to ben Secret 

burials in 

entered preuylly be nyghte in wylde places t putten a^en wild places 
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Election of 
new 

emperors. 
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the grass oner the pytt for to growe, Or ett men coueren 
the pytt wttA graueti t sond, pat noman schatt perceyue 
where ne knowe where the pytt is, to pat entent pat 
neuer after none of his frendee schuH han mynde ne 
remembrance of him. And panne pei seyn pat he is 
ravissht in to anoper world, where he is a gretter lord 
[i foL 108 a] pan he was here. r And panne after deth of the Em- 

perour the .vij. lynages assemblen hem togidere t chesen 
his eldest sone or the nexte after him of his blood And 
ptw pei seye to him: Wee wolen t wee preyen t ordeyncn 
pat 300 ben oure lord t oure Emperour. And panne he 
answereth: Jif 3ee wile pat I regne ouer 3011 as lord, do 12 
euerych of 3011 pat I schatt commanden him, ouper to 
abyde or to go. And whom so euer pat I commaunde to 
ben slayn, pat anon he be slayn. And pei answeren all 
wttA o voys: What so euere 300 commanden, it schaH 16 
be don. Jjanne seyth the Emperour : Now vndirstondeth 
wel pat my woord from hens forth is scharp t bytynge as 
a swerd. After men setten him vpon a blak stede t so 
men bryngon him to a chayere fuH richely arrayed t pere 20 
pci crownen hym. And panne aH the cytees t gode 
townes senden hym riche presentes, so pat at pat iourneye 
he schaH haue more pan .lx. chariottes charged wttA gold 
t syluer, wttAouten jewelles of gold t precyouse stones 24 
pat lordes 3euen him, pat ben wttAouten estymacioun; 
And wttAouten hors t clothes of gold t of Camakaas t 
tarlarynes pat ben wttAouten nombre. 
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OF THE ROIALME OF THARSE t THE LOND&S 
t KYNGDOMS TOWARDS THE SEPTENTRI¬ 
ONAL PARTIES IN COMYNGE DOWN FROM 
THE LOND OF CHATHAY. 


T HIS lond of Cathay is in Asye the depe, And after 
on this half is Asye the more. The kyngdom of 
Cathay marcheth toward the west vnto the kyngdom of 
4 Tharse the whicho was on of the kynges |>at cam to 
presente oure lord in Bbtbleem ; And f»ei pat ben of the 
lynage of pat kyng am sommo cristene. In Tharse J>ei 
eten no fiesch 1 ne J>ei drynken no wyn. And on this 
8 half towardes the west is the kyngdom of Turquesten 
\at streceheth him toward the west to the kyngdom of 
Persib And toward the Septentrionai* to the kyng¬ 
dom of Chorasme. In the contre of Turquesten ben but 
12 fowe gode cytees But the beste cytee of J?at lond liighte 
Octorar. Jjere ben grete pastures but fewe coornes, And 
Jjerforo for the most partie J>ei ben aH herdemen And J»ei 
ly$n in tentes t )>ei drynken h maner Ale made of bony. 
16 And after on this half is the kyngdom of Chorasme pat 
is a gode lond t a plentevons, wttAouten wyn. And it 
hath a desert toward the Est pot lastoth more )>an an .c. 
iourneyes. And the beste cytee of pat contree is clept 
20 Chorasme And of pa/t cytee bereth the contree his name. 
The folk of pat contree ben hardy werryoures. And on 
)>is half is the kyngdom of Comanye where of the Comaynb 
pat dwelledon in Grece somtyme weren chaced out. This 
24 i 8 on of the grettest kyngdomos of the world But it is 
not aH enhabyted, For at on of the parties jjere is so 
gret cold pat noman may dwoH pere And in a no per 
portie pere is so gret hete pat noman may endure it. 
28 And also pere ben so many flyes Jiot noman may knowe 
on what syde he may turne him. In pat contree is but 
lytiH Arberye ne trees Jiot beren frute ne ojiere. £ei 
ly^n in tentes And J»ei brennen the dong of bestes for 
32 defaute of wode. This kyngdom descendeth on this half 


ci>. xxviir. 
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toward vs t toward Pruysre t toward Rossye. Aud 
forgh.fat contree rennetli the Ryuere of Ethidl fat is 
on of the grettest ryueres of the world And it freseth 
1 so strongly att $eres fat many tymes men ban foughten 
vpon the Ise witA grete hostes bothe porlies on fote t 
hire hors voyded for the tyme. And, what on horse t 
on fote, mo fan .CC. .Mt. persones on euery syde. And 
betwene fat Ryuere i the grete see Occkan fat f>ei clepen 
the see Maure ly$n aH theise roialmes. And toward 
the hede benethe in fat roialme is the mount Cho[c]az ( 1 ) 

Jjat is the hiest mount of the world, And it is betwene 
the see Maure t the see Caspy. Jjere is full streyt t 12 
daungerotM passage for to go toward ynde And ferfore 
kyng Alisandre leet make )>erc a strong cytee fat men 
clepen Alizandrk for to kepc the contree, J>at noman 
scholde passe witAouten his leue, And now men clepen 16 
J?ot cytee the $ate of helle And the princypaH cytee of 
Comanye is clept Sarak. )3at is on of the .iij. weyes 
for to go in to ynde, But be J?ot weye ne may not passe 
no gret multytude of peple, but }if it be in wynter; And 20 
fat passage men clepen the Derbent. The tother weye 
is for to go fro the cytee of Turquesten be Persie And 
be fat weye ben inanye iourncyes be desert. And the 
fridde weye is fat cometh fro Comanye t fan to-go be 24 
the grete see t be the kyngdom of Abchaz. And $ee 
schuH vndirstonde fat aH feise kyngdomes t aH feise 
londes abouenseyd vnto Pruysse t to Rossyb ben aH 
obeyssaut to the grete Chank of Cathay t many ofere 28 
contrees fat marchen to ofer costes; Wherfore his 
powerc t his lordschipe is fuH grot t fuH myghty. 

C) Chotaz, C. 
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OF THE EMP£220UR OF PERSYE AND OF 
THE LOND OF DERKNESSE, 1 AND OF OTHER 
KYNGDOMES j)AT BELONGEN TO THE GRETE 
CANE OF CATHAY, AND OTHER LONDES 
OF HIS, VNTO THE SEE OF GRECE. 


N OW sith I hauo deuysed $ou the londes t the 
kyngdoms toward the parties septsattrionales in 
comynge down from the lond of Cathay vnto the londes 
4 of the cri 8 tene towardes Pruysse t Rossye, now schaR I 
deuyse 30 U of oper londes t kyngdomes comynge doun he 
o per costes toward the right syde vnto the see of Greok 
toward the lond of cristene men. And J»erfore pat after 
8 ynde t after Cathay the Emperour of Persie is the 
gretteste lord, Jjerfore I schaH teH 30 U of the kyngdom of 
P-tvaiE First, where he hath .ij. kyngdomes. The firate 
kyngdom begynneth toward the est toward the kyngdom 
12 of Turquebten And it strecheth (*) toward the west vnto 
the ryuere of Phibon pat is on of the .iiij. ryueres pat comen 
out of Paradys. And on ano|>er syde it streccheth toward 
the Septemtrion vnto the see of Caspyb And also toward 
16 the South vnto the desert of ynde. And this contree is 
gode t pleyn t full: of peple And pere ben manye gode 
cytees, But the .ij. princypaR cytees ben peise : Boyturra 
t Sbornergant pat summon clepen Sormagant. pe 
20 tother kyngdom of Perbie streccheth towaid the ryuere 
of Phibon t the parties of the West vnto the kyngdom 
of Mede [And] ( 2 ) the grete Armenye t toward the 
Septemtrion to the see of Caspib t toward the South to 
24 the lond of ynde. pat is also a gode lond t a plentifons 
and it hath .iij. grete principal! cytees: Nebsabor 
Saphon t Sakmassane. And ]>anue after is Armenye 
in the wliiche weren wont to ben .iiij. kyngdomes. pat is 
28 a noble cuntree t fuH of godes And 2 it begynneth at 
Perbie t streccheth toward the west in lengthe vnto 
Turkye And in largeness it dureth [fro] ( s ) the cytee of 
(*) strechcheth, C. (*) fro, C. (*) to, MS. 


Ch. XXIX. 
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Tabriz. 

Media. 


Shiraz and 
Kirm&n. 

Georgia. 


Monnt 

Elbruz, 

Alania. 


Georgia 
proper, 
opposed to 
Abkhasia. 


[i fol. 110 b] 

The land of 
darkness. 


The 

persecutor, 
Shapur II. 


Alizandre pot now is clept the $ate of belle pot I spak 
offe beforn vn[to] ( J ) the kyngdom of Mbde. In this 
Armenye ben fuB manye gode cytees, But Taurizo is 
most of name. After pis is the kyngdom of Mede pot is 4 
fufi long but it is not fuB large, pot begynneth toward 
the est to the lond of Pe/jsie t to ynde the lesse. And 
it streccheth toward the west toward the kyngdom of 
Caldee t toward the septemtrion descendyngo toward the 8 
litiB Armenye. In pot kyngdom of Medeo pere ben 
many grete hilles t litiB of pleyn erthe. Jjere dwellen 
Sarazines t anoper maner of folk pat men clepen Cor- 
dynes. The beste .ij. cytees of pot kyngdom ben Sarras 12 
t Karemen. After pot is the kyngdom of George pot 
begynneth toward the est to a gret mountayne pot is clept 
Abzor Where pot dwellen many dyuerse folk of dyuerse 
naciouns An cl men clepen the con tree Alamo. This 16 
kyngdom streccheth him towardes Turkye t toward the 
grete see And toward the South it marclieth to the grete 
Armenye. And pere ben .ij. kyngdomes in pot contree. 
pat on is the kyngdom of Georgie t pot oper is the kyng- 20 
dom of Abcaz. And aBweys in pot contrce ben .ij. 
kynges t pei ben bothe cristene, But the kyng of Georgie 
is in swbiecci'oun of the grete Chane And the kyng of 
Abcaz hath the more strong contree. And he aBweys 24 
vigerously defendeth his contree a^enst aB po pot assayllen 
him, so pot noman may make him in swbieccioun to no 
man. In pot kyngdom of Abchaz is a gret meruaylle, 

For a 1 prouynce of the contree pot hath wel in circuyt 28 
.iij. iorneyes pot men clepen Hauyson is aB couered witA 
derkness witAouten ony brightness or light, so pot noman 
may see ne here no noman dar entren in to hem. And 
natlieles pei of the contree seyn pot somtyme men heren 32 
voys of folk t hors ny3enge t cokkes crowynge And men 
witen wel pot men dwellen pere, but pei knowe not what 
men. And pei seyn pot the derkness befeB be myracle of 
god, For a cursed Emperour of Pe/jsie pot highte Saures 36 

( x ) vnder, C. 
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pursuede aH cristene men to destroye hem t to compeH 
hem to make sacrifise to his ydoles And rood witA grete 
host in aH pat euer ho inyghte for to confounde the 
4 cristene men. And panne in pat contree dwelleden 
manye gode cristene men, the whiche pat laften hire godes 
And wolde han fled in to Greoe. And whan pei weren 
in a playn pat liighte Megon And this cursed Emperour 
8 inett witA hem witA his boost for to liaue slayn hem t aii 
hewen hem to peces And anon the cristene men kneleden The 

Christians 

to the grounde -t made hire preyeres to god to sokoure were saved 

from 

hem, And anon a gret thikke clowde cam t couered the siiapurby 

. # ^ Hildden 

12 Emperour t aH his boost. And so pei onduren in pat d * rk " e “> 

w 11 icn 118 8 

manere pat pei ne mowe not gon out on no syde t so {^® kepfc 
schuH pei euermore ahyden in pat derknoss tiH the day of enclosed, 
dome be the myracle of god. And panne the cristene 
16 men wenten where hem lykede best at hire owne plesance 
witAouten lettynge of ony creature t hire enemyes en¬ 
closed t confounded in derkness witAouten ony strok. 

Wherfore we may 1 wel seye witA dauid: A domino p f 0 i. nia] 

20 VACTUM EST ISTUD t EST MIRAB/LE IN OCULIS N0STRI8. Alld 
pat was a gret myTaclo pat god made for hem. Wherfore 
me thinketh pat cristene men scholden ben more deuoute If Christians 

would only 

to seruen oure lord god pan ony oper men of ony oper JjgoMjy 

24 secte, For witAouten ony drede ne were cursedness t jrreststibTe 1 
synne of cristen men, pei scholden ben lordes of aH the 
world, For the banere of Ihesu crist is aHweys displayed 
and redy on aH sydes to the help of his trewe louynge 
28 seruauntes, In so mochc pat o gode cristene man in gode 
beleeve scholde ouercomen t outchacen a .M^. cursed mys 
beleeuynge men, As Dauid seith in the psautbre : Quo- This is 

proved by 

SIAM PJ?jR8EQUEBATU/i VNI/5 MILLS t DUO PUGAREATT DECEM 8cripture. 
32 MILIA. Et CADENT A LATERE TUO MILLE, DECEM MILIA A 
dextris tuis. And how pat it myghte be pat on scholde 
chacen a .M*. Dauid him self seyth folewynge: Quia manub 
domini fecit hec omnia. And oure lord him self seyth 
36 be the prophetes mouth : Si in vijs meis ambulaueritis 

8UPEE TRIBULANTES VOS MI8I8SEM MANUAf MEAAf. So pat 
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Tl.e 

Georgians 

and 

Armenians 

are 

Christians. 


Western 
Christians 
do not take 
the 

sacrament 
often 
enough. 

Turkey, 

Cappadocia, 

Isauria, 

Phrygia, 

Bithynia. 

[i fol. Ill b) 
S a tali a. 


Mosul. 

Rohais or 
Bdessa. 


we may seen apertely pat $if wee wil be gode men non 
enemye ne may not enduren a3enst vs. Also 300 sclnitt 
vndirstonde pat out of pat lond of derkness goth out 
a gret Ryuere pat scheweth wel pat pero ben folk dwell- 4 
ynge be many redy tokenes, but noman dar not entre into 
it. And wyteth wel pat in the kyngdoms of Georgie, of 
Abohaz t of the litiH Armenye ben gode cristen men t 
deuoute For pei schryuen hem t howselen hem oner in ore 8 
ones or twyes in the woke And pere ben man ye of hem 
pat howselen hem euery day. And so do wee not on this 
half all be it pat seynt Poul commandeth it seyenge : 
Omnibus diebub doj/jnicis ad coA/3fDNicANDU3f hortor. 12 
J)ei kepeu pat commandement but wee ne kepen it not. 
Also after on this half is Turkie 1 pat marclieth to the 
grete Armenye And pere ben manye prouynces as Capa- 
doohe, Saure, Briqub, Quesiton, Pytan t Gemeth 16 
And in euerych of peise ben many gode cytees. J)is 
Turkye strecchetli vnto the cytee of Sachala pat sitteth 
vpon the see of Greoe And so it marcheth to Syrie. 
Syrie is a gret contree t a gode as I haue told 30U before 20 
And also it hath abouen toward yndo the kyngdom of 
Caldee pat streccheth fro the mountaynes of Calde 
toward the Est vnto the cytee of Nynyuee pat sitteth 
vpon the ryuere of Tygre. And in largeness it begynneth 24 
toward the north to the cytee of Maraga And it 
strecceth toward the South vnto the see Occean. In 
Caldee is a pleyn contree t fewe hilles t fewe ryueres. 
After is the kyngdom of Mesopotaymb pat begynneth 28 
toward the est to the flom of Tygre vnto a cytee pat is 
clept MosEfct And it streccheth toward the west to the 
flom of Eufrate vnto a cytee pat is clept Roiauz And in 
lengthe it goth [fro] ( 1 )the mount of Armenye vnto the 32 
desert of ynde the lesse. jjis is a gode contree t a pleyn 
but it hath fewe ryueres; It hath but .ij. mountaynes in 
pat contree Of the whiche on highte Symar t pat oper 
lyson ; And this lond marcheth to the kyngdom of 36 

l 1 ) to, C. 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 



175 


[CH. XXIX. PERSIA AND TURKEY.] 

Caldee. }it )>ere is toward the parties Meridionales 
many contrees t many regiouns As the loud of Ethiope 
fat marcheth toward the est to the grete desertes, toward 
4 the west [to] ( 1 )the kyngdom of Nubye, toward the South 
to the kyngdom of Moretane And toward the north 
to the rede see. After is Moretane fat dureth fro the 
mountaynes *of Ethiope vnto lybie the hi}e, And fat 
8 contree ly^th along fro the see Ocoean toward the South, 
And toward the North it marcheth to Nubye t to the 
high Lybye ; Theise men of Nubye ben cristene; And it 
marcheth [to] ( a ) the londes aboueseyd to the desertes of 
12 Egypt And fat is the Egipt fat I hauo spoken of before 
And after Libye the liyo t Lybye the lowe fat descendeth 
down lowe toward the grete see of Spayne, In the whiche 
contree ben many kyngdomes t many dyuerse folk. Now 
16 I haue deuysed $ou many contrees on this half the 
kyngdom of Cathay, of the whiche manye ben obeyssant 
to the grete Chane. 


OF THE CONTREES t YLES )>AT BEN BE 3 ONDE 
THE LOND OF CATHAY t OF THE FRUT ES 
\>ERE t OF .XXIJ.-KYNG.&S ENCLOSED W/TNJN 
THE MOUNTAYNES. 


20 TVT" OW schati I seye 30U sewyngly of contrees t yles 
ll fa then bejonde the contrees fat I haue spoken 
of. wherfore I seye 30U, in passynge be the lond of 
Cathaye toward the high ynde t toward Bacharye, men 
24 passen be a kyngdom fat men clepen Caldilhe, fat is a 
futt fair contre. And fere groweth a maner of fruyt 
as fough it weren Gowrdes, And whan fei ben rype men 
kutten hew a to t men fynden wttAjnne a lytyH best in 
28 flesch, in bon t blode, as fough it were a lytin lomb 
witAouten wolle. And men eten bothe the frut t the 
best, And fat is a gret merueylle. Of fat finite I haue 
eten aH fough it were wonderfuH but fat I knowe wel 

C) t, C. (») fro, C. 
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The barnacle 
goose. 

[i fol.1126] 


Other rare 
. plants, 
apples, 
spices and 
vines. 


Alexander 
tried to 
enclose the 
ten tribes in 
the Scythian 
mountains. 


The God of 
nature 
finished his 
work. 


Those Jews 
cannot 
escape by 
water, 
because 
the Caspian 
is a lake. 


[ 2 fol. 113 a] 


fat god is merueylloiw in liis werkee. And natholes 
I tolde hew of als gret a merueyle to hew pat is a monges 
vs And pat was of the Bernak.es. For I tolde hem pat 
in oure contree weren trees pat baren a fruyt fat becomen 1 
briddes fleeynge. And fo pat fellen in 1 the water lyuen, 
And pei pat fallen on the ertho dyen anon; and pei ben 
right gode to mannes mete. And here of had pei als 
gret meruaylle pat suwme of hew trowed it were an 8 
jnpossible thing to be. In fat contre ben longe apples 
of gode sauour, Where of ben mo J>an an .C. in a clustre 
t als manye in a nofer. And pei ban grete longe leves 
t large of ,ij. fote long or more And in fat contree t in 12 
oper contrees pere abouten growen many trees pat beren 
clowe gylofres And notemuges t grete notes of ynde t of 
CaneJjL t of many ofer spices. And fere ben vynes 
fat beren so grete grapes fat a strong man scholde haue 16 
ynow to done for to bere o clustre with aH the grapes. 

In fat same regioun ben the mountaynes of Caspye fat 
men clepen Vber in the contree. Betwene fo mountaynes 
the Iewes of .x. lynages ben enclosed fat men clepen 20 
Goth t Magoth And fei mowe not gon out on no syde. 
pere weren enclosed .xxij. kynges wttA hire peple, fat 
dwelleden betwene the mountaynes of Sychye. pere 
kyng Alisandre chacede hew betwene fo mountaynes 24 
And fere he thoughte for to enclose hew forgh werk 
of his men. But whan he saugh fat he myghte not don 
it ne bryng it to an ende, he preyed to god of nature fat 
he wolde parforme fat fat he had begonne And all were 28 
it so fat he was a payneme t not wortlii to ben herd, $it 
god of his grace closed the mountaynes togydre, so fat 
fei dwellen fere aH faste ylokked t enclosed with high 
mountaynes alle aboute, saf only on o syde, And on fat 32 
syde is the see of Caspye. Now may suw men asken : 
Sith fat the see is (*) on fat o syde, Wherfore go fei not 
out on the see syde for to go where fat hew lyketht 
But to this questioim I schal 2 ans\vere : pat see of Caspye 36 
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goth out be londe vnder the mountaynes t renneth be 
the desert at o syde of the contree t after it streccheth 
vnto the endes of Persie And aHfough it be clept a see, 
4 it is no see ne it toucheth to non ofer see, But it is a 
lake, the grettest of the world. And fough J>ei wolden 
putten hem in to fat see, fei ne wysten neuer where fat 
fei scholde arryuen. And also fei conen no langage but 
8 only hire owne fat noman knoweth but fei, And ferfore 
mowe fei not gon out. And also $ee schuH vnderstonde 
fat the lewes han no propre lend of hire owne for to 
dwellen jnne in aH the world, but only fat lond betwene 
12 the moimtaynes, And $it fei ^elden tribute for fat lond to 
the queen of Amazoine the whiche fat maketh hem to 
ben kept in cloos full diligently fat fei schuH not gon 
out on no syde but be the cost of hire lond, For hire lond 
16 marcheth to fo mouwtaynes. And often it hath befallen 
fat (*) sumnie of the lewes han gon vp the mountaynes 
And avaled down to the valeyes, But gret nombre of folk 
ne may not do so For the mountaynes ben so hye t so 
20 streght vp, fat fei moste abyde fere maugree hire myght, 
For fei mowe not gon out but be a litift issue fat was 
made be strengthe of men; And it lasteth wel a .iiij. 
grete myle. And after is fere $it a lond alt desert, where 
24 men may fynde no water ne for dyggynge ne for non 
other fing, Wherfore men may not dwellen in fat place 
so is it full of dragounes, of serpentes t of ofer venymows 
bestes fat noman dar not passe but $if it be be strong 
28 wynter. And fat streyt passage men clepen in fat 
contree Clyron, And fat is the passage fat the queen of 
Amazoine maketh to ben kept. And fogh 1 it happeno 
sum of hem be fortune to gon out, fei conen no maner of 
32 langage but Ebrew, so fat fei can not speke to the 
peple. And 3it natheles men seyn fei schuH gon out 
in the tyme of Antecrist And fat fei schuH maken 
gret slaughter of cristene men, And ferfore aH the 
36 lewes fat dwellen in aH londes lernen aH weys to speken 
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' A fox shall 
burrow 
through to 
the ten 
tribes, 


and they 
shall escape 
by following 
him under¬ 
ground. 


[1 fol. 114 a] 

In Baotria 
are cotton 
trees. 


Hippopota¬ 

muses. 


Griffins. 


Ebrbw, in hope pat whan the oper Iewes schuH gon 
out, pat pei may vnderstonden hire speche t to leden 
hew in to cristendom for to deatroye tho cristene peple. 
For the Iewes seyn pat pei knowen wel be hire pro- 4 
phecyes pat pei of Caspte schuH gon out t spreden 
porgh out all the world And pat the cristene men 
schuH ben vnder hire subiecctoun als longe as pei han 
ben in subieccioun of hem. And }if pat $ee wil wyte 8 
how pat pei schuH fynden hire weye, after pat I haue 
herd seye I schaH teH $ou. In the tyme of Anteorist a 
fox schaH make pere his trayne t mynen an hole where 
kyng Alisandrb leet make the ^ates And so longe he 12 
schaH mynen t percen the erthe til pat he schaH passe 
porgh towardes pat folk. And whan pei seen the fox 
they schuH haue gret merueylle of him be cause pat pei 
saugh neuer such a best, For of aH opere bestee pei han 16 
enclosed amonges hem, saf only the Fox. And panne 
pei schullen chacen him t pureuen him so streyte, tiH pat 
he come to the same place pat he cam fro. And panne 
pei schullen dyggen t mynen so strongly, tiH pat pei 20 
fynden the ^ates pat kyng Alisandrb leet make of grete 
stones t passynge huge, wel symented t made stronge for 
the maystrie. And po ^ates pei schuH breken t so gon 
out be fyndynge of pat issue. Fro pat lond gon men 24 
to 1 ward the lond of Baoharie, where ben fuH yuele folk 
t fuH crueH. In pat lond ben trees pat beren wolle as 
pogh it were of scheep, where of men maken clothes t 
aH ping pat may ben made of wolle: In pat contree 28 
ben many Ypotaynbs pat dwellen somtyme in the water 
t somtyme on the lond And pei ben half man t half hors 
as I haue seyd before, And pei eten men whan pei may 
take nem. And pere ben ryueres t watres pat ben fuH 32 
byttere, pree sithes more pan is the water of the see. In 
pat contre ben many Griffounes more plentee pan in 
ony other contree Summon seyn pat pei han the body 
vpward as an Eglb And bene the as a lyoun And treuly 36 
pei seyn soth pat pei ben of pat schapp. But o 
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GriffouR hath the body more gret t is more strong 
panne .viij. lyouns, of suche lyouns as ben o this half, 

And more gret t strongere pan an .C. Egles suche as 
4 we han amonge* vs. For o Griffoun pere wil here one griffin 

n ay* i # will fly up 

neynge to his nest a gret hors aif he may fynde him at carrying a 

_ i horse or a 

the poynt or .ij. oxen joked togidere as pei gon at the yoke of 

^ OXGQ* 

plowgh. For he hath his talouns so longe t so large 
8 t grete vpon his feet as pough pei weren homes of grete 
oxen or of bugles or of ky$n, so pat men maken cuppes of 
hem to drynken of. And of hire ribbes and of the 
pennes of hire wenges men maken bowes full stronge to 
12 schote w»tA Arwes t quareH. From pens gon men be 
many iourneyes porgh the lond of Prestre Iohn the grete 
Emperour of ynde, And men elepen his roialme the yle 
of Pentexoire. 

OF THE RYAEE ESTATE OF PRESTRE IOHN Ch. XXXI. 
t OF A RICHE MAN ))AT MADE A MNRHJEYLOUS l 1 fo1 »«i 
CASTEEL AND CLEPED IT PARADYS t OF HIS 
SOTYLTEE. 

16 rpHIS Emperour Prestre Iohn holt fuH gret lond And Prc*ter 
JL hath many fuH noble cytees t gode townes in Empire, 
his Royalme and many grete dyuerse yles t large. For 
aH the contree of ynde is deuysed in yles for the grete 
20 flodes pat comen from P^kadys pat departen aH the lond 
in many parties. And also in the see he hath fuH manye 
yles. And the beste cytee in the yle of Pentexoire is 
Nysb pat is a fuH ryaH cytee t a noble and fuH riche 
24 This Prestre Iohn hath vnder him many kyngee t many 
yles t many dyuerse folk of dyuerse condicionns And this 
lond is fuH gode t ryche, but not so richo as is the lond 
of the grete Chane. For the marchauntes comen not 
28 thider so comounly for to bye merchandises as pei don in 
the lond of the gret Chane, for it is to fer to trauaylle to. 

And on pat other partio, in the yle of Cathay men 
fynden aH maner thing pat is nede to man clothes of 
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gold of silk of 8 pycerye t aH maner auere de poys, And 
ferfore, aH be it fat men han gretter chep in the yle of 
Prestre Iohn, natheless men dreden the longe weye t the 
grete periles in the see in )>o portyes. For in many 4 
places of the see ben grete roches of stones of the 
Adamant, fat of his propre nature draweth iren to liim, 
And ferfore fere passen no schippos fat han oufer bondes 
or nayles of iren witAin hem, And pf fer do anon the 8 
roches of the Adamantes drawen hem to hem, fat neuer 
fei may go fens. I myself haue seen o ferrom in fat see 
as fough it hadde ben a gret yle fuH of trees t buseayHe 
fuH of thornes t breres gret plentee, And the schipmen 12 
tolde vs fat aH fat was of schippes fat weren drawen 
thider be the Adamauntes for the iren 1 fat was in hem. 
And of the roteness t ofer thing fat was witAin the 
schippes grewen such buscaylle t thornes t breres t grene 16 
grass t such maner of thing, And of the mastes t the 
seyH ^erdes it semod a grete wode or a groue. And suchc 
roches ben in many places fere abouten And ferfore dur 
not the marchantes passen fere but pf fei knowen wel 20 
the passages or eH fat fei han gode lodesmen. And also 
fei dreden the longe weye t ferfore thei gon to Cathay 
for it is more nygh. And 3 it is it not so nygh but fat 
men moste ben trauayllynge be see t lond .xj. monethes 24 
or .xij. from Gene or from Venyse or he come to Cathay. 
And $it is the lond of Prestre Iohn more ferr be many 
dredfuH iourneyes And the marchantes passen be the 
kyngdom of Persie t gon to a cytee fat is clept Hermes 28 
for Hermes the Philosopher founded it, And after fat 
fei passen an arm of the see \ fanne fei gon to another 
cytee fat is clept Golbach t fere fei fynden marchandises t 
of Popengayes as gret plentee as men fynden here of gees. 32 
And $if fei wil passen ferthere fei may gon sykerly jnow. 

In fat contree is but lytyH whete or barly t ferfore fei 
eten Ry^s t hony t myllc t chese t frute. This 
Emperour Prestre Iohn taketh aHweys to his wif the 36 
doughter of the grete Chane And the grete Chane also 
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in the same wise the dough ter of Prestre Iohn, For peise 
.ij. ben the grettest lordee vndir the firmament. In the 
loud of Prestre Iohn ben many dyuerse thinges t inanye 
4 preciowe stones so greto t so largo fat men maken of hew 
vessel! As plate res, dissclies t cuppes t many oper 
inerueyles bon fere fat it were to combrous 1 and to long 
to putten it in scripture of bokes. But of the principal! 
8 ylos t of his estate and of his lawo I scliaii telle 30U 
soin partyo. This Emperour Prestre Iohn is cristuno 
And a gret partio of his contree also, But ^ifc fei haue not 
aH the Articles of" oure feyth as wee hauen. ]jei beleuen 
12 wel in the fader, in the sono and in the holy gost And fei 
ben full deuoute t right trewe on to a nother And fei 
sette not be no barettes no by cawteles ne of no disceytes. 
And he hath vnder him .lxxij. prouynces And in euery 
16 prouynco is a kyng And feise kynges han kynges vnder 
hem, t alle ben tributaries to Prestre Iohn. And he 
hath in his lordschipes many greto merueylos, For in 
his contree is the see fat men clopon the Grauely see 
20 fat is aH graueH and sond witAouten ony dropo of water. 
And it ebbeth t floweth in grete wawes as ofer sees don. 
And it is neuer stillo no in pes in no maner cesoun And 
noman may passe fat see be navyo ne be no maner 
24 of craft t ferforo may no man kuowo what lond is 
beyond fat see. And all be it fat ( l ) it haue no water 
$it men fynden fere in t on the bankes fuH gode fissch 
of other maner of kynde t scliapp panne men fynden in 
28 ony other see t fei ben of right goode tast t delicyous 
to mannes mete. And a .iij. iourneys long fro fat 

see ben grete mountaynes out of the wliiche goth out 
a gret flood fat cometh out of Paradys t it is fuH 
32 of precious stones witAouten ony drope of water 
t it renneth porgh the desert on fat o syde, so fat it 
makoth the see grauely And it bereth into fat see t fere 
it endeth. And fat Homme renneth also .iij. dayes in the 
36 woke t bryngeth with him grete stones i the roches 2 also 

f 1 ) pat, repeated, C. 
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perew»tA and pat gret plentee, And anon as pei ben entred 
in to the grauely see pei bon seyn nomore, but lost for 
eueremore. And in po .iij. dayes pot that ryuere renneth 
noman dar entren in to it, But in the oper dayes men dar 4 
entren wel ynow. Also be^onde pot flomme, more 
vpward to the desertes is a gret pleyn all grauelly betwene 
the mountaynes. And in pot playn euery day at the sonne 
risynge begynnen to growe smale trees t pei growen til 8 
mydday berynge frute. But noman dar taken of pot 
frute for it is a thing of Fayryk. And after Midday pei 
discrecen t entren a$en in to the erthe, so pot at the 
goynge doun of the sonne pei apperen no more t so pei 12 
don euery day t pot is a gret mervaylle. In pot desert 
ben many wylde men pot ben liidouse to loken on for pei 
ben horned And pei speken nought but pei gronten as 
pygges. And pere is also gret plente[e]( 1 ) of wylde lioundes,*16 
And pere ben manyo Popeqayes pot pei clepen Psitakes 
in hire langage And pei speken of hire propre nature t 
saluen men pot gon porgh the desertes t speken to hem 
al8 appertely as pougli it were a man. And pei pot speken 20 
wel han a large tonge t ban .v. toos vpon a fote. And 
pere ben also of oper manere, pot han but .iij. toos vpon a 
fote And pei speken not or but litiB for pei cone not but 
cryen. This Emperour Prestre Iohn whan he goth into 24 
bataylle a^enst ony other lord, he hath no baneres born 
before him But he hath .iij. crosses of gold fyn grete t 
hye, fuB of precious stones. And euery of po cross ben 
sett in a chariot fuB richely arrayed. And for to kepen 28 
euery cros ben ordeyned .x. MiB. 1 men of armes t mo pan 
an .C.M*. men on fote in mauer as men wolde kepc a 
standard in oure contrees Whan pot wee ben in lond of 
werre. And this nombre of folk is witAouton the princy- 32 
paB hoost t witAouten wenges ordeynd for the bataylle. 
And whan he hath no werre, but rideth witA a pryuy 
meynee panne he hath bore before him but o cros of 
tree witAouten peynture t wttAouten gold or siluer or 36 

(*) plenteo, C. 
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precious stones in remembrance \>at Ihesu crist suffred 
deth vpon a cros of tree. And he hath born before him 
also a plater of gold fuH of erthe in tokene pat his nobless 
4 t his myglit t liis flessch schaH turnen to erthe. And he 
hath born before him also a vosseH of siluer fuH of noble 
jewelles of gold fuH riche t of precious stones in tokene 
of his lordschipe t of his nobless t of his myght. He 
8 duelleth comounly in the cytee of Suse t pere is his 
principal! palays pat is so riche t so noble pat noman wil 
trowe it by estiinacioun but he had seen it. And abouen 
the chief tour of the palays ben .ij. rounde pomeles of 
12 gold Aud in euerych of hem ben .ij. charboncles grete t 
large pat schynen fuH brighte vpon the nyght And the 
principall ^ates of his palays ben of a precious ston pat 
men clepen Sabdoyne And the bordure t the barres ben 
16 of Iuorye And the wyndowes of the lialles t chambves 
ben of CRiSTAbL Aud the tables whoreon men eten somme 

# 

ben of Emeraudes, sumine of Amatyst t somme of gold 
fuH of precious stones And the pileres )>at beren vp the 
20 tables ben of the same precious stones And the degrees to 
gon vp to his throne where he sitteth at J>e mete on is of 
Oniche, AnoJ>er is of gristam, t anoj>er of Iaspre grene, 
AnoJjer of amatyst, Anoper of Sardyne, AnoJ>er of 
24 Cobnelinb. And the .vij. pat he setteth onne his feet 
is of 1 Crisolyte. And aH peise degrees ben bordured 
witA fyn gold with the totliere precyous stones sett wit A 
grete perles oryent. And the sydes of the sege of his 
28 throne ben of Emeraudes t bordured wit A gold fuH 
nobely And dubbed witA o per precious stones and grete 
perles. And aH the pileres in his chambre ben of fyne 
gold witA precious stones t witA manye Charboncles pat 
32 $euen gret lyght vpon the nyght to aH peple. And aH be it 
pat the Charboncle 3 eue lyght right ynow, natheles at alle 
tymes brenneth a vessel! of Cribtall fuH of Bawme for 
to 3 euen gode smeH t odour to the Emperour t to voyden 
36 awey aH wykkede eyres t corrupciouns. And the forme 
of liis bedd is of fyne saphires bended witA gold for to 
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make him slopeu wel t to refreynen him from lechrye. 
For he wiH not ly$e with his wyfes hut .iiij. sithes in the 
^eer after the .iiij. cesouns, And pat is only for to engendre 
children. He hath also a full fayr palays t a noble at 4 
the cytee of Nyse where pat he duelleth whan him best 
lyketh. But the Ayr is not so attempree as it is at the 
cytee of Susa. And $ee schuH vnderstonde pat in aH his 
con tree ne in the con trees pere all aboute men eten noght 8 
but ones in the day, but $if pat men maken hem in the 
court of the grete Chane. And so pei eten euery day in 

ti M» 

his court mo panne .xxx. persones, witAouten goeres 

t 

t comeres. But the .xxx. .m. + persones of his contree ne 12 
of the contree of the grete Chane ne spenden nought so 
moche gode as don .xij. .M. 1 of oure contree. This Emperour 
Prestre Iohn hath euereraore .vij. kynges with him to 
serufen him And pei departen hire seruice be certeyn 16 
monethes And with poise kynges seruen aH weys .lxxij. 
Dukes And .ccc. t .lx. Erles. And aH the dayes of the $eer 
pere eten 1 in his lioushold t in his Court .xij. Erche- 
bysshoppes t .xx. Bisshoppes. And the Patriark of seynt 20 
Thomas is pere as is the Pope here And the Erchebis- 
shoppes t the Bisshoppes t the abbottos in paf'contree 
ben alle kynges. And euerych of poise grete lordes 
knowen vel ynow the Attendance of hire seruycc. The 24 
on is mayster of his houshold, Anoper is his chambirleyn, 
Anoper serueth him of a dyssch, Anoper of the cuppe, 
Anoper is Styward, Anoper is MareschaH, Anoper is 
Pry nee of his Amies; And pus is he fuH nobely t 28 
ryally serued. And his loud dureth in verry brede .iiij, 
monethes iorneyes And in lengtho out of mesuro, pat is 
to seyne AH the yles vnder erthe pat wee supposen to ben 
vnder vs. Besyde the ylo of Pentexoire pat is the lond 32 
of Prestre Iohn is a gret yle long t brodo pat men clepen 
Mil8torak t it is in the lordschipe of Prestre Iohn. In 
pat ylo is gret plentee of godes. pere was dwellynge 
somtyme a riche man t it is not longe sithe t men clept 36 
him Gatholonabes t he was fuH of cauteles t of sotyH 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 



185 


[CH. XXXI. PRESTER JOHN. THE ASSASSINS.] 


disceytes. And he hadde a fuH fair casteH t a strong in 
a mountayne, so strong t so noble pat noman cowde 
devise a fairere ne a strengere. And he had let muren all 
4 the mountayne aboute with a strong wall t a fair And 
witAjnne po walles he had the fairest gardyn pat ony man 
myghte beholde t perein were trees berynge aH raaner of 
frutes pot ony man cowde deuyse. And perein were 
8 also aH maner vertuous herbes of gode smell and 
aH oper herbes also pot beren faire floures. And he 
had also in pot gardyn many faire welles, And beside 
po welles he had lete mako faire halles t 1 faire 
12 chambres depeynted aH with gold t azure. And pere 
weren jn pot place many a dyuerse thinges And manye 
dyuerse storyes. And of bestes t of bryddes pat songen 
fuH delectabely t nieveden be craft, pot it semede pot pei 
1 » weren quyko. And he had also in liis gardyn aH maner 
of foules t of bestes pot ony man myghte tlienke on for 
to haue pley or desport to beholde hew. And he had 
also in pot place the fairesto damyseles pot myghte ben 
20 founde vnder the age of .xv. $eer And the faireste 3 onge 
striplynges pot men myghte gete of pot same age; And 
aH pei weren clothed in clothes of gold fuH richely And 
he scyde pot po weren aungeles. And he had also let 
24 mako .iij. welles faire t noble t aH envyround with ston 
of jaspre, of cristaH, dyapred with gold t sett wit h 
precious stones t grete orient perles. And he had made 
a conduyt vnder erthe so pot the .iij. welles at his list on 
28 scholde renne mylk, Anoper wyn t anoper hony; And 
pat place he clept poradys. And whan pot ony gode 
knyght pot was hardy t noble cam to see this rialtee, 
he wolde lede him in to his poradys t schewen hiw peise 
32 wonderfuH thinges to his desport t the merueyllous t 
delicious song of dyuerse briddes t the faire damyseles 
t the faire welles of mylk of wyn t of hony plentevous 
rennynge. And he wolde let make dyuerse jnstrumentes 
36 of Musik to sownen in an high tour so rncrily pot it was 
ioye for to here t noman scholde see the craft pere of. 
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And po he seyde weren aungeles of god t pat place was 
poradys pat god had behight to his frendes eeyeuge : Dabo 

VOB IS TERR AM FLUENTEM LACTE t MELLE. And panne 

wolde he maken hew to drynken of a certeyn drynk 4 
whereof anon pei scholden 1 be dronken And panne wolde 
hew thinken gretter delyt pan pei hadden before. And 
pan wolde he seye to hew pot }if they wolde dyen for 
hiw t for his loue pot after hire deth pei scholde come 8 
to his poradys t pei scholden ben of the age of po 
damyselles t pei scholde pleyen with hew t $it ben 
inaydenes. And after pot jit scholde he putten hew in 
a fayrere poradys, where pot pei scholde see god of 12 
nature visibely in his magestee and in his blisse. And 
pan wolde he schewe hew his entent And seye hew pat $if 
pei wolde go sle such a lord or such a man pat was his 
enemye or contrariows to his list, pot pei scholde not 16 
drede to don it t for to be slayn perfore hew self, for 
after hire deth he wolde putten hew in to anoper poradys, 
pot was an .C. fold fairere pan ony of the tothere t pere 
scholde pei dwellen with the most fairest damyselles pot 20 
myghte be t pley with hew eueremore. And pus wenton 
many dyuerse lusty Bacheleres for to slo grete lordes 
in dyuerse contrees pot weren his enemyes t made 
hewself to ben slayn in hope to liaue pot poradys. And 24 
p us often tyme he was revenged of his enemyes be his 
sotyH disceytes t false cawteles. And whan the worthi 
men of the contree hadden [>erceyued this sotyH falshod 
of this Gathoi.onabes, pei assembled hew with forco t 28 
assayleden his castfcH t slowen hiw t destroyeden aH 
the faire places t aH the nobletees of pot poradys. The 
place of the welles t of the walles t of many oper thinges 
ben ^it apertly sene, but the ricchesse is voyded clene; 32 
And it is not longes gon sith pot place was destroyed. 
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OF THE DEUELES HEDE IN THE VALEYE cb.xxxn. 
PERILOUS, AND OF THE CUSTOMS OF FOLK 
IN DYUA7RSE YLES pAT BEN ABOUTEN IN 
THE LORDSCHIPE OF PRESTRE IOHN. 


B ESYDE pat yle of Mistorak vpon the left syde 
nygh to the ryuere of Phison is a merueylows 
thing, pere is 1 a vale betwene the mountaynes pat 
4 dureth nygh a .iiij. myle And summen clepen it the 
vale enchaunted, Somme clepen it the vale of deueles 
t somme clepen it pe vale perilous. In pat vale heren 
men often tyme grete tempestes and thondres t grete 
8 murmures t noyses aH dayes t nyghtes And gret noyse 
as it wore sown of tabours and of nalceres t of trompes, 
as pough it were of a grot feste. This vale is aB fuB 
of deueles t hath ben aBweys. And men seyn pere pat 
12 it is on of the entrees of holle. In pat vale is gret 
plentee of gold t syluer, Wlierfore many mysbeleuynge 
men t manye cristeno men also gon in oftentyme for to 
hauo of the thresoure pat pere is, But fowe comen a 3 cn 
16 t namely of the mysbcleevynge men, no of the cristene 
men nouper, for anon pei ben strangled of deueles. And 
in mydd place of pat vale vnder a roclie is an bed t 
the visage of a deuyl bodyliche, fuB horrible t dredfuB. 
20 to se. And it scheweth not, but the lied to the schuldros, 
But pero is noman in the world so hardy, cristene man 
ne other, but pat he wolde ben adrad for to beliolde it 
t J>at it wolde semen him to dye for drede, so is it 
24 hidouso for to beholdo. For he belioldeth euery man so 
scharply with dredfuB oyen pat ben eueremoro mevynge 
t sparklyngo as fuyre t chaungeth t stereth so often 
in dyuerse manore with so horrible contenance, pat noman 
28 dar not neighen towardes him. And fro him cometh out 
smoke t stynkando fuyr t so moche abhomynacioun, pat 
vnethe noman may pere endure. But the godo cristene 
men pat ben stable in the feyth entron weB witAouten 
32 perile, For pei wil first schryuen hem t marken hem 
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l> fol. 119 6] 


Some of my 
party agreed 
to enter. 

Two friars 
promised to 
join us. 


Fourteen 
went in, 
nine came 
back. 


We found 
much 
treasure 
there, but I 
touched 
none of it. 


12 fol. 120a] 


Many dead 
iKxlies lay 
by the way. 
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with the tokene of the holy cros, so fat the fendes lie 
han 1 no power ouer hew. But all be it fat pei ben 
witAouten perile $it natheles ne ben pei not witAouten 
drede whan pat |jei seen the deueles visibely and bodyly 4 
all abouto hew, fat maken full many dyuerse assautes 
t manaces in eyr t in ertho t agasten liew with strokes 
of thonder blastes and of tempestes, and the moste drede 
is, fat god wolo taken vengeance fanne of fat fat men 8 
han mysdon a$en his willo. And $ee schuH vndirstonde 
fat whan my felowes and I weren in fat vale wee weren 
in gret thought whefer fat we dursten putten oure Ixidyes 
in aventure to gon in or non, in the protectioun of god. 12 
And sowme of oure felowes accordeden to cntre t sowme 
noght. So fere weren with vs .ij. worthi men Frere 
Menoures, fat weren of lombardye fat seyden fat ^if 
ony man wolde entren, fei wolde gon in with vs. And 1G 
whan pei liadden seyd so vpon the gracyows trust of 
god t of hew wee leet synge masse t made euery man 
to ben scliryuen t houseld. And fanne wee entreden 
.xiiij. persones, But at oure goyngo out wee weren but 20 
.ix. And so wee wisten neuere whefer fat oure felowes 
weren lost or eH turned a$en for drede, But wee ne saugh 
hew neuer after; And fo weren .ij. men of Grkcb t 
.iij. of Spayne. And oure ofer felowes fat wolden not 24 
gon in with vs fei wenten by another coste tc ben before 
vs t so fei were. And pns wee passeden fat perilouse 
vale t founden ferjnne gold t syluer t precious stones 
t riche jewelles gret plentee, bothe here t fere as vs 28 
semed. But whefer fat it was as vs semede, I wot nere 
for I touched none, be cause fat the deueles ben so subtyle 
to make a thing to seme otherwise fan it is for to disceyue 
mankynde t ferfore I towched none And also because 32 
fat I wolde not ben put out of my 2 deuocioun, for I was 
more deuout fanne fan euere I was before or after, And 
aH for the drede of fendes fat I saugh in dyuerse figures 
And also for the gret mwltytude of dede bodyes fat I 36 
saugh fere liggynge be the weye be aH the vale as 
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pough pere had ben a bataylle betwene .ij. kynges 
t the myghtyest of the contree, t J?ut tlie gretter partye 
had ben discomfyted t slayn. And I trowe pat vnethe 
4 scholde ony contree haue so mocho peplo witAin him as 
lay slayn in pot vale, as vs thoughte, the whiche was an 
hidouse sight to seen. And I merueylled moche pot pere 
weren so manye t the bodyes all hole witAouten rotynge, 
8 But I trowe pat fendes made hem semen to ben so hole 
witAouten rotynge. But pat myghte not ben to myn 
avys pot so manye scholde haue entred so newely ne so 
manye newely slayn witAouten stynkynge t rotynge. 
12 And manye of hem weren in habite of cristene men, But 
I trowe wel pot it weren of suche pat wenten in for 
couetyse of the thresoure pot was pore t hadden ouer- 
moche feblenesse in the feith, so pot hire hertes ne myghte 
16 not enduren in the beleve for drede; And perfore weren 
wee the more deuout a gret del. And $it wee weren cast 
doun t beten down many tymes to the hard erthe be 
wyndes and thondres t tempestes, But eueremoro god of 
20 his grace halp vs, And so wee passed pot perilous vale 
witAouten perile t witAouten encombrance, thanked be aH 
myghty godd. After this be$onde pot vale is a gret yle 
Where the folk ben grcte Geauntes of .xxviij. fote longe 
24 or of .xxx. fote long And pei han no clothinge but of 
skynnes of bestes pat pei hangen vpon hem And pei 
eten no breed, But all raw flesch t pei drynken mylk of 
bestes, for pei han plentee of aH bestaylle ; And pei haue 
28 none houses to lyen 1 jnne. And pei eten more gladly 
mannes flesch panne ony oper flesch. In to pot yle dar 
noman gladly entren, And $if pei seen a schipp t men 
perejnne, Anon pei entren in to the see for to take hem. 
32 And men seyden vs pat in an yle be^onde pat weren 
Geant&s of grettere stature, summe of .xlv. fote or of .1. 
fote long And as sommemen seyn, summe of .1. cubytes 

long. But I sagh none of po, for I hadde no lust to go 

# 

36 to po porties, because pat noman cometh nouper into pot 
yle ne into pot oper, but $if he be deuoured anon. And 
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Women tlwt 
kill with a 
look. 


The fools of 
despair/ 


[» fol. 121 o] 


among po geauntes ben scheep als grete as oxen here t pei 
beren gret wolle t rough; Of po scheep I haue seyn many 
tymes. And men han seen many tymes ]>o Geauntes 
taken men in the see out of hire schippes t broughte 4 
hem to londe .ij. in on hond t .ij. in anoper, etynge hem 
goynge aB raw t aB quyk. Anoper yle is pere toward 
the north in the see Occean, where pat ben fuB cruele t 
ful euele wommen of nature t pei han precious stonos in 8 
hire eyen. And pei ben of pat kynde, pat }if pei beholden 
ony man with wratthe pei slen him anon with the be- 
holdynge, as doth the Basilisk. Anoper yle is pere fuB 
fair t gode t gret t fuB of peple Where the custom is 12 
such, pat the firste nyght pat pei ben maryed pei maken 
anoper man to lye be hire wifes for to haue hire mayden¬ 
hode, t perfore pei taken gret huyre t gret thank. And 
per ben certeyn men in euery town pat seruen of non 16 
other thing And pei clepen hem Cadeberiz, pat is to 
seyne: the foies of wanhope. For pei of the contree 
holden it so gret a thing t so perilows for to haue the 
maydenhode of a womman, pat hem semeth pat pei pat 20 
hauen first 1 the maydenhode putteth him in auenture of 
his lif. And $if the husbonde fynde his wif mayden that 
oper next nyght after pat sche scholde haue ben leyn by 
of the man pat is assigned pevefore, peraunter for dron- 24 
keness or for sum other cause, the husbonde schaB pleyne 
vpon him pat he hath not don his deveer in such crueB 
wise as pough the officere wolde haue slayn him. But 
after the firste nyght pat pei ben leyn by pei kepen hem 28 
so streytely pat pei ben not so hardy to speke witA no 
man. And I asked hem the cause whi pat pei helden 
such custom t pei seyden me pat of olde tyme men hadden 
ben dede for deflourynge of maydeues pat hadden serpentes 32 
in hire bodyes pat stongen men vpon hire ^erdes, pat 
pei dyeden anon. And perfore pei helden pat custom to 
make oper men ordeynd perfore, to lye be hire wyfes for 
drede of deth t to assaye the passage be another [rather] ( J ) 36 

(’) rather, missing in C. 
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fan for to putte hem in fat auenture. After fat is 
anoper yle where fat woramen maken gret sorwe wlion 
hire children ben yborn And whan fei dyen pei maken 
4 gret feste t gret ioye t reueH t panne fei casten hern into 
a gret fuyr brennynge. And fo fat louen wel hire hus- 
bondes, $if hire husbondee ben dede, fei casten hem also 
in the fuyr wttA hire children t brennen hem. And fei 
8 seyn fat the fuyr schatt clensen hem of all filthes t of aH 
vices And fei schuH gon pured t clene into anoper world 
to hire husbondee, t fei schuH leden hire children with 
hem. And the cause whi fat fei wepen whan hire chil- 
12 dren ben bom is fis : for whan fei comen into this world, 
fei comen to 1 labour, sorwe and heuyness. And whi fei 
maken ioye and gladnesse at hire dyenge is because fat 
as fei seyn panne fei gon to paradys, where the ryueres 
16 rennen mylk t hony, where fat men seen hem in ioye t in 
habundance of godes, witAouten sorwe t labour. In fat 
yle men maken hire kyng eueremore be electioun And 
fey ne chesen him nought for no noblesse ne for no 
20 ricchess, but such on as is of gode maneres t of gode 
condictouns, t perewttAaH rightfuH; And also fat he be 


Birth causes 
mourning, 
death raises 
Joy. 


Sattee: tire 
purities. 


This world 
is full of 
sorrows, 

[i fol. 121 b) 


Kings are 
olectejl. 


Old and 
childless 


of gret Age t fat he haue no children. In fat yle men jj^noniy 
ben fuH rightfuH and fei don rightfuH Iuggementes in kin fe' 8 - 
24 euery cause, bothe of riche t pore, smale and grete, after 
the qwantytee of the trespas fat is mysdon. And the kyng 
may nought deme noman to deth witAouten assent of his 
barouns t oferwyse men of conseiH t fat aH the court 
28 acorde ferto. And $if the kyng himself do ony homy- criminal 
cydie or ony cry me, as to sle a man or ony such cas, boycotted, 
he schaH dye ferefore, but he schaH not be slayn as 
another man, But men schuH defende in peyne of deth 
32 fat noman be so hardy to make him companye, no to 
speke with hym, ne fat noman $eue him ne selle him ne 
serue him nouther of mete ne of drynk; And so schaH 
he dye in myschef. Jjei spare noman fat hath trespaced 
36 nouper for loue ne for fauour ne for ricchess ne for 
nobless, but fat he schaH haue after fat he hath don. 
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Hares and 



ept as pets, 
not to be 
eaten. 


[i fol. 122 a] 

Community 
of wives. 


Children are 
fathered on 
anybody. 


Crocodiles. 


How cotton 
grows. 


Wood that 
bums a 
year; incom¬ 
bustible and 
hard woods. 


The giraffe. 


Be^onde pat yle is another yle where is gret multytude of 
folk t pei wole not for noting eten flescfi. of hares ne of 
hennes ne of gees; And $it J>ei hryngen forth ynowe for 
to seen hem t to beholden hem only. But J>ei eten 4 

flessch of all o)>er bestes -t drynken mylk. In pat contree 
pei Haken hire doughtres t hire sustres to here wyfes t 
hire o)>ere kynneswommen, And $if pere ben .x. men or 
,xij. men or mo dwellynge in an hows, the wif of euerych 8 
of hem schaH ben comoun to hem alle )>at duellen in pat 
hows, So pat euery man may liggen witA whom he wole 
of hem on o nyght t with another Another nyght. And 
$if sche haue ony child sche may $eue it to what man 12 
pat sche list pat hath companyed with hire, so pat noman 
knoweth pere Wheper the child be his or anoperes. And $if 
ony man seyo to hem pat pei norisschen oper mennes 
children, pei answeren pat so don oper men hires. In 16 
pat contre -t be aH ynde ben gret plentee of Cokodrilles, 
pat is a maner of a long serpent as I haue seyd before. 
And in the nyght pei dwellon in the water t on the day 
vpon the lond in roches t in Caues. And pei ete no 20 
mote in alt the wynter, but pei ly$n as in a drem, as 
don the serpentes. Jjeise serpentes slen men t pei eten 
hem wepynge. And whan pei eten pei meven the ouer- 
jowe t nought the nether iowe t pei haue no tonge. In 24 
pat contree t in many opere be^onde pat t also in manye 
on this half, men putten in werke the sede of cotoun 
And pei so wen it euery }eer t pan groweth it in smale 
trees pat beren cotoun. And so don men euery $ere, so 28 
pat pere is plentee of cotoun at aH tymes. Item in this 
yle t in many opere pere is a maner of wode hard t 
strong, Whoso couereth the coles of pat wode vnder the 
assches pereoffe, the coles wil duellen t abyden aH quyk 32 
a }ere or more. And pat tre hath many leves as the 
Gynypre hath, t pere ben also many trees pat of nature 
pei wole neuer brenne ne rote in no manere. And pere 
ben note trees pat beren notes als grete as a mannes hed. 36 
Jjere also be many bestee pat ben clept Orafles, In 
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Ababye fei lien clept Gerfauntz, 1 fat is a best pomelee or 
spotted, fat [is] (*) but a lity H more high fan is a stede, But 

ti 

he hath the neeke a .xx. cubytes long, And his croupe -k 
4 his tayl is as of an hert And he may loken ouer a gret 
high hous. And fere ben also in fat contree manye 
Camles, fat is a lytiH best as a Goot fat is wylde t he 
lyueth be the eyr and eteth nought ne drynketh nought 
8 at no tyme. And he chaungcth his colour oftentyme, 
For men seen him often sithes now in o colour t now 
in anofer colour, And he may chaunge him in to aH 
maner coloures fat him list, saf only in to red t white. 
12 j>sre hen also in fat contree passynge grete serpentee, 

XX 

Summe of .vj. fote long t fei ben of dyuerse coloures as 
rayed rede, grene t ^alowe, blewe t blako t aH spekelede. 
t fere ben ofere fat han crestes vpon hire hedes t fei gon 
16 [vpon] ( 2 ) hire feet vpright And fei ben wel a .iiij. fadme 
gret or more. And fei duollen aHwey in roches or in 
mountaynes ( 3 ) And fei han aHwey the throte open, of 
whens fei droppen venym aHweys. And fere ben also 
20 wylde swyn of many coloures als grete as ben oxen in 
oure contree t fei ben aH spotted as ben ^onge fownes. 
And fere ben also vrchounes als grete as wylde swyn 
here, Wee clepen hem Porcz de spyne. And fere ben 
24 lyouns aH white grot t myghty. And fere ben also of 
ofer bestes als grete t more gretter fan is a destrere, 
And men clepen hem Loebancz And summen clepen hem 
Odknthos And fei han a blak hed t .iij. longe homes 
28 trenchant in the front scharpe as a swerd i the body is 
sclendre; And he is a fuH felonons best And he chaceth 
t sleeth the 2 Olifant. Jjere ben also manye ofer bestes 
fuH wykked t crueH fat ben not mocheles more fan a 
32 here And fei han the liede lych a Bore t fei han .vj. 
feet And on euery. foote .ij. large clawes trenchant And 
the body is lych a Bere, t the tayl as a lyoun. And 
fere ben also myse als grete as houndes t 3 alowe myse 
36 als grete as rabenes. And fere ben Gees aH rede fra 
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MANDEVILLE. 


( 2 ) vpo, C. 
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sithes more gret pan oure here t pei lian the lied, the 
necke t the brest att blak. And mauy o]>er dyuerse 
bestes ben in po contrees t eHwhere pere abouten t 
manye dyuerse briddes also, of the whiche it were to longe 4 
for to teH jou t perfore I passe ouer at this tyme. 


ch. xxxiii. OF THE GODENESS OF THE FOLK OF THE 

YLE OF BRAGMAN; OF KYNG ALISANDRE, 
AND WHERFOR2? THE EMFEROUR OF YNDE 
IS CLEPT V REST RE 10 HN. 


The Isle of 
BrahmaDs. 

Their 

virtues. 


They obey 
the ten 
command¬ 
ments. 


[i fol. 123 ft] 


Their 

climate is as 
good as they 
are. 


A ND be^onde pat yle is anoper yle gret t gode and 
plentifoos where pat ben gode folk t trewe and 
of gode lyuynge after hire beleve and of gode feyth. 8 
And aH be it pat pei ben not cristned ne haue no perfyt 
lawe, $it natheles of kyndely lawe pei ben fuH of aH 
vertue t pei eschewen aH vices t aH malices t aH synnes. 
For pei ben not proudo ne couoytoos no envyoos ne 12 
wrathfuH ne glotouns ne leccherous Ne pei don to no 
man oper wise pan pei wolde pat oper men diden to hem. 
And in this poynt pei fuHfillen tlie .x. commandementes 
of god, And pf no charge of aveer ne of ricchess And pei 16 
lye not ne pei swere not for non occasioun, but pei seyn 
symply $e and nay, For pei seyn he pat swereth wil 
disceyue his neyghbore; And perfore aH pat pei don pei 
don it witAouten oth. And men clepen pat yle the yle 20 
of Braoman, And somme men clepen it the lond of feyth. 

1 And porgh pat lond renneth a gret ryuere pat is clept 
Thebe. And in generaH aH the men of po yles t of aH 
the marches pereabouten ben more trewe pan in ony 24 
othere contrees pereabouten t more rightfuH pan opere 
in aH thinges. In pat yle is no thef ne mordrere ne 
comoun womman ne pore beggere ne neuere was man 
slayn in pat contree. And pei ben so cliast t leden so 28 
gode lif as pat pei weren religions men, And pei fasten 
aH dayes. And because pei ben so trewe t so rightfuH 
t so fuH of aH gode condiciouns pei weren neuere greued 
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witA lempestes ne with thornier ne wit A leyt ne wit A 
hayl ne witA pestylence ne witA werre ne witA hunger 
ne [with] (*) non oper tribulacioufi, as wee ben many tymes 
4 amonges vs for oure sylines. Wherfore it semeth wel pat 
god loueth hem t is plesed witA hire creance for hire gode 
dedes. Jjei beleven wel in god pat made aH thinges t 
him pei worschipen. And J>ei preysen non erthely 
8 ricchess, And so pei ben alt rightfuH And pei lyuen fuH 
ordynatly t so sobrely in mete t drynk, pat ]>ei lyuen 
right longe. And the most part of hem dyen witAouten 
sykness whan nature fayleth hem for elde. And it 
12 befeH in kyng Alisandres tyme pat he purposed him 
to conquere )>at yle t to maken hem to holden of him. 
And whan pei of the centre herden it ]>ei senten 
Messangeres to him witA leWres pat seyden thus : What 
16 may ben ynow to pat man to whom aH the world is 
insuffisant? jJou schalt fynde no thing in vs pat may 
cause pe to werren a^enst vs. For wee haue no ricchess 
ne none wee coueyten, Aud alt the godes of oure contree 
20 ben in comoun. Oure mete pat wee susteyne witA aH 
oure bodyes is oure ricchess, And in 1 stede of tresour of 
gold t syluer wee maken oure tresoure of accord t pees 
t for to loue euery man oper. And for to apparaylle 
24 witA oure bodyes wee vsen a sely lityH clout for to 
wrappen in oure careynes. Oure wyfes ne ben not 
arrayed for to make no man plesance, but only 
conn able array for to eschewe folye. Whan men peynen 
28 hem to arraye the body for to make it semen fayrere pan 
god made it, pei don gret synne, For man schold not 
devise ne Aske gretter beautee pan god hath ordeyned 
man to ben at his birthe. The erthe mynystreth to vs 
32 -ij. thinges : Oure Mode pat cometh of the erthe pat wee 
lyue by t oure sepulture after oure deth. Woe haue ben in 
perpetueH pees tiH now pat pou come to disherite vs. And 
also wee haue a kyng nought only for to do lustice to 
36 euery man, for he schaH fynde no forfete among vs, but 

(*) wit, C. 


God loves 
them. 


Their 
message to 
King 

Alexander. 


We are 
poor. 


[ifol. 124 a] 


The earth 
provides ua 
with food 
and with 
graves. 
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We need 
neither law 
courts nor 
punish¬ 
ments. 


Alexander 
confirms 
their peace. 


Oxydraces 
or Gymno- 
sophists. 

[l fol. 124 6] 


Alexander 
offers to 
grant them 
any request. 


They ask 
for im¬ 
mortality. 


They 

reprove him 
for his 
pride. 

He must 
leave all his 
earthly 
goods. 


for to kepe nobless t for to scliewe pat wee ben obeyssant 
wee haue a kyng. f]or Iustice ne hath not among vb no 
place, for wee don to noman oper wise )>an wee desiren 
pot men don to vs, so pat rightwisness ne vengeance han 4 
nought to don amonges vs/so pat no thing pou may take 
fro vs but oure gode pos pat ah weys hath dured among 
vs. And whan kyng Alisandre had rad peise lettres he 
thoughte pot he scholde do gret synne for to trouble hew 8 
And panue he sente hem surteez pat pei scholde not ben 
aferd of him t pat pei scholde kepen hire gode maneres 
t hire gode pees as pei hadden vsed before of custom t 
so he let hem allone. Anoper yle pere is pat men clepen 12 
Oxidrate t anoper yle pat men clepen Gynosophb 
Where pere is also gode folk t fuH of gode feyth. And 
pei holden for the moste 1 partye the gode condiciouns 
and customs t gode maneres as men of the contree aboue- 16 
seyd, but pei gon all naked. Into pat yle entred kyng 
Alisandre to see the manere, And whan he saugh hire 
gret feyth t hire trouthe pat was amonges hem, he seyde 
pat he wolde not greuen hem And bad hem aske of hym 20 
what pat pei wolde haue of him, ricchess or ony thing 
elles t pei scholde haue it witA gode wille. And pei 
ai)8werden pat he was riche ynow pat hadde mete t 
drynke to susteyne the body witA, For the ricchess of 24 
this world pat is transitorie is not worth. But $if it were 
in his powere to make hem jnmortaH, pereof wolde pei 
preyen him t thanken him. And Alisandre answerde 
hem pat it was not in his powere to don it, because he 28 
was mortcH as pei were. And panne pei asked him whi 
he was so proud t so fierce t so besy for to putten all the 
world vnder his subiectioun, right as pou were a god t hast 
no terme of thi lif, neiper day ne hour, And wylnest to 32 
haue aH the world at thi commandement, pat schaH leve pe 
* witAouten fayle or pou leve it. And right as it hath ben 
to oper mew before pe, right so it schaH ben to opere after pe 
And from hens schaltow bere no thyng, But as pou were 36 
born naked, right so aH naked schall pi body ben turned 
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God loves 
natural faith 
in heathens 

P fol. 125 a] 


Differences 
of religion 
do. not 
niAtter. 


Holy Writ 
allows of a 
variety of 
religions. 


into erthe pat pou were made of. Wherfore pou seholdest 
thenke t jmpresse it in thi myndepotno ping is junior tail 
but only god pot made aH ping. Bo the whiclie auswere 
4 Alisandre was gretly astoneyed t abayst t ail confuse 
deported from hem. And aH be it pat theyse folk han 
not the articles of oure feyth as wee ban, natheles for 
hire gode feyth natureH t for hire gode entent I trowe fully 
8 pot god loueth hem t pat god [taketh] ( x ) hire seruyse to 
gree, right as he did of Iob pot was a paynem t held 1 him 
for his tftwe seruant. And perfore aH be it pot pere ben 
many dyuerse lawes in the world, $it I trowe pot god 
12 loueth alweys hem pat louen him t seruen him mekely in 
trouthe And namely hem pot dispysen the veyn glorie 
of this world, as pis folk don i as job did also. And 
perfore seyde oure lord be the mouth of Ozee the 
16 prophete: Ponam eis multiplices leges meas. And also 
in another place: Qui totum orbem subdit suis legibus. 

And also oure lord seyth in the gospcH : Alias oubs 
habbo, que non sunt ex hoc ouiLi. £at is to seyno pot 
20 he hadde othere seruawntes pan po pat ben vnder cristeno 
lawe. And to pot acordeth the avisioun pot seynt Peter 
saugh at Iaff, How the aungcl cam from heuene t 
brouglite before him «dyuerse bestes as serpentes t oper 
24 crepynge bestes of the erthe t of oper also gret plentee, and 
bad him take t etc. And seynt Peter answerde : I ete 
neuer, quod he, of vnclene bestes. And panne seyde the 
aungeH: Non dicas inmunda que deus mundauit. And 
28 pot was in tokene pot noman scholde haue in despite non 
erthely man for here dyuerse lawes, For wee knowe not 
whom god loueth ne whom god hateth. And for pot 
ensample whan men seyn De profundis : pei seyn it in 
32 comoun t in generaH, with the cristene : pro animabvs 

OMNIUM DKFUNOTORUAf PRO QUIBUS SIT ORANDUAL Alld 

perfore seye I of this folk pat ben so trewe t so feythfuH, 

pat god loueth hem, For he hath amonges hem many of God loves 

the Brag- 

36 the prophetes t attwey hath had. And in J>o yles )>ei mans. 

( x ) take, C. 


Vision of 
St. Peter 
in Joppa. 
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[» fol.1256] 


Dwarfs 

feeding 
on the smell 
of wild 
apples. 


Hairy, 

amphibious 

folk. 


The trees 
of the Bun 
and Moon. 


No army 
can fight # 
the beast* 
of the 
desert. • 


prophecyed the jncarnacioun of oure lord Ihesu crist ; 
How he scholde ben bora of a mayden .iij. Mitt $eer or 
more or oure lord was horn of the virgyno Marie. And 
pei beleeven wel in the jncaunagioun t pat full perfitely, 4 
but pei knowe not the manere how he suffred, his 
passioun and doth for vs. And be 3 onde peise yles pere 
is another yle pat is . clept Pytan. The folk of pat 
contree 1 ne tyle not ne laboure not the erthe, for pei eten 8 
no manere thing. And pei ben of gode colour t of faire 
schap after hire gretness, But the smalo ben as D^erghes, 
but not so lityH as ben the Pigmeyes. poise men lyuen 
be the smell of wylde ArPLES And whan pei gon ony fer 12 
weye pei beren the Apples with hem, For ^if pei liadden 
lost the sauour of the Apples pei scholde dyen anon, pei 
ne ben not full resonable but pei bew symple t bestyaH. 
Alter pat is another yle where the folk ben all skynned 16 
rough beer as a rough best, saf only the face t the pawme 
of the bond, peise folk gon als wel vnder the water of 
the see as pei don aboue the lond aH drye And pei eten 
bope flessch t fissch aH raugh. In this yle is a gret 20 
Ryuere pat is wel a .ij. myle t an half of brede pat is 
clept Buemare. And fro pat Ryuere a .xv. iorneyes in 
lengthe goynge be the deseries of the tother syde of the 
Ryuere Whoso myght gon it, for I was not pere, But it 24 
was told vs of hem of the contree, pat witAjnne po 
desertes weren the trees of the bonne t of the monk, pat 
spaken to kyng Alisandre And warned him of his deth. 
And men seyn pat the folk pat kepen po trees t eten of the 28 
frute t of the bawme pat groweth pere lyuen wel .cccc. 
$eer or .D. ^eere be vertue of the frut t of the 
bawme. For men seyn pat bawme groweth pere in gret 
plentee t nowhere elles, saf only at Babyloyne, as I haue 32 
told $ou before. Wee wolden ban gon toward tho trees 
full gladly, }if woe had myght, But I trowe pat an .C. 
MiH men of Armes myghten not passen po desertes 
safly, for the gret multytude of wylde bestes t of grete 36 
dragouns t of grete serpentes pat/ pere ben, pat slen t 
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deuouren all pat comen anoyntos hew. In pat contre 
1 ben man ye white Olipantks witAouten nombre t of vny- 
corries t of lyouns of many maneres And many of suche 
4 bestes pat I haue told before t of many oper hydouse 
bestos witAouten noinbre. Manye othero yles pere ben in 
the lond of Prestre Iohn i manye grete merueyles pat 
weren to long to tellen aH, bothe of his ricchesse t of his 
8 nobless And of the gret pleutee also of precious stones 
pat he hath. I trowe pat 300 kuowo wel ynow t haue 
herd seye wherfore this Emperour is clept Prestre Iohn, 
But natheles for hew pat k no wen not I schall seye 30U 
12 the cause. It was somtyme an Emperour peito, pat was a 
worthi t a full noble Prynce, pat haddo cristene knyghtes 
in his companye, as he hath pat is now. So it befell 
pat ho liadde gret list for to see the seruise in the cliirche 
16 among cristene men. And pan dured cristendom be 3 onde 
the see alt Turkye, Surrye, Tartarie, Ieri/salem, 
Palestyne, Arabye, Halappee t aH the lond of 
Eqypte. So it befell pat this Emperour cam witA a 
20 cristene knyght w»tA hiw in to a cliirche in Egypt And 
it was the Saterday iu wyttsonwoke And the Bisshopp 
made ordres. And I 10 beheld t • listend the seruyse fuH 
tentyfly And he asked the cristene knyght what men of 
24 degree pei scholden ben pat the prelate had before hiw. 
And the knyght answerde t seydo pat pei scholde ben 
prestos. And pan the Emperour seyde pat he wolde 
no lenger ben clept kyng no Emperour, but Preost And 
28 pat he wolde haue the name of the firste preest pat wonte 
out of the cliirche. And his name was Iohn. And so 
oueremoro sithens he is clept Prestre Iohn. In his lond 
ben manye cristene men of gode feyth t of gode lawe t 
32 namely of hew of the same contree t ban comoun 2 ly hire 

ft 

prestos pat syngen the messe t maken the sacrement of 
the awtier of bred light as the Grekes don. But pei 
seye not so manye thinges at the messe as men don here, 
36 For pei seye not but only pat pat the Apostles seyden, 
as oure lord taughte hew, Eight as Seynt Peter t seynt 


P fol. 126 a] 


The origin 
of Preater 
John's 
name. 


An 

Emperor 

attended 

Christian 

ordination 

service in 

Egypt. 


He was so 
impressed 
that he 
decided to 
be called 
priest, 

and named 
himself 
John after a 
priest. 


[« fol. 1266] 

His subjects 
consecrate 
the host like 
the Greeks, 
and sing 
mass 

without, the 
additions 
made by the 
Popes. 
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Thomas t Hie o per Apostles songen the mess, seyenge 
the Pater nost eh t the wordes of the sacrement. But 
wee liaue many mo Addictonns pat dyuerse Popes han 
made pat pei no knowe not offe. 4 


ch. xxxiv. OF THE HILLES OF GOLD JjAT PISSEMYRES 

KEPEN, AND OF THE .IIIJ. FLODES J)AT 
COMEN FROM PARADYS TERRESTRE. 


Tlie fruitful 
Ixle of 
Taprobane. 


The sea 
voyage. 


Chryse and 
Argyre, tlie 
gold and 
silver isles. 

[1 fol. 127 a] 


The gold is 
watched by 
giant ants. 


T OWARD the Est partye of Prestre Iohnos loud is 
an yle gode t gret pat men clepen Taprobane pat 
is fuH noble't full fructuons And the kyng pereof is full 
riche t is under the oheyssance of Prestre Iolin. And 8 
attweys pare pei make hire kyng be eleccyoun. In pat 
yle ben .ij. someres t .ij. wyntres t men hervesten the 
corn twyes a jeer. And in ali the cesouns of the jeer 
ben the gardynes florisscht. J)ere dwellen gode folk t 12 
resonable t manye cristene men amonges hem pat ben so 
riche )>at pei wyte not what to done with hire godes. Of 
olde tyine whan men passed from the lond of Prestre 
Iohn vnto pat yle men maden ordynance for to passe by 16 
schippe .xxiij. dayes or more, But now men passon by 
schippe in .vij. dayes; And men may see the botme of 
the see in many places, for it is not fuH depe. Besyde 
pat yle toward the Est ben .ij. oper yles And men clepen 20 
pat on Orille t pat other Argjytk, of the whiche all the 
lond is Myne of gold -t syluer. And • po yles ben right 
where pat the Rede see 1 departeth fro the see Occean, 
And in po yles men seen per no sterres so clerely as in 24 
oper places, For pere apperen no sterres but only o clere 
sterre pat men clepen Canapos. And pere is not the 
mone seyn in aH the lunacioun saf only the seconde 
quarteroun. In the yle also of pis Taprobane ben grete 28 
hilles of gold pat pissemyres kepen fuH diligently, And 
pei fynen the pured gold t casteu a wey tire vnpured. 
And peise pissemyres ben grete as houndes so pat noman 
dar comd to po hilles, for the pissemyres wolde assayllen 32 
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hew t deuouren hew anon, so fat noman may gefce of fat 

gold but be gret sleighte. And ferfore whan it is gret 

hete the pissemyres resten hew in the ertho frow pryme 

4 of the day in to noon And fan the folk of the contrec 

1 • 

taken Camaylks, drohkdariks t hors t o per bestes t gon 
thider t chargen hew in all haste J>at )>ei may. And 
after pat fei fleen awoy in aH pat the bestee may go or the 
8 pissemyres comen out of the crthe. And in ofer tymes 
whan it is not so hote t pat the pissemyres nc resten hew 
not in the erthe, fan fei geten gold be this sotyltee. Jjei 
taken mares |>ot han ^onge coltes or foies t leyn vpon the 
12 mares voyde vesselles made ferfore t fei ben aH open 
abouen t hangynge lowe to the erthe. And fanne fei 
sende forth pa mares for to pasturen aboute pa hilles t 
wttAholden the foies wit// hem at home. And whan the 
16 pissemyres sen fo vesselles, fei le^>eii in anon, And fei 
han this kynde, pat fei lete no tiling ben empty among 
hem, but anon fei fillen it, be it what maner of fing fat 
it be, 1 1 so fei fillen fo vesselles with gold. And whan 
20 pat the folk supposen pat the vessel! ben fulle, J3ei putten 
forth Anon the $onge foies t maken hew to nyjen after 
hire dames i fan Anon the mares retornen towardes hire 
foies witA hire chafges of gold t fan men dischargen hew 
24 t geten gold ynow be this sotyltee, For the pissemyres 
wole suffren bestes to gon and pasturen amonges hew, 
but no man in no wyse. And bejonde the loud t the 
yles t the desertes of Prestre Iohnes lordschipe in goynge 
28 streight towardes the est, men fynde no fing but 
montaynes t roches fuH grete. And fere is the derke 
Regyoun Where no man may see noufer be day ne be 
nyghte as fei of the contree seyn. And fat desert t fat 
32 place of derknesse duren fro this cost vnto paradys 
terrestre, where fat Adam oure formest fader t Eue weren 
putt fat dwellcden fere but lytyll while, And fat is 
towardes the Est at the begynnynge of the erthe. But 
36 fat is not fat Est fat we clepe oure Est. on this half, 
where the sonne riseth to vs, for whanne the sonne is Est in 


In hot 

weather, the 
natives take 
advantage 
of the ants’ 
stay inside 
the earth. 


In colder 
weather, 
mares Are 
driven in 
with emply 
baskets 
which the 
ante fill. 


[1 fol. 127 6] 


Then the 
mares return 
to their 
foals. 


The Land 
of Darkness. 
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The gun 
riw»8 there 
when it is 
midnight 
here. 


Before 
Noah's 
Flood, the 
earth was an 
exact globe. 


I was not in 
Paradise. 

[1 fol. 128 a] 


Its altitude. 


The 

enclosure. 


The spring 
of the four 
rivers. 

Ganges. 


The Nile. 


Tigris. 

Euphrates. 


fo partyes toward paradys terrestre, it is fanne mydnyght 
in oure parties o this half for the roundeness of the erthe, 
of the wliiche I haue towched to 30 U of before. For oure 
lord god made the erthe aH rownd, in the mydde place of 4 
the firmament, And fere as mountaynes t liilles ben t 
valeyes fat is not but only of Noes flode fat wasted the 
softe ground t the tend re t feH doun into valeyes. And 
the harde erthe t the roche abyden mountaynes, Whan g 
the soft erthe t tendre wax nessche forgh the water t 
fell and 1 becamen valeyes. Of pa? 4 adys ne can I not 
speken propurly for I was not fere; it is fer be^onde t 
fat forthinketh me. And also I was not worthi. But as 12 
I haue herd seye of wyse men be^onde, I schaH telle 30U 
with gode will. Paradys terrestre, as wise men seyn is 
the highest place of erthe fat is in aH the world And it 
is so high fat it toucheth nygli to the cercle of the mone, 16 
fere as the mone rnaketh hire torn. For sclie is so high 
fat the flode of Noe ne myght not come to hire fat wolde 
haue couered aH fe erthe of the world aH abowte t 
abouen t benethen, saf paradys only allone And this 20 
paradys is enclosed aH aboute with a waH t men wyte 
not wherof it is, For the walles ben couered aH ouer 
with mossc, as it semeth. And it semeth not fat the 
waH is ston of nature ne of non ofer thing fat the waH is. 24 
And fat waH streccheth fro the South to the north And 
it hath not but on entree fat is closed with fyre 
brennynge, so fat noman fat is mortaH ne dar not entren. 
And in the most high place of paradys, euene in the 28 
myddel place, is a welle fat casteth out the .iiij. flodes 
fat rennen be dyuerse londei. Of the wliiche the firste 
is clept Phison or Ganges, fat is aH on, and it renneth 
forghout ynde or Emlak, In the whiche Ryuere ben manye 32 
preciouse stones And mochel of Lignum Aloes And moche 
graueH of gold. And fat ofer Ryuere is clept Nilus or 
Gyson, fat goth be Ethiope -t after be Egypt. And fat 
ofer is clept Tigris, fat renneth be Assirye t be Armenye 36 
the grete. And fat other is clept Eufrate fat renneth also 
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be Medee t be Ai^monye and be Vemye. And men fere 
bejondo seyn fat alle the swete watres of the world 
abouen t benethen taken hire begynnynge of fat welle of 
4 Paradys And out of fat welle att watres comen t gon. 
The firste Ryuere is clept Phison, fat is to soyne in hire 
langage Assembles, For manye ofero Ryueres meten 
hem fere t gon into fat Ryuere. And summen clepen it 
8 Ganges for a kyng fat was in ynde fat highte Gangeres t 
fat it ran forghout his lond. And fat water [is] ( x ) in sum 
place clere i in sum place trouble, In sum place hoot t in 
sum place cold. The seconde Ryuere is clept Nilus or 
12 Gyson, for it is attwey trouble And GYSONin the langage 
of Ethiope is to seye trouble. And in the langage of 
Egipt also. The thridde Ryuere fat is clept Tigris is as 
moche for to seye as faste rennynge For he renneth more 
16 faste fan ony of the tofere And also fere [is] (}) a best fat 
is cleped Tigris fat is faste rennynge. The fourthe Ryuere 
is clept Eufrates, fat is to seyno wel berynge for fere 
growen many godes vpon fat Ryuere as cornes, frutes t 
20 ofere godes ynowe plentee. And ^ee schuH vnderstonde 
fat noman fat is mortett ne may not approchen to fat 
paradys. For bo londe noman may go for wyldo bestes 
fat ben in the desertes t for the high inountaynes t grete 
24 huge Roches fat noman may passe by, for the derke 
places fat ben fere t fat manye. And be the Ryueres 

may noman go, for the water renneth so rudely t so 

• * 

scharply because fat it cometh doun so outrageously 
28 2 from the high places abouen, fat it renneth in so grete 
wawes fat no schipp may not rowe no seyle a^enes it. 
And the water roreth so t maketh so huge noyse t so gret 
tempest fat noman may here ofer in the schipp, fough 
32 he cryede with ah the craft fat he cowde in the hieste 
voys fat lie myghte. Many grete lordes han assayed with 
gret wille many tymes for to passen be fo ryueres toward 
paradys with full grete companyes, But fei myghte not 
36 speden in hire viage. And manye dyeden for weryness of 

(’) is, missing, C. 


203 


[l foL 1286] 


Etymologies 
of those 
names. 


Ganges. 


Nile. 


Tigris. 


Euphrates. 


Paradise is 
inaccessible. 


The rivers 
are loo 
swift and 
noisy. 


[2 fol. 129 a] 


Many have 
tried. 
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8oai6 were 
tired to 
death. 

ome 
became 
blind and 
deaf. 

Some wero 
drowned. 


rowynge a$onst po stronge wawes, And many of hem 
becamcn hlyude Aud many deve for the noyse of the 
water. And summe weren perisscht t loste withjnne the 
wawes, so pot no mortett man may ap^woche to pot place 4 
witAoutew specyaH grace of god, so pat of pot place I can 
sey 30 U nomore Aud perfore 1 schatt holde me stille And 
retornen to pat pat I liaue seen. 


Cli. xxxv. 


From the 
Antipodes 
travellers 
turn back, 
instead of 
proceeding 
round the 
world. 


[l fol. 1296] 


Kan-sou. 


Density of 
its 

po] ulation. 


A wealthy 
and 

powerful 

province. 


OF THE CUSTOMS OF KYNG ES t OpERE pAT 
DWELLEN IN THE YLES COSTYNGE TO 
PRESTRE IOHNES LOND, AND OF THE WOR- 
SCHIPE pAT THE SONE DOTH TO THE FAD^R 
WHAN HE IS DEDE. 


F ROM po yles pot I liaue spoken of before in the loud 8 
of Prestre IoJin, pat ben vnder drthe as to vs pat 
ben o this half And of oper yles pot ben more fur the re 
be^onde, Whoso wil pursuen hew for to comen a$en right 
to the parties pat he cam fro t so enviroune all erthe. 12 
but what for the yles, what for the see t what for strong 
rowynge fewe folk assayen for to passen pot passage, all 
be it pot men mygtite don it wel pot myght 1 ben of power 
to dresse liiw pereto as .1 liaue seyd 30U before. Aud 16 
perfore men returnen from po yles aboueseyd be oper yles 
costynge fro the loud of Prestre Iohn And panne conien 
men in returnynge to an yle pot is clept Casson And pat 
yle bath wel .lx. iorneyes in lengthe t* more pan . 1 . in 20 
brede. This is the beste yle t the beste kyngdom pot is 
in all po partyes outtaken Cathay. And $if tlie mar- 
cliaontes vseden als moche pot contre as pei don Cathay, 
it wolde ben better pan Cathay in a schort while. This 24 
contree is full wel enhabyted t so full of cytees t of gode 
townes t enhabyted with peple, pot whan a man goth out 

t 

of o cytee men seen another cytee eueno before hem. 
Aud pot is wliat portye pot a man go in all pat contree. 28 
In pat yle is gret plentee of aH godes for to lyue with t 
of aH manere of spices And pere ben grete forestee of 
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Che8teynes. The kyng of pat yle is futt riche t fuH 
myghty And natheles he holt his lond of the grete Chanb 
t is obeyssant to him, For it is on of the .xij. prouynces 
4 pat the gret Chane hath vnder him witAouten his propre 
lond t witAoutew oper lesse yles pat he hath, for he 
hath full manye. From pat kyngdom comen men in 
retumynge to anoper yle pat is clept Ryboth t it is also Tibet. 

8 vnder the grete Chane j)at is a fuH gode contree t full 

l 

plentefous of aH godes t of wynes t frut t alt oper 
ricchess. And the folk of pat contree han none houses 
but poi dwellen t lyggen aH vnder tentes made of blak 
12 feme by aH the contree. And the princypaH cytee t the 

most royaH is aH walled with blak ston t white, 1 And pfoi. isoo] 
aH the stretes also ben pathed of the same stones. In pat 
cytee is nomaw so hardy to schede blode of nomaw ne of 
16 no best for the reuerence of an ydole pat is worschipt 

bere. And in pat yle dwelleth the Pope of hire lawe pat The Grand 

Lama. 

J>ei clepen lobassy. This Lobassy ^euetn aft the benefices 
t alle oper dignytees t aH oper thinges pat belongen to 
20 the ydole And alle po pat holden ony thing of hire chirches, 

Religious t opero obeyen to him as men don here to the 
Pope of Rome. In pat yle pei han a custom be aH the 
contree pat whan the fader is ded of ony man t the soue Funeral 

. . rites. 

24 list to do gret worschipe to his fader, he sendeth to aH 
his frendes t to aH his kyn t for religious mew t preestes 
t for mynstraH also gret plentee. And panne men beren 
the dede body vnto a gret hiH with gret ioye t solempnyte 
28 And whan pei han broughte it thider the chief prelate 

smyteth of the hede And leyth it vpon a gret platere of The dead 
gold or of syluer, $if [he] (*) be so ryche a man. And to pieces, 
pan he taketh the hede to the sone And panne the sone i 
32 his oper kyn syngen t seyn manye orisouns. And panne 
the prestes t the Religious mew smytew aH the body of 
the dede man in peces And panne pei seyn certeyn 
orisouns. And the foules of raveyne of aH the contree The birds 
36 abowten knowen the custom of long t.yme before [t] comen eat it. 

(*) lie, missing, C, 
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The funeral 
service. 

[1 fol. 1306] 


The fiunily 
are 

honoured if 
many birds 
partake. 


The head is 
eaten by the 
best friends. 


The skull is 
made into a 
cup. 


8 


12 fol. 181 o] 


fleenge abouen in the eyr as Egles, Gledas, Rauenes t 
opere foules of raveyne pat eten flesch. And pan the 
preeslea casten the gobettea of the flesch t pan the foules 
echo of hem taketh pat he may t goth a lititi pens t 
eteth it, And so pei don whils ony pece lasteth of the 
dede body. And after pat, as preestea amongea vs syngen 
for the dede: 1 Subuenite sancti dei t cetera , right so 
po prcstea syngen with high voys in hire langage: Be- 
holdeth how so worthi a man t how gode a man this was, 
pat the Aungeles of god comen for to sechen him i for to 
bryngen him in to paradys. And panne semeth it to the 
sone pat ho is highliche worschipt whan pat manye briddea 12 
t foules of raveyne comen t eten his fader, And he pat 
hath most nombre of foules is most worschiped. And 
panne the sone bryngeth boom with him att his kyn t 
his frendea t aft the opere to his hows t maketh hem a 16 
gret feste, And panne aft his frendea maken hire avaunt t 
hire dalyance how the foules comen pider, here .v. here 

ti 

.vj. here .x. t pere .xx. t so forth t pei reioyssen hem 
hugely for to speke pore of. And whan pei ben at mete, 20 
the sone let brynge forth the hede of his fader t pere of 
he 3 eueth of the flesch to his most specyaft frendea in 
stcde of entremess or a sukkarke. And of the brayn 
panne he leteth make a cuppe t pere of drynketh he t 24 
his oper frendea also, wit h gret deuocioun in remem¬ 
brance of the holy man pat the Aungeles of god han 
eten. And pat cuppe the sone schaft kepe to drynken 
of aft his lif tyme in remembrance of his fadir. From 28 
pat lond in retumynge be .x. iomeys porgh out 
the lond of the grete Chane is anoper gode yle t a 
gret kyngdom where the kyng is full riche t myghty. 
And amongea the riche men of his contree is a passynge 32 
riche man pat is no Prynce ne duk ne Erl* But 
he hath mo pat holden of him londes t oper loid- 
schipes, for be is more riche, for he hath euery $eer of 
annueti rente .CCC. Mitt. 2 hors charged with corn of 36 
dyuerse greynes t of ryjs. And so ho ledeth a full noble 
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lif t a delycate after the custom of the contree. For he 
hath euery day .L faire damyseles aH maydenes pat seruen 
him eueremore at his mote * for to lye be hem o nyght t 
4 for to do with hem pat is to his plesance. And whan he 
is at the table J>ei bryngen him hys mete at euery tyme 
.v. and .v. togedre And in bryngyngo hire seruyse J>ei 
syngen a song And after pat pei kutten his mete t putten 
8 it in his mouth, for he towcheth nothing ne handleth 
nought, but holdeth eueremore his hondes before him vpon 
the table. For he hath so longe nayles pat he may take 
no thing ne handle no thing. For the noblesse of pat 
12 contree is to haue longe nayles t to make hem growen aft 
weys to ben als longe as men may, And pere ben manye 
in pat contree pat han hire nayles so longe pat pei 
envyroune aft the bond, And pat is a gret noblesse. And 
16 the nobless of the wommen is for to hftuen smale feet t 
litift, And perfore anon as pei ben born, pey lete bynde 
hire feet so streyte pat pei may not growen half as nature 
wolde. And this [is] (*) the nobleye of the wommen pere 
20 to haue smale feet t lityft. And aftweys poise damyseles 
pat I spak of beforn syngen aft the tyme pat this riche 
man eteth. And whan pat he eteth no more of his firste 
cours panne oper .v. t .v. of faire damyseles bryngen him 
24 his seconde cours aft weys syngynge as pei dido beforn. 
And so pei don contynuelly euery day to the ende of his 
mete t in this nianere 1 he ledeth his lif And so dide pei 
before him pat weren his Auncestres -t so schuft pei pat 
28 comen after him, wttAouten doynge of ony dedes of 
Armes, but lyuen eueremore pus in ese as a swyn pat is 
fedd in sty for to ben made fatte. He hath a fuft fair 
palays t fuft riche, where pat he dwelloth jnne, of the 
32 whiche the walles ben in cyrcuyt .ij. myle. And ho hath 
witAjnno many faire gardynes And many faire hallos t 
chambres And the pawment of his halles t chambres ben 
of gold t syluer. And in the myd place of on of hys 
36 gardynes is a lyfyft mountayne Where pere is a lityft 

(') is, missing, C. 


The rich 
man with 
the fifty 
maidens. 


His nails 
are &o long 
tliat they 
must feed 
him. 


Women s 
feet are 
bound. 


The maidens 
sing as they 
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the rich 
man's 
dinner. 


L 1 fol. 131 b] 


He never 
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His 

•utnn er* 
house. 
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all creeds 
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faith. 

They 
believe in 
the God of 
Nature. 


P fol. 182 a] 


They know 
parts of the 
Old 

Testament. 


They 
worship 
idols as 
Christians 
the images 
of saints. 


medewe And in pat medewe ia a lityH toothiH with toures 
t pynaclea aH of gold And in pat lityH toothiH wole he 
sytten often tyme for to taken the ayr t to deaporten 
hym. For pat place ia made for no ping elles but only 4 
for his desport. Fro pat contree men comen be the lond 
of the grete Chane also pat I hnue 8poken of before. 
And $ee schuH vndiratonde pat of aH peise contreea t of 
aH peise yle8 t of aH the dyuerse folk pat I haue apoken 8 
of beforo t of dyuerse lawes t of dyuerae beleevea pat 
pei hnn, pt is pere non of hem alle but pat J>ei ban sum 
resoun witAin hem t understondyngo, but pf it be tlie 
fewere, t pat ban certeyn Articles of oure feith t summe 12 
gode poyntes of oure beleeve. And pat pei beleeven in 
god pat formede aH ping t made tlie world And clepen him 
god of nature, after pat the prophete seytb : Et metuent 
eum om.ves fines TBKRE, And also in anoper place: Omars 16 
oentks souiENT ei, p)at is to seyne: Alle folk schul 
seruon him. But pt pei cone not speken perfytly, for 
pere is no 1 man to techen hem, but only pat pei cone 
deuyse be hire natureH wytt. For pei han no knou- 20 
leebe of the sone ne of the holy goat. But pei cone 
aH speken of the Bible t namely of Genesis, of the 
prophetea sawes And of the bokes of Moyaes. And pei 
seyn wel pat the creatures pat worachipen hem ne ben 24 
no goddes, but pei worachipen hem for the vertue pat is 
in hem pat may not be but only be the grace of god. 
And of Simulacres t of ydoles pei seyn pat pere ben 
no folk but pat pei han Simi/lacres And pat pei seyn 28 
for wee cristen men han ymages, as of oure lady t of 
opere seyn tea pat wee worachipen, Noght the y mages of 
tree or of ston, but the seyntes in whoos name pei ben 
made after. For right as the bokes t the scripture of 32 
hem techen the clerkes how t in what manere pei schuH 
beleeven, right so the ymages t the peyntyngea techen 
the lewed folk to worachipen tlie seyntea t to haue 
hem in hire mynde in whoos name pat pe ymages ben 36 
made after. \)ei seyn also pat the aungeles of god 
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speken to hera in po ydoles t pat |>ei don nianye grete 
myracles, Ami )>ei soyn sotli pat pere is an aungeH witAin 
lieni, For ]>ere ben .ij. maner of aungeles, a gode t an 
4 eueH, as the Grkkes seyn: Cacho and Calo. This 
Cacho is the wykked aungeH And Calo is the gode 
aungeH. But the toper is not the gode aungeH, but 
the wykked aungeH, pat is witAinne the ydoles for to 
8 disceyuen hew t for to meyntenen hem in hire errour. 
jjere ben nianye oper dyuerse eontrees and manye oper 
merueyles be^onde pat I haue not seen, Wherfore of hew 
I can not speke propurly to teH 30 U the manere of hew. 
12 1 And also in the eontrees where I haue ben ben manye 
mo dyuorsitees of many wondirfuH thinges panne I make 
inencioun of, For it were to longe thing to deuyse 3011 
the manere. And perfore pat pat I haue deuysed 30 U of 
16 certeyn eontrees pat I haue spoken of before, I beseche 
^oure worthi and excellent noblesse pat [it] (*) suffise to pu 
at this tyine, For $if pat I deuysed pu aH pat is bepude 
the see, another man peraunter pat wolde peynen hiw 
20 t trauaylle his body for to go into po marches for to 
encerche po eontrees myghte ben blamed be my wordes 
in rehercynge manye straunge thinges. For he myghte 
not seye no thing of newe, in the whiche the hereres 
24 rayghten hauen ouper solace or desport or lust or lykyng 
in the herynge. For men seyn aH weys pat newe thinges 
t newe tydynges ben plesant to here. Wherfore I wole 
holde me stille witAouten ony more rehercyng of dyuer- 
28 siteez or of meruaylles pat ben bepnde, to pat entent t 
ende pat whoso wil gon iuto po eontrees he schaH fynde 
ynowe to speke of, pat I haue not touched of in no wyse. 
And pe schuH vndirstonde $if it lyke pu pat at myn 
32 horn comynge I cam to Home t schewed my lif to oure 
holy fadir the Pope t was assoylled of aH pat lay in ray 
conscience of many a dyuerse [greuous] ( 2 ) poynt, as men 
mosten nodes pat ben in company dweUyng among so 
36 many a dyuerse folk of dyuerse secte t of beleeve as I 

(*) is, C. ( a ) grouous, C. 

mandeville. 


The angels 
that speak 
through the 
idols are 
eril angels. 
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neither of 
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not seen, 
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that I have 
seen. 

[l fol. 132 6) 
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for other 
travellers to 
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[l fol. 133a] 


My book 
was ap- 

S iroved by 
iis council. 


I started in 
1322. 


Now I am 
resting at 
home. 


[2 fol. 1386] 


I wrote this 
in 1356. 


Let my 
readers 
pray for ire. 


haue ben. And amonges aH I sehewed hym this tretys 
pat I had made after informacioun of men 1 pot knewen 
of thinges pot I had not seen my self, And also of mer- 
ueyles and eustomes pat I hadde seen my self, as fer as god 4 
wolde 3 euo me grace, And besoughtc his holy fadirhode, 
pat my bokc myghte ben examyned and corrected be 
avys of his wyse t discreet conseitt. And oure holy 
fader of his special grace remytted my boke to ben 8 
examyned t preued be the Avys of his seyd conseiH, 

Be the whiche my boke was preened for trewe jn so 
moclie pat j?ei scliewed mo a boke pot my boke was 
examynde by, pot comprehended full moclie more be an 12 
hundred port, be the whiche the Mappa mundi was made 
after. And so my boke, all be it pat many men lie list 
not to 3 eue credence to no ping but to pat pat pei seen 
w»tA hire eye, ne be the Auctour ne the persone ncuer so 16 
trewe, is affermed t preued be oure holy fader in maner 
t forme as I haue seyd. 


A ND I Iohn MaundevyH knyght aboueseyd, all pough 

I be vnworthi, pot deported from oure contrees 20 
t passed the see the 3 eer of grace a .Mill .ccc. t .xxij. 
pot haue passed many londes t manye yles t contrees 
t cerched manye full strange places, And haue ben in 
many a full gode honourable companye t at many a faire 24 
dede of armos, all be it pot I dide none myself for myn 
vnable jnsuffisance ; And now I am comen horn mawgree 
myself to reste for gowtes Artetykes pot me distreynen; 
pot deffynen the ende of my labour, a 3 enst my will god 28 
knoweth. And pus takynge solace in my wrech 2 ched 
reste recordynge the tyme passed I haue fulfilled peise 
thinge# t putte hem wryten in this boke, as it wolde 
come into my mynde, the 3 eer of grace a .MiH .ccc. t .lvj. 32 
in the .xxxiiij. 3 eer pot I deportede from oure contrees. 
Wherfore I preye to all the rederes t hererus of this 
boke 3 if it plese hem pat pei wolde preyen to god for me 
nd I schall preye foi hem. And alle po pat seyn for 36 
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me a Pater poster with an Aue maria pat god foi^eue 
me my synnes I make hem parteneres t graunte hem part 
of aH [fe] ( 1 ) gode pilgrymages t of aH the gode dedes pat 
4 I haue don, $if ony ben to his plesance. And noght only 
of po, but of all pat euere I schaH do vnto my lyfes ende. 
And I beseche almyghty god fro whom all godeness t 
grace cometh fro, pat lie vouchesaf of his excellent mercy 
8 t habundant grace to fuHfylle hire soules with inspira- 
ctoun of the holy gost in makynge defence of aH hire 
gostly enemyes here in ei the, to hire saluaetoun hot he 
of body t soule to worschipe t thankynge of him pat is 
12 J>ree t on wttAouten begynnynge t wttAouten endyng 
pat is wttAouten qualitee good, wttAouten quantytee gret 
pat in alle places is present and aH thinges conteynynge 
the whicho pat no goodness may amende ne non eueH 
16 empeyre, J>at in perfyte Trynytee lyueth t regneth god be 
alle worldes t be aH tymes. Amen. Amen. Amen. 




I pmy for 
them. 


( ] ) )>e, blotted out in C. 
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Miraculous 

oil. 


Lebanon. 

[ * fol. 51 a] 

Sabbath 

river. 


Tripoli. 


Bey rout. 


[From MS. Egcrton 1982 we reprint the passage missing in 

Chapter XV, p. 82.] 

Neuerfeles fat table euermare dreppez oel as it ware of 
oliue, And far es a vesseH of marble vnder fe table to 
ressayue fc oel. faroff fai giffe to pilgrimes for it heles of 
many sekeness. And men saisc fat if it be keped wele 4 
seuen }ere efterwardes it tnrnes in to flescb and bind. 

Fra Sardenak men comez thurgb fe vale of Bochar fe 
whilk es a faire vale and a plentifows of aH maner of 
fruyte and it es amanges liilles and fer er farin fair 8 
ryuers and grete medows and noble pasture for bestez. 
And men gas by fe mountes of libane whilk lastez fra 
Ermony fe mare to wardes fe north vnto Dan fe whilk 
es fe end of fe Mand of repromissioun to ward fe north 12 
as I . c aid before, fir hilles er ri$t fruytfuft And fare er 
many faire welles and cedres and cipressez and many 
ofer treesse of diuerse kyndes; J3are er also many gude 
tounes to ward fe heued of fir hilles fuH of folk. 16 

B Etwene fe citee of arkez and fe citee of Raphane es 
a riuer fat es called Sabatory for on fe seterday it 
rynnez fast and aft fe woke elles it standes still and 
rynnez nojt or elles bot fairely. Betwene fe forsaid hilles 20 
also es anofer water fat on nyghtes fresez hard and on 
days es na frost sene feron. And as men comez agayne 
fra fasc hilles es a hill hier fan any of fe ofer and fai 
call it fare fe hegh hill fare es a grete citee and a faire 24 
fe’ whilk es called Tryple In fe whilk er many gude 
cristen men Remand fe same rytes and customes fat we 
vse. Fra feine men comez by a citee f at es called Beruch 
whare sayne george slew fe dragoun and it es a gude 28 
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toune and a faire cagteH ferin And it es .iij. ioumez fra 
fe forsaid citee of Sardenak. At fe ta sydc of Beruch 
.xvj. royle to come hiderward es fe citee of Sydon. At 
4 Berucb entres pilgriraes in to fe see fat wiH com to Cipre 
and fai aryfe at fe porte of Surry or of Tyere and so fai 
com to Cipre in a lytiH space Or men may com fra fe 
porte of TyTe and com nojt at Cipre and aryfe at sum 
8 liauen of grece and so come to fise partyse as I said 
before. 

1 T hafe talde $ow now of fe ways by wbilk men gase 
JL ferrest and langest to iemsolem as by babilon and 
12 mount synay and many ofer placcz whilk $e herd me teH 
off and also by whilk ways men schaH turne agayne to fe 
land of reproinissioun, now wiH I teH 30 W fe rightest 
way and fe scliortest to ierwsalem. For sum men wiH 
16 no$t ga fe to))er, sum for )>ai hafe no$t spending ynogh, 
sum for |>ai hafe na glide company and sum for fai may 
no$t endure )>e lang trauail, sum for f>ai drede fam °f 
many perils of deserted sum for fai wiH haste fam hame- 
20 ward desirand to see fare wifes and fare childer or for 
sum ofer resonable cause fat fai hafe to turne sone hame. 
And ferforo I wiH schcw how men may passe tittest and 
in schortest tyme make faire pilgrimage to iernsolem. 
24 A man f at comes fra fe landes of fe west he gas thurgh 
fraunce burgoyne and lumbardy and so to Venice or geen 
or sum ofer hauen and schippes fare and wendcz by see 
to fe lie of greff fo whilk pertenez to fe Ianuenes, And 
28 seyne ho aryuez in grece at porte Mirrok or at Valon or 
at Duras or at sum ofer hauen of f at cuntree and ristez 
hi m fare and byez him vitailes and scliippez agayne and 
sailez to Cipre and aryuez fare at Famagost and comez 
32 no 3 t at fe lie of Rodes. Famagost es fe chief? hauen 
of Cipre And fare he refreschez him and puruays hiw\ of 
vitailes and fan he gase to schippe and comez na mare on 
land 2 if he wiH before ho come at porte Iaffe f at es fe 
36 next hauen to ierwsalem for it es hot a day iowrneo 


Tyre. 


The longer 
way. 

[i fol. 61 6] 


The shorter 
way. 


Corfu. 

Valona. 

Durazzo. 

Cyprus. 


Jaffa. 

[* fol. 52 nl 
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and a half fra ierusalem pat es to say .xxxvj. myle. Fra 
Ramieh. J>e porte Iaffe men gase to j>e citee of Harries pe whilk ea 

hot a lytill peine and it es a faire citee and a gude 
and mykiH folk perin. And ivithouten pat citee toward 4 
j>e south is a kirk of oure lady whare oure lord schewed 
him till hir in three cloudes pe whilk betakned pe 
trinitee And a lytiH peine es ane oper citee p at men 
Lidda. callez Dispolis hot it hight sum tyme Lidda a faire citee 8 

and a welo inhabited. j)are es a kirk of sayne george 
whare he was heuedid. Fra peine men gase to pe casteH 
Mountjoy. of Emaus And so to pe mount ioy J?are may pilgrimes 

first see to ierwsalem At mount ioy liggez Samuel pe 12 
prophete. Fra peine men gase to ierimlem. Beside pir 
ways es pe citee of Ramatha and pe mount Modyn And 
peroff was Matathias Iudas Machabcns fader And pare er 
pe graues of pe Machabeez. Beyond Ramatha es pe 16 
Tekoah. towne of Techue wharoff Amos pe prophete was And pare 

es his grafe. 


Another 

route. 


[1 fol. 52 6] 


Arm of St. 
George. 


SiDope. 


I hafe talde }ow before of pe haly placez pat er at 
ierwsalem and aboute it and perfore I will speke 20 
namare of pam at pis tyme, Bot I will turne agayne and 
schewe 30 W oper ways a man may passe mare by land 
and namely for paim pat may no$t suffer pe sauour of pe 
see bot es leuer to ga by land if aH it be pe mare payne. 24 
Fra a man be entred in to pe see he schaH passe tiH ane 
of pe hauens of lumbardy For pare pare es pe best making 
of purueawnce J of vitailes or he may passe to Ieen or 
Venice or sum oper And he sail passe by see into grece 28 
to pe porte Mirrok or to Valon or to Duras or sum oper 
hauen of pat cuntree And fra peine he saH ga by land to 
Constantinople And he saH passe pe water pat es called 

Brace sayne george pe whilk es ane arme of pe see. And 32 

# 

fra peine he sail by land ga to Rujfynett whare a gude 
casteH es and a strang And fra peine he saH ga to 
Ptdueral and seyne to pe casteH of Synople and fra peine 
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to Capadoce pat es a greto cuntreo wliare er many grete 

hilles And lie salt ga thurgft Turky to pe porte of 

Chiutok and to ]>e citeo of Nyke whilk es bot .vij. myle civitot, 

Nicawu 

4 peine. jjat citee wanne pe Turkes fra pe emperour of 
Constantinople and it es a faire citee and wele walled on 
pe ta syde And on J)e to per syde es a grete lake and a 
grete riuer J>o whilk es called Lay. Fra peine men gase 
8 l>y pe hilles of Nairmont and by pe vales of Mailbrins 
and stroite folles And by pe toune of Ormanx or by pe 
tounes pat cr on Riclay and Scanton pe whilk cr grete iieraciea, 
waters and noble And so to Antioche pe lesse whilk es 
12 sett on )>e ryuor of Riclay and pare aboutes er many gude 
hilles and faire and many faire wodes and grete plentec 
of wylde bestes forto hunt at. 


16 


Nd he pat will ga anoper way he schaH ga by pe 


playnes of Romany costayand pe romayn see. 

On J>at coste es a faire casteH pat men callez Florach and 
it es right a strang place And vppermare amang pe 
mountaynes es a faire citee pat es called Toursout 1 and Tarsus. 

20 J>e citee of Longemaath and pe citee of Assere and )>e cite [1 foL 53 
of Marmistre. And when a man es passed pase moun- Mopsuesta. 
taynes and pase felles he gase by pe citee of Marioch Chaichidia 
and by Artoise wliare es a grete brigg apon pe riuer of 
24 ferne \>at es called Far far and it es a grete riuer berand Pharpar 

J r J ° or Orontes. 


schippes and it rynnes ri^t fast oute of pe mountaines to 
J>e cite of Damasc And besyde )>e citee of Damasc es 
ano per grete riuer pat comes fra pe hilles of liban whilk 
28 men callez Abbana. At pe passing of pis riuer saynt Abana. 
.Eustace pat sum tyme was called Placidas lost his wyf 
and his twa childer. £is riuer rynnes thurgh pe playne 
of Arch ad es and so to pe reed see. Fro peine men gase 
32 to pe cite of Phenice wliare er hate welles and hate bathez 
And pan men gase to pe cite of Ferne and betwene 
Phenice and Ferne er .x. myle. And pare er many faire 
woddes. And pail men comez til Anthioche wliilk es Antiocij. 
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Laodicsem. 

Tortosa. 

[l fol. 53 6] 

Tripoli, 


Haifa. 


Caesarea. 


.x. myle )>eiue And it es a faire citee and wele walled 
aboute with many faire toures And it es a grote cite bot 
it was sum tyme gretter pan it esn owe For it was sum 
tyme twa myle on lenth and on brede oper half myle 4 
And thurgh pe myddes of p at citee ranno pe water of 
Farphar and a greto brigg ower it and pare ware sum 
tyme in pe walles aboute pis citee .ccc. and fyfty toures 
and at ilk a piler of pe brigg was a toure. J)is es pe 8 
cheeffe cite of pe kyngdom of Surry And ten myle fra pis 
cite es pe portc of Saynt Symeon and pare gase pe water 
off Farphar in to p£ see. Fra Antiocho men gase to a 
cite pat es called Lacuth and pan to Gebd and pan to 12 
Tortouse and pare nere es pe land of Channel 1 and pare 
es a strang casteH pat es called Maubek. Fra tortouse 
passez men to Tryple by see or elles by land thurgh pe 
strayt of mountaynes and felles and pare es a citee pat es 16 
called Gibilet. Fra Triple gase men til Acres And fra 
peine er twa ways to ierwsalem pe tane on pe left half 
and pe toper on pe r^t half. By pe left way men gase 
by damasc and by pe flum Iordan, By pe ri$t way men 20 
gase by Maryn and by pe land of Flagramy. And nere 
pe mountaynes vnto pe cite of Cayphas pat sum men 
callez pe casteH of Pilgrimes And fra peine to ierwsalem 
er .iij. day iowrnez In pe whilk men schaH ga thurgh 24 
Cesaria Philippi and so to laffe and Raines and pe 
casteH of Emaus and so to ierwsalem. Now hafe I talde 
}o\v sum ways by land and by water pat men may ga by 
to pe haly land after pe cuntreez p at pay com fra neuer- 28 
peles pai com aH til ane ende. 


The land 
journey. 


Prussia, 

Tartary. 


}Yt es pare anoper way to ierwsalem aH by land and 
" passe no$t pe see fra fraunce or flauwdres bot pat 
way es fuH lang and perliows and of grete trauaile and 32 
perfore few gase pat way. He p at schaH ga pat way he 
schaH ga thurgh Almayne and Pruyss and so to Tartary. 
p)is tartary es balden of pe grete Caan of Cathay of 
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wham I think to speke efterward. Jjis es a fuH iH land 
and sandy and lytitt fruyt berand For fare growes na 
corne ne wyne ne beenes ne peese ne nanofer fmyt 
4 conable to man forto liffe with, Bot fare er bestez in 
grete plentee And ferfore fai ete hot flcsch wttAouten 
breed and soupez fe broo And fai drink mylke of aH 
maner of bestez. 


• \ 
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